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Sports Briefs
Women’s Basketball Drops Game to Rutgers-Newark
On Nov. 30, the women’s basketball team fell to 2-3 for the season in 
a close game against Rutgers University, Newark in New Jersey.
The teams began with back-and-forth action that paved the way for 
Vassar’s lead, which was passed between the Scarlet Raiders and 
the Brewers until the Radiers secured their 27-21 lead. After trailing 
by six points at the half, Vassar came within four points before Rut-
gers went on a rampage and racked up a series of points to secure 
the lead against the Brewers. Shortly after, the Brewers responded 
with an eight-point streak.

Several Brewers had impeccable performances, including Brit-
tany Parks ’12 who tallied 14 points, five assists and five steals. 
Freshman Tori Chaltain locked in 40 minutes of action and scored 
11 points, a personal career high.

—Lillian Reuman, Sports Editor

Liberty League Football Season Concludes on Nov. 21
Although Vassar does not have a football team, members of the 
Liberty League have successful teams that have boasted impres-
sive records for the Fall 2009 season. Susquehanna University and 
Union College finished the season with a record of 6-1 and were 
both named Co-Champions of the Liberty League. Hobart Col-
lege, University of Rochester and Rochester Polytechnic Institute 
finished in third, fourth and fifth place, respectively. St. Lawrence 
University and the United States Merchant Marine Academy tied 
for sixth place in the League. Worcester Polytechnic Institute fin-
ished in last place. A member of the Liberty League since 2007, 
Susquehanna University (6-1 in the League) continued on to the 
postseason and fell to Delaware Valley in the first round of the 
NCAA Championships. Union College beat Hartwick College 39-21 
in the ECAC Div. III North Atlantic Bowl.

—L. R.
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Sabre Dennis D’Urso ’11 faces a Penn State op-
ponent at a recent meet. The men’s team fell to 
9-5 after competing at the Harvard Multi-Meet.
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Brandeis judges slam gavel on Brewers

As many of us were returning to Poughkeep-
sie from our turkey-induced stupors, a few 

Vassar student-athletes had already returned 
to resume their seasons. On Nov. 29, the men’s 
basketball team traveled to Waltham, Mass. to 
take on the Brandeis University Judges. 

At the Brandeis Red Auerbach Arena, the 
Brewers fell 79-52 to the Judges. This loss 
dropped their young season record to 2-3. De-
spite 31 points scored by sophomore guard Ca-
leb McGraw, the team could not manage to pull 
off a win. McGraw’s 17 first-half points played 
a key role in allowing the team to remain in 
close competition with the Judges through-
out the beginning of the first half. Sunday also 
marked the second 30-point game of McGraw’s 
career, with his first coming in the season’s de-
but when he scored 37 against Endicott College 
in a Brewers win. So far this season, the sopho-
more guard is averaging 21.8 points per game 
and continues to play a key role in the team’s 
offensive force.

Although Vassar has its own basketball 
heroes, Brandeis’ basketball program is not 
without its high-status leadership. Brandeis is 
a school with a rich basketball heritage, boast-
ing NBA Hall of Fame inductee K.C Jones as 
a former head coach. This legacy opposed the 

Brewers, who kept the game 
close for the first several 
minutes, trailing just 25-21 
with 6:15 to play in the first 
half. A 9-0 Judges run put 
the Brewers on their heels—
a 13-point halftime deficit 
that the team could not re-
cover from. 

Furthermore, Sunday’s 
matchup against Brandeis 
was one of many challenging 
non-conference games for 
the Brewers this year. The 
Judges are currently ranked 
no. 22 nationally according 
to recent statistics. Addi-
tionally, Vassar has already 
dropped a 91-62 contest to 
defending runners-up for 
the National Champion-
ship, Richard Stockton Col-
lege. Vassar still faces no. 25 
Amherst College, Williams 
College and Division I foe 
College of William and Mary. Head Coach 
Del Harris cited strategic reasons for playing 
a tough schedule, including the game against 
Brandeis. “We want to win championships 
now. We’re trying to get this school to its first 

ever NCAA tournament, and I think to do that 
we need to play teams that have been there,” 
said Harris. Although the Brewers lost this 
game, the experience will undoubtedly help 
the Brewers down the road. 

Andy Marmer
RepoRteR

FENCING continued from page 19

is assigned a human judge as well as an elec-
tronic score box, and the whole business was 
all very somber and serious. Standard fenc-
ing protocol seems to call for a victory grunt 
that would put the Williams sisters (of ten-
nis fame) to shame, and, don’t worry, despite 
protective masks that conceal the face, you’ll 
always know which one’s a Vassar player 
because of a bright pink sock that cheekily 
punctuates the ensemble.  

Sometime after the match, after taking 
a moment to calm down after the thrill of 
watching storm troopers duke it out with 
medieval weaponry, I was lucky enough to 
have a quick chat with fencer extraordinaire 
Elizabeth Ilechko ’12. Ilechko explained that 
fencing is broken down into three categories 
based on the weapon used. First, there’s the 
familiar foil. It’s light and it’s meant to be 
thrust at torsos, chests, shoulders and backs, 
though the rules only permit single touches. 
Next, there’s the épée, which is heavier than 

its foil counterpart and can be thrust at any 
part of an opponent’s body without shame or 
hesitation. Did I mention that double touches 
are considered fair play? Finally, there’s the 
exotic sabre. The sabre adds a slicing motion 
into the mix and targets the area from hip to 
hip and up called the “saddle line.” 

Ilechko was entirely sympathetic with my 
slightly-unorthodox interpretation of the 
sport. “A lot of my friends, when I say I’m 
on the fencing team, mock it, but fencing is 
interesting and fun and slightly atypical. It’s 
a sport that plays out of the box, and people 
should and watch it.” 

Ilechko continues, “When I’m fencing, 
I’m excited and nervous, and my adrena-
line’s pumping and sometimes I catch myself 
thinking like I’m in The Princess Bride.”  It’s 
just this sort of lighthearted interpretation 
coupled with competitive drive and swords 
that makes fencing a fun and exciting specta-
tor event. One might even say that fencing is 
out of this world!

DEC. 3 - DEC. 9

DEC. 4-5 
WOMEN’S SWIMMING 

LIBERTY LEAGUES AT 
ROCHESTER 

4 P.M.

SATURDAY , DEC. 5 
MEN’S SQUASH 
VS.  AMHERST 

1 P.M.

SATURDAY, DEC. 5 

WOMEN’S SQUASH 

VS. AMHERST
1 P.M.

DEC. 4-5 
MEN’S SWIMMING 

LIBERTY LEAGUES AT 
ROCHESTER 

9 A.M.

SATURDAY, DEC. 5 
MEN’S BASKETBALL

AT WILLIAMS
7:30 P.M.

SATURDAY, DEC. 5 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 

VS. BROOKLYN
2 P.M.

Traditional fencing enters 21st century

Guard Caleb McGraw ’12 scored 31 points in a recent game 
against the Brandeis Judges. The team has a record of 2-4.
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Brittany Parks ’12 tallied 14 points, five assists and five steals 
against Rutgers-Newark’s Scarlet Raiders. The Brewers lost 
the game, 55-48, falling to a 2-3 record for the season thus far. 


