


















After a 0-4 performance in last year’s Vassar 
Volleyball Invitational, the women’s vol-

leyball team won the title at this year’s event, 
improving their regular season record to 20-8. 
En route to their Invitational Championship, 
Vassar went 3-1 defeating Sage College, Uni-
versity of Rochester and the State University of 
New York (SUNY) at Fredonia before eventu-
ally losing to Stevens Institute of Technology. 

The Brewers started off the weekend well, 
winning their first match 3-0 (25-18, 25-19, 25-19) 
over Sage. The Brewers were led in the match 
by freshman hitter Chloe McGuire, who was 
named MVP of the Invitational with 15 kills 
and eight digs. Freshman setter Hilary Koenigs 
also came up big for the Brewers with 36 of the 
team’s 37 set assists. Junior defensive special-
ist Chelsea Mottern contributed 25 digs to the 
Brewers’ cause.

The real treat of the tournament was Friday’s 
second match, a 3-2 (14-25, 25-23, 21-25, 25-16, 15-
13) slugfest with Rochester. The match went 
right down to the wire: Vassar came back to tie 
after a poor first set, only to fall behind again 
in the third, before finally battling back and 
winning the final two sets. McGuire once again 
was prominent in the Vassar victory, leading 
the team with 11 kills and 21 digs. Koenigs, who 
joined McGuire on the All-Invitational team, 
added 31 set assists and 11 digs.

Beginning the second day of play, Vassar 
picked up where they left off, defeating SUNY 
Fredonia 3-1 (23-25, 25-19, 25-15, 25-20). For the 
Brewers, the match closely resembled the previ-
ous night’s duel with Rochester. Once again the 
team trailed early before coming back. Again, 
McGuire led Vassar in kills and digs—this time 
with 14 kills and 21 digs—while Koenigs led the 
team with 37 assists. Senior Tess Johnson con-
tributed 11 kills while Sarah Potts ’10 contribut-
ed four service aces and four block assists. The 
Brewers could not continue their winning ways 
in their final match of the tournament, though, 

and they dropped a tough loss to Stevens 3-0 
(25-22, 25-18, 25-17). Despite the loss, Vassar still 
won the Invitational by virtue of their 3-1 record 
in the tournament and their victory over fellow 
3-1 team SUNY Fredonia.

With the Vassar Invitational complete, the 
Brewers will now turn their attention towards 
regaining the Liberty League Championship. 
The Invitational Championship title should 
be excellent preparation for this weekend’s at-

tempt to win the Brewers’ first Liberty League 
Championship since 2006 this weekend in the 
Walker Field House. 

With solid all-around play, including a hitter, 
McGuire, winning the Invitational MVP and a 
setter, Koenigs, being named to the All-Tour-
nament team, plus two players—McGuire and 
Mottern—recording a total of 137 digs (17.125 per 
player per game), the Brewers should build on 
this weekend’s successes. 
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Freshman setter  Hilary Koenigs sets up  junior  outside hitter Julianna Simon during a re-
cent game  at the women’s volleyball invitational on Oct. 30-31.  Vassar won the tournament. 
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Volleyball named Invitational Champions
Andy Marmer
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Watch out this 
season for L.A. 
Lakers, Lebron

As basketball season gets underway, I’m 
here to help all of you established and 

aspiring basketball fans with a little personal 
insight on what to watch during this season’s 
hoops extravaganza. There’s a lot to pay atten-
tion to, including noteworthy teams and stand-
out individual players.

NBA Teams
There are three NBA Teams that are worth 
keeping an eye on this year. I’ll begin in de-
scending order and finish up with the team that 
has the most potential for a successful season 
and well-deserved media attention. Watch to 
find out if my speculations measure up.

3. Los Angeles Clippers: These perennial los-
ers have an intriguing squad this year. First over-
all pick Blake Griffin has already been sidelined 
with an injury, but when he returns he will join 
a very talented group featuring Baron Davis, 
Chris Kaman, Eric Gordon and Marcus Camby. 
Could the Clippers make a run to the Western 
Conference playoffs? The team has great poten-
tial for a fantastic turnaround season.

2. San Antonio Spurs: For the first time since 
2000, the Spurs failed to make it out of the first 
round during last year’s postseason play. This 
year, the Spurs return their core three—Tony 
Parker, Manu Ginobili and Tim Duncan—from 
their successful team that traveled to the play-
offs. Additionally, the usual contenders added 
a very solid NBA veteran this off-season in 
forward Richard Jefferson. One can only hope 
that the combination will lead to a repeat per-
formance.

1. Los Angeles Lakers: This year’s Lakers may 
be the most interesting team in the NBA in the 
past decade. Team leader Kobe Bryant has won 
four titles, and you know he’s thinking about 
surpassing Michael Jordan’s six. Phil Jackson 
already has earned a record 10 coaching titles. 
Will he be able to keep himself motivated? 
Then let’s throw in the fact that the defending 
champions replaced a very solid player (Trevor 
Ariza, who fled to Houston in the off-season) 
with a man who could do just about anything: 
Ron Artest. Artest once famously beat up a 
fan in the stands during a game. So, how will 
he handle the pressure of Los Angeles? How 
will the Lakers react to having to defend their 
championship? This team is without a doubt 
the one to watch in their league.

Players
Although the teams promise an exciting season, 
basketball would be nothing without the celeb-
rity athletes who play the game. There are three 
players in particular who, for one reason or an-
other, should attract the attention of basketball 
fans worldwide.

3. Derrick Rose: Last year’s rookie of the year 
may have established himself as one of the 
elite point guards in the league in just his first 
season. Will his beginner’s luck wear off and 
cause him to face a sophomore slump, or will 
he improve on his game and solidify his status 
as one of the leading faces of the game for years 
to come?

2. Kevin Durant: Have we ever seen a player 
with Durant’s unique set of skills? Last year, 
the six-foot-nine-inch forward averaged over 
25 points per game while shooting 48 percent 
from the field and 42 percent from the three-
point range. Durant has already proven him-
self to be a remarkable player, and with a great 
season, he will establish himself as a sure MVP 
candidate.

1. Lebron “The King” James: Arguably the best 
player in the league right now, Lebron’s creden-
tials need no introduction. This season is even 
more momentous as “The King” is currently 
entering the final year of his contract with 
the Cavaliers. Will James have an even better 
season this year to earn himself more money? 
And perhaps more importantly, where will he 
play next year? There has been speculation for 
years over this very topic, and I doubt any free 
agent has ever been this hyped in the history of 
sports. James is sure to be the most entertaining 
player this NBA season.

Andy Marmer
Guest Columnist

Broooers shoot 
sky-bound with
Quidditch Cup
QUIDDITCH continued from page 19

fans together in a way far more dynamic than ar-
guing about Snape on a forum on Mugglenet, the 
ultimate Harry Potter fan website. Bossert plays 
the dual roles of chaser and snitch. He finds play-
ing the snitch particularly exciting as the snitch 
has free rein of campus and loyalty only to the 
snitch itself. Bossert fondly recalls his first World 
Cup. He knew he was involved in something epic 
when “Yale [University] said ‘brooms up’ and I 
was like ‘wow, that’s legit.’” Bossert’s favorite tac-
tics include taunting other players and unleashing 
his wolf patronus if any dementors dare to show 
up and spoil the fun. 

St. Clair occupies the rough and tumble world 
of the beater. When questioned about her play 
style she simply states, “I go to my angry place,” 
with just a hint of malice in her eyes. St. Clair, an 
outwardly mild-mannered and charming person, 
can beat with the best of them, and her Laestry-
gonian tactics are vital for the maintenance of 
Broooer morale and performance. St. Clair also 
looks lovingly back upon her first World Cup, 
particularly the Broooers’ triumph over Princ-
eton University’s team (190-10). “I got my first 
tackle. I remember that beater,” she recalls. The 
deadpan delivery and friendly scowl that accom-
panies that statement are all the convincing any-
one would need to solidify St. Clair as a force that 
would take more than a few jinxes to make falter. 

The Butterbeer Broooers, led by their three 
spellbinding captains, strive to indulge the fan-
tasy planted in many from as early as the third 
grade. Harry Potter will forever hold a place in 
the hearts of that oh-so-special breed of adoles-
cent who sets his sight on Vassar, and quidditch 
is just one exceptionally fun way to be a better 
fan. To see the Broooers in action be sure to pol-
ish your wand, dust off your robes and head to 
the Butterbeer Classic in Noyes Circle on Nov. 14. 
Draco Dormiens Numquam Titillandus!

ROWING continued from on page 1

es for a coach and assistant coach. 
Aside from the cost of the rowing program—
which is the highest in the department—the 
Department felt that it could offer a com-
petitive alternative for student rowers with 
a club program developed in partnership 
with the Hudson River Rowing Association 
(HRRA), a program maintained by coaches 
that serves the Mid-Hudson Valley and 
owns and operates Poughkeepsie’s HRRA 
Boathouse in Poughkeepsie.

According to Kitzinger, in the past HRRA 
has expressed interest in running a colle-
giate level team out of their boathouse, but 
because colleges in the area either have al-
ready had their own team—or haven’t had 
one at all—they haven’t been able to do so. 
President of HRRA Andy Mauer—whose 
wife Tracy Wright-Mauer works as a Li-
brary Specialist in the Thompson Memorial 
Library—is “very eager to set up a collegiate 
competitive team,” said Kitzinger. 

As Kitzinger explained, there is also the 
hope that student rowers from other Mid-
Hudson colleges—particularly Bard Col-
lege, The State University of New York at 
New Paltz and Dutchess Community Col-
lege—will also participate in the program. 
“It would actually be a different athletic 
experience for our students,” said Kitzinger. 
“They’d be paired with other college stu-
dents from the area to compete with them. 
Mauer was very eager about this, because 
he receives calls all the time from these 
schools that say ‘Can you provide a rowing 
experience for our students,’ so he’s excited 
to build something with those college. I 
think there’s real potential for a collabora-
tive effort.”

The transition will begin next year when 
the rowing team will be in a sort of hybrid 
system, in which Vassar will save approxi-
mately $35,000 from the $75,000 rowing op-

erating budget. The College will continue to 
pay the salary of the current head coach of 
the team, Rodney Mott—who has agreed to 
work with HRRA—there will no longer be a 
need for an Assistant Coach, as many work-
ing at the HRRA will be able to fill that role. 
In addition, Vassar will continue to provide 
shells and boathouse storage space. 

While the details of how the program 
will be funded have not yet been finalized, 
the College expects that support will come 
from a combination of the Athletics Depart-
ment, the Vassar Student Association and a 
student contribution of no more than $500 
each semester. 

“That is actually less than a lot of stu-
dents spend to row in the varsity program, 
because they contribute to spring trips and 
things like that—and they do fundraising 
which they could continue to do to defray 
those costs,” said Kitzinger. “And the costs 
would lessen proportionally to how many 
students we can get involved.”

When asked why students weren’t con-
sulted in this particular decision, Kitzinger 
responded, saying that in a way they were, 
involvement and retention in each sport 
were heavily considered. 

“As with the curriculum,” she noted, “I do 
feel that the students let their opinions be 
known by their participation in the sport, as 
they do with their participation in depart-
ments.”

Kitzinger continued saying that the issue 
was a sensitive one, given that it involved 
“individual personnel.” “We reluctantly 
made this decision,” said Kitzinger. “It was 
no reflection on the coach or on students 
who are on that team—it’s just that given 
the criteria, rowing was the program that 
emerged to the surface.”

Director of Athletics and Physical Educa-
tion Sharon Beverly could regrettably not 
be reached for a comment. 

Vassar to explore club crew 
program with local colleges


