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Basketball prepares for League play

Lillian Reuman
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

As the leader of a young team,
senior Captain Carolyn
Crampton, a defensive anchor,
feels confident that given “the
personnel and the work ethic”
of this year’s women’s basket-
ball team, the Brewers have the
opportunity to make the Liberty
League Tournament for the first
time in program history.

After graduating leading scor-
er and rebounder Emily Haeuser
10, the team will rely heavily on
the consistent play of two re-
turning starters, Crampton and
co-Captain Brittany Parks ’12. A
first-team All-League selection
last season, Parks will lead the
team’s offensive force. “In my
mind, there’s no better player
in the league than [Parks] so
she’ll definitely be huge for us,”
Crampton said. With freshman
Cydni Matsuoka stepping into
the point guard position, Parks
has moved to the wing, effective-
ly allowing her to score more. In
particular, returning sophomores
Natalie Allen, Anielle Fredman
and Olivia Westbrook-Gold will
be asked to step up and assume
alarger role as the team’s return-
ing players.

“Last year we were definitely
a post-oriented team and that
will definitely change this year,”

tion as much as possible and
utilize our strengths in the guard
position.”

The team will employ their
speed by playing a full-court
man-to-man defense. Since prac-
tice began on Oct. 15, the team
has given their all in condition-
ing workouts and lifting.

“I think we’ll be a very high-
energy team that plays uptempo
and really takes pride in our de-
fense,” Crampton said. “We've
worked on a number of different
defenses and will look to really
pressure the ball and keep the in-
tensity up.”

As the only senior on the team,
Crampton wields great respon-
sibility as a role model. “At first
it was a little intimidating and
strange being the only senior on
the team, but I've really come to
embrace it,” Crampton said. “I
think knowing this is my last sea-
son and knowing the effort and
commitment it’s taken over three
years to get here has really helped
me to be a good leader and to set
the example for my team by con-
stantly working hard and pushing
myself in practice.”

Vassar will open its season this
weekend traveling to Mount
Holyoke College for the Seven
Sisters Championship. The
Brewers will return to Pough-
keepsie on Tuesday, hosting

Crampton said. “We’re much  Hunter College in the team’s

faster and we’ll definitely try to  lone home contest prior to
push the ball and run in transi-  winter break.

Team Captain Carolyn Crampton ’11, shooting hoops at the Walker Field
House, hopestoleadthe Brewerstotheir first Liberty League Tournament.

NCAA regulations put player in limbo

Nik Trkulja

COLUMNIST

t’s hard being an international student-ath-

lete in the United States. Every year more
and more international athletes find out that
the NCAA simply doesn’t understand how
sports function in the rest of the world. The
most recent casualty was Enes Kanter, the
University of Kentucky’s (UK) 6’11” freshman
center from Turkey. Last week, the NCAA
ruled that Kanter would be “permenantley
ineligible” to play for the UK Wildcats. His
“crime” was that he received $33,000 above
what the NCAA deemed to be his necessary
expenses in 2008-09.

To play in NCAA sanctioned competition,
an athlete must have maintained amateur
status throughout his or her playing career.
That means that the athlete must never have
received money in excess of their immediate
needs. What exactly immediate needs are is
not entirely clear. The obvious candidates for
this category are of course accommodation,
food and travel expenses, but what happens
when a player lives at home but travels with
the team? What if his or her parents are un-
employed and the team pays to support the
family as well? What if the athlete plays for
both the senior team and junior team, having
to travel for multiple competitions? There are
so many complexities it is impossible to de-
termine what exactly immediate needs are.

International sports simply don’t function
like American ones. In the United States, ex-
penses are very easy to track. A player plays
for a particular school and only for one team.
The only complexity added to the equation
is the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) circuit,
where players play for what are essentially
junior summer league teams. Any money
received is deemed excessive and is for the
most part easily tracked. In Europe though,
the situation is a lot different. As early as the
ages of 13 or 14, a player is expected to sign a

commitment document with a team to play
for their under-16 team. It is also at that point
that the stipends begin. The team pays for
your travel to the stadium, especially for the
kids that don’t live in the same city. Food is
also paid for as are day-to-day expenses. Not
to mention fact that many kids get education
and equipment allotments, much the same
way as financial aid.

Basketball shoes offer a perfect example
of just how difficult it is to determine “im-
mediate needs.” Certain prep-schools in the
United States, such as Oak Hill academy in
Virginia, have athletic sponsorship programs.
Their basketball team receives all of its gear
from the Jordan brand. Players get multiple
pairs of sneakers, clothes and other apparel.
In Europe though, sponsorship contracts
vary. While many teams get athletic apparel
for free, others can’t afford it. The solution is
that these teams offer discounts to their play-
ers and provide a certain amount of money to
help them get what they need. However, what
happens if you play for a team’s junior and
senior teams? What if you need more apparel,
or you wear through your own? The solution
in Europe is simple: The team will help you
again, but the risk you run is that the NCAA
can see that added cash expense as unneces-
sary, therefore ruling you ineligible.

While the example is obviously a little sim-
plistic, it carries over for a player like Enes
Kanter. Kanter was not merely a junior player
for his team in Turkey. He was a national
team center who was the centerpiece of the
junior team and an up-and-coming star for
the senior team. As such, he was in a unique
situation where his immediate needs in terms
of expenses were unclear. That is even truer
if you consider that he is one of the extreme
minority of players that did not accept full
professional contracts. In fact, Kanter turned
down a million dollar contract at the age of 17
so that he could maintain NCAA eligibility.
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His team was now stuck in a weird position
as it never before dealt with an athlete who
didn’t want to accept perks or money.

While in my mind Kanter’s refusal of a
million dollars should have been more than
enough to rule him as eligible to play, the
NCAA thought otherwise. Instead it decided
to act as an all-knowing accountant, delv-
ing deep into Kanter’s financial history so
that it could determine what was and wasn’t
a necessary expense in his life, even though
most of the money he received was actually
earmarked for educational purposes. In the
meantime, of course, it disregarded the fact
that players on teams like Oak Hill’s travel
the country playing exhibition games, stay at
lavish hotels and have well more than $33,000
spent on them. The unnerving fact here was
that Kanter was given money, which he him-
self could spend at his discretion rather than
having a booster or athletic director spend it
for him.

The worst part of this whole saga was that
the NCAA was gracious enough to wait until
just two days before Kentucky’s first game to
announce its decision, leaving Kanter out in
the cold. Now Kanter, who could have been
a millionaire more than two years ago, will
sit on Kentucky’s bench and wait to see if
the NCAA reverses the decision following
his appeal. If not, he may just have missed
out on his best chance of getting to the NBA.
Staying in the United States will clearly not
be an option, since he will lose his basket-
ball scholarship, and returning to Turkey
will also be hard since he has been away for
well over two years finishing high-school
in the United States. In all its righteousness
the NCAA may just have managed to cut
Kanter’s career short even before it began.
To think, all this just to safeguard against any
player being able to receive what amounts to
less than 20 tickets to the NCAA Final Four
tournament.

Veterans of
basketball
play abroad

Andy Sussman

COLUMNIST

On Tuesday night, Allen Iverson drove to
the hoop, got fouled and made the basket
for a three-point play, on his way to a 15-point
performance in his team’s win. Of course, you
may not have heard about it because Iverson’s
team is not in the NBA, but rather in Turkey.
After a hall-of-fame career with the Philadel-
phia 76ers and the Denver Nuggets, Iverson
had brief, unsuccessful stints with the Detroit
Pistons, Memphis Grizzlies and a second sign-
ing with the 76ers. Unwilling to accept a bench
role, Iverson and his 26.7 career points per game
went unsigned by any NBA team this season; in
fact, not a single team even contacted him this
offseason. For many years, the mercurial Iverson
was worth the gamble because of his extraordi-
nary talent and athleticism. He wanted the ball,
and his team wanted him to have it. However, at
35 Iverson’s skills have noticeably diminished to
the point where he would only be valued in the
NBA as a bench player. Now, Iverson can still
play; if he had the attitude of a mentor he abso-
lutely would have and should have been signed
by an NBA team. However, Iverson still wants
to play the 41 minutes per game that he has aver-
aged over his career.

Even though playing overseas is Iverson’s
last resort for playing professional basketball,
in many ways he is better off playing in Turkey
than he would be in the NBA. First of all, where-
as Iverson’s popularity in the United States has
declined, he remains enormously popular in
Turkey. It is not often that a new opportunity to
increase one’s fan base and endorsement value
comes this late in a basketball career, but this
is the case for Iverson. In addition, the money
overseas is not insubstantial at all; in fact, Iver-
son is set to make $4 million over two years,
well more than the one-year, $1.4 million veter-
ans minimum in the NBA before even factoring
in endorsement deals. With documented mon-
ey problems, Iverson could use all of the cash
he can get, especially with the reported health
problems his young daughter has faced over the
past year.

Most importantly, however, in the Turkish
Basketball League Iverson can play the only
way he knows how to: frequently and as the go-
to scoring option. Since the talent level is not as
high as it is in the NBA, Iverson is still needed
to play frequent minutes and to have the ball in
his hands constantly. For a man not willing to
admit his superstar ways are over, Turkey is the
perfect place for him to play like one, act like
one and still get paid millions of dollars. This
is the same reason fellow former NBA all-star
Stephon Marbury loves playing in China: As the
reigning Chinese League MVP, Marbury fre-
quently expresses his enjoyment playing over-
seas.

And why not? Like Iverson, Marbury is treat-
ed like a superstar while still being able to play
the type of game he did in his NBA prime. It is
no wonder that former all-stars now out of the
NBA have reportedly expressed a desire to play
overseas. Mainly, these players, such as Steve
Francis, Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway and An-
toine Walker, believe they still have the talent to
play in the NBA the same as they always could.
Except now, NBA teams do not agree with this
assessment. In Europe, Asia and even Latin
America, basketball’s popularity is expanding,
and with that popularity comes money. Sud-
denly, playing the only game you know the only
way you enjoy does not sound like a bad option,
even if it is not in the “premiere league” of the
world.

All of these players still think they have talent
left. They still are marketable to the right fan-
bases and still want to play basketball for a liv-
ing. However, Iverson, Marbury and the others
were never able to accept fading into a bench
role, followed by retirement. For every Gary
Payton and Peja Stojakovic, who transition from
stars to role-players for playoff teams, there’s an
Iverson who refuses to change his game in any
way. If they can still average 30 points per game
and get paid for it, international basketball sud-
denly doesn’t look like such a bad option.
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or the third time in four years,

Vassar College and Middlebury
College renewed quidditch’s old-
est rivalry on the grandest stage in
the sport: The World Cup. Middle-
bury, the sport’s founders and even-
tual 2010 champions, prevailed over
the Broooers 60-o0 in the semi-final
matchup on Sunday, Nov. 14 at De
Witt Clinton Park in New York City.

The tournament featured 46 teams
competing over two days. On the
first day, each squad was guaranteed
three matches, with the top-24 teams
as determined by overall record and
point differential advancing to the
second day. On the second day, the
top eight teams received byes into
the round of 16, while the no. 9-24
seeds faced each other for the re-
maining eight spots.

Having squared off against Mid-
dlebury in two previous World Cups
the two squads met yet again in the
semi-finals. Although Middlebury
struck first, Vassar was able to con-
trol the pace of the game, maintain-
ing control of two bludgers for much
of the match, as well as holding pos-
session of the quaffle for a majority
of the time. Still, despite their metic-
ulous nature, Vassar could not keep
Middlebury off of the scoreboard.
With the score 30-0, the snitch ap-
peared on the field and was relent-
lessly pursued by the Middlebury
seeker. While the golden-clothed
cross country runner tried to fend off
his stalker with an orange construc-
tion cone, he was unable as Middle-
bury captured the snitch, winning
the match 60-o. While the Broooers
lost the match, they took pride in the
effort they displayed, summarized
Captain Molly Cohen '13: “We knew
going into the game against Middle-
bury that it was going to be tough.”
She continued, “They have phenom-
enal beaters, so we structured our
lineup so as to prevent their beaters
from obtaining two bludgers at the
start of the game, which would have
rendered our team helpless. Instead,
they were only able to score three
times against us. Considering that
they’ve been world champions every
year since they invented the sport,
I think that we preformed beauti-
fully.”

Despite the loss, the match pro-
vided the Broooers with perspective
on how far they have come, noted
Captain Sandy Wood 13 in an e-
mailed statement, “The most signifi-
cant match was definitely the game
against Middlebury in the semifinals.
It’s amazing to see how far both the
sport and the Broooers have come
since our seniors were freshmen,
driving up to Vermont to play the
first ever intercollegiate quidditch
match, and what we now know was
the beginning of something so, so
huge.”

In their next match, Vassar
dropped a third place match to Pitt,
120-50. Still, for the Broooers the
loss was by no means heartbreaking.
Cohen summarized in an e-mailed
statement after the match, “We were
dismayed last year by how needless-
ly rough [Pitt] played, and we saw
the same behavior this year in their
games against other teams. After we
lost to Middlebury, we sat down as
a team and talked, and the conclu-
sion we came to was that the differ-
ence between third place and fourth
place was not important enough to
us to risk having one of our players
seriously injured.” She continued,
“We decided to thumb our noses
at all those players and fans who
forget that quidditch is supposed
to be fun and strive to transform it
into something angry and violent.

When Pitt came onto the field, they
were taking themselves so seriously.
Though they were less physical than
they could have been (due in part to
our explaining before the game that
we would not be taking it seriously
and that we were determined to be
as silly as possible) they were still
pushing, shoving, tackling, tripping,
etc.” The Broooers did not restrict
themselves to muggle means of
disrupting their opposition. Cap-
tain Camila Delgado-Montes ’13
wrote in an e-mailed statement that
the highlight of her weekend was,
“asking the refs if we could shout
out spells while brandishing our
brooms as wands and being told that
it was fine so long as we didn’t use
an Unforgivable Curse..and then
seeing Aaron [Suzuka ’12] actually
dramatically dismount and shout
“Expelliarmus!” at an incoming
chaser.” To counterbalance the ag-
gressive Pitt attack, Vassar engaged
in numerous foolhardy tactics, in-
cluding dancing, skipping, somer-
saulting and cartwheels, thrilling
the crowd in the process. However
no play captured the excitement as
much as a midfield goal from keeper
Daniel Bossert '12, who danced his
way to the center of the field and
chucked the quaffle the rest of the
way through the hula hoops on the
other end.

To earn a match against Middle-
bury, Vassar had to overcome a
number of foes on Sunday as the no.
11 seed. In their opening match, the
Broooers crushed Lafayette College
60-0 to advance to the round of 16.
In that match, Vassar annihilated St.
Lawrence University 8o-10, setting
up a quarterfinal contest with Loui-
siana State University (LSU).

In that game, the Broooers fell be-
hind 40-0 when the snitch—which is
worth 30 points and ends the game
when captured—appeared on the
field. Knowing the score, seeker
Pablo Arenas 11 began to defend the
snitch from his LSU counterpart,
rather than seek its capture himself.
Arenas’ strategy worked to perfec-
tion as Vassar scored moments later,
dropping their deficit to 30 points.
With the Broooers trailing by 30,
Arenas swiftly raced in, surprising
the snitch and catching it for 30 Vas-
sar points. With each side tied at 40,
the match went to a three-minute
overtime, where once again Arenas’
seeking prowess proved vital. His
extra-time capture earned Vassar the
win. Reflecting on the match, Co-
hen noted it was “terrifying. There’s
nothing like overtime to stop your
heart. Honestly, I still don’t know
how we managed to win.”

To qualify for the second day of
play, Vassar had to overcome chal-
lenges from numerous upstart squads
Saturday. The first day of the tourna-
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ment began smoothly for Vassar as
they steamrolled the University of
Richmond 120-0. The second match
however proved far more challeng-
ing. Vassar and Harvard University
squared off in the Broooers’ second
match of the day, a controversial 30-
10 loss for Vassar. Initially, Vassar
thought they had won, as Matthew
Zeltzer '13 captured the snitch early
in the contest. However, the initial
call was reversed as it was deter-
mined the snitch had been on the
ground when the catch occurred,
thereby making it illegitimate. Al-
though there were questions as to
the validity of the ruling, Vassar did
not challenge it, choosing instead to
play a longer contest. The decision
backfired though as Harvard caught
the snitch, who had chosen to spend
the duration of the match on the
field, as opposed to traversing the
area surrounding the pitch as is the
norm, just moments later, ending the
game in a 30-10 decision in favor of
the Ivy-League institution.

Finding themselves at 1-1, Vas-
sar likely needed a win to advance
to the next round of play, facing off
against America’s Finest Quidditch
Club, a team composed primarily of
Reserves of the Corps (ROTC) from
the University of Rochester. Prior
to taking the field America’s Finest
engaged in ritualistic clap-pushups
seeking to intimidate the Broooers;
however, Vassar was able to perse-
vere, emerging victorious and earn-
ing the no. 11 seed.

Although the Vassar-Middlebury
contest was only a semi-final match-
up, there was a championship feel in
the air. The Middlebury-Vassar rival-
ry began on an autumn day four years
ago, when the Vermont school hosted
Vassar’s nascent squad for a contest
in the newly formed sport, which
resulted in a decided victory for the
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Broooers take New York City by storm
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The Broooers soared onto the quidditch pitch to compete in the World Cup—held
last weekend in New York City—in which they placed fourth out of 46 teams.

hosts. The following year, more
teams were involved in the tourna-
ment, and yet the finals once again
resulted in the two familiar foes,
with the hosts and founders emerg-
ing victorious. Last year marked the
first appearance of a new group onto
the championship scene as Emerson
punched its ticket to the finals, earn-
ing itself the distinction as Middle-
bury’s latest victims. Still, with con-
tests in two of the previous three
World Cups in the rearview mirror,
Vassar faced off against its familiar
foe with a championship appearance
on the line.

In finishing fourth out of 46 teams,
the Broooers certainly did every-
thing they set out to do, noted Co-
hen, “Our goals this weekend were
to play intelligently, aggressively, and
fairly, and to have a fantastic time. I'd

say we certainly accomplished all of
these.”

While there is no doubt that the
event was fun for all, it also raised
larger questions about the future
of the sport. There is a movement
afoot among players to make quid-
ditch an official NCAA sport.
While some of the athletes be-
lieve it would provide the sport
increased attention, organization
and regulation, others believe it
would compromise the whimsical
nature of the game. Noted Cohen,
“Quidditch is supposed to be fun
and ridiculous, and as it becomes
more competitive people get so
caught up in winning that they for-
get this. I'd hate to see it become
more violent and less silly, which
I think would happen were it to be-
come mainstreamed.”




