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Einstein debuts second album on iTunes

Two music videos, an active iTunes page and 
an article in Time Out Dubai’s Nightlife & 

Music section—not too bad for a young, up and 
coming rock star. After growing up in London 
then moving to Dubai for his teen years, Evan 
Einstein ’14 is more than ready to take Vassar 
by storm with his multi-instrumental musical 
talents and recording experience. 

Einstein’s passion for music started at the 
ripe age of 12, when his aunt bought him his 
first acoustic guitar. Shortly thereafter, Ein-
stein joined a garage-type rock band called 
Tonedeaf. The group played a few gigs and 
had a good time, but their accumulation 
of equipment is what’s really important to 
Einstein’s solo career: “I was left with all 
this nice gear, and I decided to put it to 
use,” he said.

After moving from London to Dubai, Ein-
stein started working on his album. From a 
technical standpoint, he had a hard time get-
ting a handle on the mixing and mastering as-
pect of sound design. He explains, “I thought 
the music sounded thin, so I ended up hiring 
a sound engineer. I worked with him for about 
five months then released my first album called 
Overtimed Epitome.” Einstein’s tunes are pre-
dominately influenced by what he refers to as a 
“British mix,” including most notably the Arc-
tic Monkeys. 

Of his songs, Einstein says, “They’re about 
blueberries, the male ego, tortured beginnings 
and ends,” adding that his lyrics and musi-
cal sound work together hand in hand. Unlike 
many artists, Einstein prescribes little meaning 
to his songs. Instead, he leaves interpretation 
up to the listener: “I’m not going to say that 
one song means something specific because 
my songs mean different things to different 
people,” he explained. 

Though dropping an album is definitely a 
thrilling experience, Einstein realized that the  
release of Overtimed Epitome was somewhat 
futile, simply because he had no publicity to 
speak of. “How can you release an album to 
zero people?” he asked rhetorically. 

To get word on the street, Einstein decided 
to take the most viral route: YouTube. He made 

two music videos, one for his hit “Blueberry” 
and another for “Bad Taste.”

“I wanted people to spread the word. I want-
ed to really get my music out there,” Einstein 
said about his videos.

The videos boast high-tech visual and sound 
effects. One showcases the unique eastern ar-
chitecture of the Dubai coast; both highlight 
the fact that Einstein plays all the instruments 
on his tracks. His extensive repertoire includes 
the electric and acoustic guitar, bass, drums, 
and vocals. 

For his second album entitled Again, Ein-
stein did all of the recording and mastering by 
himself. “It’s completely hand-made by me. It’s 
very DIY [do it yourself].” He recorded each 
instrument separately, and then mixed them all 
together into cohesive tracks. Again came out 
on Einstein’s iTunes and Myspace page on Oct. 
10 for the public to purchase. 

Although Einstein has no doubt come a long 

way for a musician of his age, he still has big 
hopes for his future at Vassar and beyond. “My 
main goal is to play live,” he said. Currently, the 
musician is looking for potential bandmates, 
hoping that he’ll stumble upon a an enthusias-
tic and talented group. In addition, Einstein has 
a third album in the works: “I want to eventual-
ly make a third album,” he said, adding “I need 
to get familiar with my resources. I don’t have a 
home studio set up here yet.”

Now in a highly creative, free environment, 
Einstein hopes to capitalize on the vast tastes 
in music here at Vassar, and more importantly, 
he hopes to catalyze his dreams of performing 
live with the help of other student musicians. “I 
think Vassar will help mature and improve my 
style, but it definitely won’t change my funda-
mental sound,” he ended.

 To listen to Einsteins tracks or purchase his 
albums, visit www.myspace.com/evaneinstein, 
or go to the iTunes Store.

Rachel Borné
AssistANt Arts editor

Evan Einstein produced his first album, Overtime Epitome, which features songs in which he plays all of 

the instruments. The album is available on iTunes and Einstein’s music videos can be found on YouTube.
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AULOS continued from page 15

towards performing, which makes this all 
the more exciting,” said Quan.

A passion for making music with each 
other brought together five young, gifted 
and diverse musicians from the Juilliard 
School of music to form the Aulos Ensem-
ble almost three decades ago in 1973. ”We 
liked each other a lot and we realized that 
we liked playing music together a lot, too,” 
said Quan . The Ensemble is comprised of 
cellist Myron Lutzke, flutist Christopher 
Krueger, violinist Quan, harpsichordist 
Arthur Haas and oboist Marc Schachman. 
The group has performed music together 
for the last 15 years and, as Quan put it, 
“The familiarity we share adds to the 
quality of our music.”

Aulos attempts to bring out the old 
world charm that was one of the key at-
tributes of the Baroque period of music. 
In 17th and 18th century Europe, when Ba-
roque was most prolific, musicians began 
to perform in larger halls to a much wider 
audience. “Before this time, music perfor-
mances were confined to royal halls, but 
in this period musicians began to let in the 
so called riff-raff,” said Quan. This transi-
tion to playing in front of a much more 
inclusive audience also led to changes in 
musical techniques.

One such change was that this era 
marked the use of bigger and more ornate 
instruments. One of the most distinguish-
ing features of the Aulos Ensemble’s mu-
sic is that all of their music is played on 
such period instruments. The use of au-
thentic instruments that date back to the 
era when the music was actually written 
adds a great deal of allure to Aulos’s mu-
sic. The sound of period instruments are 
different from the sound of their contem-
poraries; for example, Baroque violins use 
gut strings instead of steel, which makes a 
much more earthy sound. ”We were influ-
enced very much by a teacher who intro-
duced us to playing music on instruments 
that the composers had created it for. He 
felt and we agreed with him that this was 
much truer to the music,” said Quan.

Though the Ensemble has performed 
several times before at Vassar, Quan be-
lieves that the theme of their upcom-
ing concert will set it apart from other 
concerts in the past. The Ensemble is 
presenting their French program called 
“Music at Versailles: A Royal Entertain-
ment.” The music attempts to capture 
the essence of 17th century France, with 
pieces that will cover a wide range of the-
matic material. One piece paints a comic 
picture of the French’s self assumed no-
tions of racial superiority, while another 
is a touching piece that describes a soli-
tary rose trying to hold its own against a 
bitter onslaught by cruel winds, incorpo-
rating elements of French Romanticism.

“Vassar has such a sophisticated au-
dience and the French program ca-
ters perfectly to that audience. The 
music is very picturesque and even bor-
rows from French opera” said Quan. 

Apart from the concert itself, Aulos will 
be holding a masterclass with Vassar’s own 
Baroque ensemble, the Vassar Camerata. 
This is an opportunity for the Camerata to 
learn firsthand from some of the most ex-
perienced and talented Baroque musicians 
in the country. “The masterclass will give 
students the chance to be exposed to fine 
musicians with so much experience in play-
ing this kind of repertoire,” said Murley. The 
Ensemble, on the other hand, looks forward 
to interacting directly with younger musi-
cians and pass on their expertise.

“This is an opportunity for me to blend 
teaching as well as performing together, and 
there is really nothing as fulfilling or as re-
warding as that,” concluded Quan. “Music at 
Versailles: a Royal Entertainment,” featuring 
the music of the Aulos Ensemble, will start 
at 8 p.m. on Nov. 5 at Skinner Hall of Music.

Violinist
Quan to give 
masterclass

ADVERTISEMENT



The most paranormal thing about the 
film Paranormal Activity 2 may actually 

be the posters promoting it. There, one will 
find the words, “The most anticipated horror 
event of the year.”  But if anything, Tod Wil-
liam’s recently released prequel to the 2007 
box office smash Paranormal Activity shines 
as one of the year’s most raucous comedies: 
The visual effects, acting and script are all 
amusingly terrible.	

The Rey’s are a nauseatingly joyful, upper-
middle-class family that has just welcomed 
the addition of a new baby—adorable little 
Hunter—into their midst. The audience is 
soon made aware that Kristi Rey, the mother 
of the family, is in fact the older sister of Ka-
tie, the main character in the original Para-

normal Activity film. This is a cruel tease. 
We are meant to believe that this film is 
similarly related to the rather scary original 
from which it spawned. After a suspected 
break-in prompts the Rey family to install 
an advanced surveillance system, the film is 
shot entirely through the perspective of the 
family’s hand-held camcorder and various 
security cameras throughout the house. The 
Paranormal Activity films are rather unique 
in their use of this type of camera work, and 
it does add a disturbing quality to the footage 
by making it seem very realistic. The suc-
cess of this interesting cinematography was, 
however, blighted by the lack of frightening 
images and effects within each scene. The 

unrefined lenses lose their efficacy while 
capturing this rudimentary plot as it unfolds 
in a series of “paranormal” occurrences in 
the Rey household. 

The eerie charades increase in absurdity 
and conversely decrease in frightening effect 
over the span of the film. While the pres-
ence of a haunting figure in the bedroom of a 
sleeping baby, as implied by a barking, snarl-
ing German Shepherd, admittedly caused my 
heart to race and muscles to tense at the be-
ginning of the film. The fear was soon erased 
by laughter in response to the film’s shoddy 
representation of baby Hunter zooming 
through the air, out of his crib and down the 
stairs into the basement lair of a demon.

Unfortunately, the baby and dog were the 
only decent actors in the entire cast. The 
other actors visibly struggle with characters 
who constantly engage in obvious and unsuc-
cessful attempts to reveal how regular they 
all are. The teenage daughter is quick-witted 
and struggling for independence. The banter 
is tedious, and the writers’ effort to force the 
characters of  Mr. and Mrs. Rey into the mold 
of a conventional suburban couple is brain-
less and transparent. We get it. They’re av-
erage American folk.  They’re normal. What 
is happening to them is paranormal. The 
character of the loony Latina housekeeper 
is meant to provide comic relief, yet quickly 
it becomes offensive in its ethnic stereotyp-
ing. Never mind, there are plenty of laughs 
ahead. When one member of the Rey family 
must take on a more demonic role as a facet 
of this banal horror movie plot, the movie 
shifts from ineffective and desperate to bi-
zarrely hilarious. Soon the audience’s laugh-
ter is drowning out the fear-evoking sound-
track and intent of the film. 

Even if filled with breath-taking perfor-
mances, the film’s script would have ruined 

Paranormal Activity 2. It is true that films 
within the horror genre are not traditionally 
characterized by meaningful writing, but 
this movie lacks the haunting visual effects 
and shocking plot twists that usually com-
pensate for less redeeming aspects of scary 
movies, and the ghastly script which lays the 
framework for Paranormal Activity 2 is over-
whelmingly noticeable. Not only does the 
dialogue remain dull and prosaic through-
out the movie, but the plot self-destructs in 
the concluding 30 minutes. A house that is 
haunted by demons has been a well-imple-
mented contrivance in the realm of screen 
horror since its birth, and Paranormal Activ-

ity 2 manages to take this traditionally scary 
plot scheme and reduce it to a haphazard 
train wreck. While the first film in this se-
quence became renowned for its terrifying 
and shocking finale, the ending of this pre-
quel manages to ruin the entire movie and 
even to impair the quality of its counterpart. 
While I suffered through the 91-minute du-
ration of this film, my preconceptions led 
me to expect an ending that would make the 
time worth it. Instead my hatred of the film 
was confirmed by a culmination of unfore-
seen atrociousness.

Somehow, with a budget increase of 
$2,739,000, Paranormal Activity 2 manages to 
shame the 2007 hit from which it originated. 
The acting is painful to watch, the visual 
effects are guaranteed to make you laugh, 
and the script is exceptionally crude. The 
conventional haunted house plot of the film 
fails to meet the relatively low standards of 
modern popular horror cinema. Though the 
box office ratings will tell you otherwise, I 
strongly dissuade anyone interested in see-
ing a horror film from choosing Paranormal 

Activity 2. If you just want a good laugh, 
though, go ahead and see it.
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Paranormal Activity
Tod Williams
[Paramount]

Evan Einstein ’12 plays guitar, bangs on drums, mutely 
rocks out, gesticulates in disgust and eats flowers at a dinner 
table in a sleeveless tee in the music video for his single “Bad 
Taste.” So when he breaks an egg over his head around two 
minutes in, it does not come as much of a surprise. 

The video was edited by Einstein himself, and contains a 
wide range of filters and lighting effects. This particular still 
includes a cartoon-like filter, causing the image to have more 
graininess and emphasized shadow.

“It is meant to enhance the visual experience and splash an 
intense phase onto the video,” wrote Einstein in an e-mailed 
statement. “It’s out of control.”

Added Einstein on his state of being in the scene of the 
egg-cracking: “I’m anticipating the terrifying raw egg mess to 
splash out onto my face.”

The egg-cracking in tandem with the rest of the offbeat 
imagery has no exact meaning; instead, they are meant to be 
interpreted subjectively by the viewer.

“‘Bad Taste’” is whatever you want it to be,” wrote Einstein. 

“If you want to interpret it in a literal sense, the egg will taste 
terrible, and will leave a bad taste in my mouth. But couldn’t 
it also be disgust that the egg will splatter all over my face?  
Couldn’t it also be that I had a tiff with my long-term girlfriend 
named Suzette and now have a ‘bad taste in my mouth?’”

Einstein has another music video for a single from his debut 
album, Overtimed Epitome. “Blueberries” also features Einstein 
taking oddball actions, as exemplified  by a scene in which 
Einstein throws a chair into his pool, or another in which he 
drinks from the lip of a ornate porcelain fountain, which is 
edited using stuttering frame effects.

Einstein was motivated to film “Bad Taste” to help promote 
the release of Overtimed Epitome, which was also creatively 
inspired.

“I wanted to entertain and convey an out of control image,” 
wrote Einstein. “I also wanted an eerie shadow to rest on the 
shoulder of the video.  I think it’s weird, and that’s cool.”

The bottom line from Einstein on what “Bad Taste” is all 
about: “Make it personal.”  

Paranormal Activity 2 amusingly bad

Devin Leary
Guest Columnist

—Erik Lorenzsonn
Arts Editor

Nikki Aldeborgh ’13

“The Blair Witch 
Project”

Laura Fisher ’14

Rachel Ritter ’12

“Reruns of The 
Golden Girls”

“Angel reruns”

 “30 Rock”

Matt Wheeler ’12

 “Spice World, 
because I was 
a Spice Girl for 
Halloween” 

Rachel Eisen ’11

“CNN all night 
long because 
of the election”

Cory Epstein ’13
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Squash: from British prisons to the American elite

Growing up playing squash with my fam-
ily, I fell in love with the sport. Imagine 

my wonderful surprise this fall when I found 
squash courts, here at Vassar, seemingly at my 
very disposal. But when I tried to recruit my 
friends to play with me I discovered an unfor-
tunate fact—nobody knew what I was talking 
about. So as the season approaches, I surfed 
through the Internet, and even to the source, 
the number one player on the Vassar men’s 
team, Jake Harris ’13, in pursuit of educating 
myself and the campus of this mysterious game 
we call squash.

The rules, and the playing of the game, are 
exceptionally simple. A game consists of two 
players using their racquets to hit a ball back 
and forth off the walls until someone wins a 
point. Both players stand right next to each 
other, and there are no sides, like in tennis. Ev-
ery point starts with a server, who stands in the 
service box, hitting the ball off the front wall 
and into the opposite box on the court. Each 

point ends in one of four ways: either the ball 
bounces twice; the ball hits the tin (the lowest 
section of the front wall); someone hits the ball 
outside the court; or one person interferes with 
another’s shot. Interference occurs when one 
player, physically impedes another from get-
ting to a ball. Everything else is fair game as 
long as one’s shot at some point makes contact 
with the front wall. These open ended rules 
create a game that can be just as mental as it 
is physical, allowing for calculations of angles, 
planned out points, as well as rewarding spon-
taneity and creativity. Harris noted, “Every 
time I step on [the] court I get to bring my own 
philosophy and experience and say, ‘Hey, I am 
going to beat you in this way.’ It’s just you put-
ting it out there and your opponent trying to 
step up to challenge.”

The common image of squash in the United 
States revolves around middle-aged, upper-
class white men, decked out in their all-white 
gear grunting and groaning at their local coun-
try club. But, in fact, the game came from Debt-
or’s Prisons in England in the 1800s, and has 

since become one of the most widely played 
games on the planet. Despite its lack of general 
diversity in the States, a little research on the 
Professional Squash Association (PSA) website 
shows that out of the top 50 ranked players in 
the world, there are 22 countries represented. 
Just let what that means sink in for a second. 
These countries range from Egypt to Mexico 
to New Zealand to India to Austria, with Eng-
land and Egypt holding the most spots. While 
squash has a reputation as both an interna-
tional game, as well as an elitist one in the 
United States, change may be afoot. Harris 
explained in an e-mailed statement, “The im-
age is changing with the start of some of the 
city programs...like Citysquash in New York or 
SquashBusters in Boston that are doing a lot in 
terms of incorporating squash and tutoring in a 
fun after-school setting. There is even a VAST 
[Vassar After School Tutoring] program that 
kids from Poughkeepsie come over and play 
once a week.” He also added that while the ju-
nior game was still dominated by prep schools 
and the northeast, he expected that to change 

in the coming decades as the sport continues 
to grow.

There are good reasons for this growth too. 
Forbes magazine rates squash as the number 
one healthiest sport , citing the balance between 
cardiorespiratory endurance, muscular endur-
ance and flexibility. Oh, and it burns almost 600 
calories in just half an hour. Harris also stresses 
the playability of squash, saying, “If you look 
our team a lot of the guys that have picked up 
the sport since starting at Vassar.” This aspect 
of relative easiness to learn is balanced out by 
deeper complexities as one progresses.

Vassar’s men’s squash team opens up their 
season this Saturday at Haverford College 
(who knocked them out of the national tourna-
ment last year), and the home opener is Nov. 13 
at 12 p.m. in Kenyon Hall. The women’s team 
also opens against Haverford on Saturday, but 
unlike the men does not play at home until Jan. 
29. Harris noted, “This year’s team is shaping 
up to be one defined by tenacity, with a vora-
cious appetite to win some of the big matches 
we feel got away from us last year.”

Wilson Platt
reporter

Cross country second in League

The Vassar men’s and women’s 
cross country team competed in 

the annual Liberty League Champion-
ship race hosted by Hobart and Wil-
liam Smith Colleges last Saturday. The 
meet proved to be a successful one 
for the Brewers, with the men’s and 
women’s teams both taking second 
place to the teams from St. Lawrence 
University.

The St. Lawrence women won the 
championship with a team score of 22 
points, claiming three of the top five 
finishes. But Vassar wasn’t far behind 
in second with 37 points, followed by 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (87), 
Clarkson University (132), Union Col-
lege (134) and William Smith (139). 

The soft, muddy course made for 
slow race results, but the Brewers 
found success by racing strategically. 
Their goal was to break up packs of 
St. Lawrence runners and distance 
themselves from Rensselaer and the 
rest of the field; and they did just that, 
finishing a mere 15 points shy of no. 2 
nationally ranked St. Lawrence and 50 
points ahead of Rensselaer. 

Confirming Vassar’s ability to race 
head-to-head with St. Lawrence, Jo-
hanna Spangler ’12, Kelly Holmes ’13 
and Aubree Piepmeier ’14 finished in 
the top seven and were named First 
Team All-Liberty League. Also no-
table, Elizabeth Forbes ’12 and Zoe 
Carpenter ’11 finished within the top 

14 and were named Second Team All-
Liberty League.

In the women’s 6k race, Spangler 
’12 finished third out of 69 runners in 
a time of 22:52. Holmes finished fifth 
overall (23:24), followed by Piepmeier 
in seventh (23:39), Forbes in 10th 
(23:52) and Carpenter in 12th (24:30). 
Hannah Ziobrowski ’12 in 15th (24:39) 
and Chloe Williams ’14 in 19th (24:50) 
rounded out Vassar’s top seven scor-
ers. 

When asked what helped the 
women’s team perform so well, de-
spite having to slog through a muddy 
course, Ziobrowski said, “instead of 
just relying on the top seven to place 
well, everyone worked together in this 
race.”

Forbes continued “By working to-
gether we were able to make a top 
team like St. Lawrence work for their 
place. We have become a much stron-
ger unit this season, a rely on everyone 
instead of just the few top finishers.” 

On the men’s side, St. Lawrence 
won the championship with a total 
of 15 team points, sweeping the top 
five finishes. Vassar came in second 
place with 61 team points, followed by 
Rensselaer (79), Clarkson (94), Union 
(150) and Hobart College (183). Out 
of 83 runners, Zach Williams ’12 fin-
ished seventh overall in the men’s 8k 
race (26:44) and thereby earned First 
Team All-Liberty League. Following 
close behind were Sam Wagner ’13 in 
eighth (26:51) and Justin Rupert ’12 in 

11th place (26:54), who were named 
Second Team All-Liberty League by 
finishing in the top 14. Another no-
table performance was Will Healy’s 
’12 fourth place finish for Vassar and 
17th place finish overall (27:20). At the 
meet, Vassar’s athletes showed an abil-
ity to work their way up the field and 
distance themselves from the compe-
tition, Williams, Wagner and Rupert 
all finished before Rensselaer’s top 
runner even crossed the finish line. 
Evan Russek ’12 (27:59), Jon Erickson 
’11 (28:10), and Roni Teich ’13 (28:21) 
rounded out Vassar top seven scorers. 

When asked how the course con-
ditions affected the men’s race, and 
how the men still succeeded in tak-
ing second, Williams said: “James 
had us work on visualization a lot be-
fore the race. We also previewed the 
course before hand and knew what 
to expect.” He continued, “Because 
we mentally prepared, we went into 
the competition with a mind set that 
everyone was going to have slower 
mile splits because of the mud. So we 
knew we could still move up the field 
by steadily picking off the St. Law-
rence runners.”

Vassar will have next week off from 
competition to mentally and physical-
ly prepare for the 2010 NCAA Atlantic 
Regional race in Oneonta, N.Y. on Sat-
urday, Nov. 13. At the regional race, the 
top seven from each team compete, 
each team also has three alternates, 
who do not run, attend the meet. 

Kristine Olson
Guest reporter

NFL, NBA consider
European expansion

With the talks of potential 
lockouts in both the NFL 

and NBA, the idea of potential 
expansion in both sports has 
been largely overshadowed in the 
media. However, both the NFL 
and NBA Commissioners, Roger 
Goodell and David Stern, have said 
that they can see each professional 
sport expanding to Europe. The 
idea is, even it if involves reducing 
the number of teams in the United 
States, both leagues will be able to 
expand their fan bases worldwide. 
With the Collective Bargaining 
Agreements (CBA) set to expire in 
2011, expansion to Europe may well 
be discussed after salary issues are 
worked out on both sides. 

While both commissioners 
have expressed an interest in a 
worldwide league, they appear 
to address the issue differently. 
Goodell, coming off the fourth 
annual regular season football 
game in London, has said repeat-
edly that London has shown that 
it can support an NFL team. He 
has not discussed bringing profes-
sional football elsewhere in Eu-
rope, but it seems impractical to 
have only one team across the At-
lantic Ocean. In addition, Good-
ell has used London to push his 
more pressing agenda: expanding 
the regular season from 16 to 18 
games. By playing in London, one 
team hosts one fewer home game 
because it is playing at a neutral 
field. However, Goodell claims 
that if the season expands, the 
loss of a home game will not be 
as detrimental to teams because 
they will still have an additional 
home game to play. Also, if Lon-
don indeed has its own team, it 
eliminates the need for any team 
to actually lose a home game.

Meanwhile, Stern has been 
more general about his plans in 
Europe, focusing on a potential 
“European Division.” In some 
ways, it is more sensible for the 
NBA to expand because it has a 
broad fanbase worldwide, particu-
larly in Europe and East Asia. On 
the other hand, there are already 
professional basketball leagues in 
Europe that are fairly high-level 
and have a relatively large follow-
ing. Stern said that he could see 
an expansion to Europe within 

the next decade, but he acknowl-
edged that he said the same thing 
the previous decade. Unlike the 
NFL, however, the NBA has ex-
perienced a great deal of financial 
difficulty, meaning that for there 
to be any expansion into Europe, 
there would likely have to be con-
traction within the United States. 
This seems unlikely, even in tough 
economic times, because Stern has 
always prided himself on never 
having to eliminate a team while 
commissioner. More likely, some 
team—or multiple teams—would 
have to be owned by people who 
have a financial incentive to move 
the team abroad, similar to what 
occurred several years ago when 
the Seattle Supersonics relocated 
to Oklahoma City.

While both leagues in theory 
might love to expand internation-
ally, there are too many issues that 
need to be worked out for the next 
CBAs that are more immediate. In 
the NFL, for instance, a great deal 
of concern has been voiced over 
increased safety measures and 
health insurance for both cur-
rent and former players. Good-
ell’s season expansion, which he 
and the owners strongly support, 
seems to conflict with the idea of 
protecting the health of the play-
ers, with more opportunities for 
injuries to flare. Meanwhile, the 
NBA is much more focused on 
controlling players’ salaries, with 
the owners pressing for a more 
stringent salary cap that the play-
ers will inevitably fight. With 
such major issues in the balance, 
the idea of Europe needs to be put 
on hold. Before either league can 
expand, games actually need to be 
played beyond this season. 

Once these issues are cleared 
up and a new CBA is written up, 
a European expansion team or 
division could pay off for both 
leagues.  In the NFL, talent has 
always come virtually exclusively 
from the United States, but if a 
team is placed in London, more 
Europeans will inevitably follow 
the sport. As for the NBA, there 
already is a large international 
population, but some European 
players have expressed homesick-
ness and have returned to play 
in their respective homelands.  
A European division gives these 
players the best of both worlds.

Andy Sussman
ColumNist

Above, Zach Williams ’12 won First All-Team Liberty League honors in the Liberty League Championship last Sun-

day, Oct. 31. Both the men’s and women’s cross country teams managed to take second place to St. Lawrence.

C
ourtesy of Sports Inform
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Come this Saturday, a select group of Vas-
sar students will don Kevlar body suits 

and prepare a variety of weapons as they 
travel to Smith College. But this won’t be a 
violent group of Vassar radicals attacking 
Smith. The Big One, Vassar fencing’s first 
major meet, begins at 9 a.m. in Northamp-
ton, Mass. 

Fencing contests are won in bouts. In col-
legiate fencing a bout is a contest to five 
touches. The three different styles of fencing, 
so-named after the weapon utilized are foil, 
épée and sabre, each have different require-
ments for what counts as a touch. In foil and 
épée styles, only contact with the tip of the 
sword against a certain body area of the op-
ponent counts. In épée touches are legitimate 
if the tip strikes any part of the body while in 
foil only torso and back hits count as touches. 
Sabre is different than the other styles be-
cause the entirety of the sword, tip and blade, 
can hit anywhere above the waist except the 
hands to be counted as a touch.

Men’s Captain Andrew Fischl ’11, who 
fences sabre, prefers his style due to its 
speed. “Sabre is the whole blade, it’s a lot 
faster. That’s what I like about it. Anyone you 
think of as athletic would be good at sabre.” 
Fischl has done his share of the other styles 
though. “Sometimes in practice I fence épée 
or foil. My favorite is sabre, and then foil; I 
don’t like épée.”

Fischl was eager to point out perhaps the 
most fear-inducing mistaken belief about 
fencing. “There’s a very common misconcep-
tion among people that fencing is painful. 
We’re well padded so it’s not. My protec-
tive gear is made of Kevlar, the same mate-
rial used for making bulletproof vests. The 
only times people get hurt are when their 
weapons break or when they use the wrong 
equipment.” Another common mistake Fischl 
has encountered was the assumption held by 
many regarding the cost. “Some people think 
fencing is a sport you can only do if you have 
a lot of money. That’s not true. The cost of 

fencing is about the same as the cost to play 
tennis.”

Women’s Captain Julie Carlsen ’11 readily 
disproved the idea that fencing is not a team 
sport. “We practice together and coach each 
other. We really give each other a lot of sup-
port and advice. Just because we fence indi-
vidually doesn’t mean we’re not a team.” 

Strong personal relationships aren’t all the 
fencing practices build. The team’s rigorous 
practice schedule is meant to prepare fenc-
ers for intense bouts in competition. Carlsen 
and Fischl both have pronounced accounts of 
their most memorable Vassar fencing bouts. 
Carlsen noted,  “Last season, the women’s 
team beat Boston College for the first time in 
five years. I won my bout against my friend 
from [Boston College] who is a tough oppo-
nent. It was a personal victory because I fence 
her a lot and it’s always a tough bout. It was 

also important for the team. We only won 14-
13 so everyone’s victories were crucial. The 
last bouts were really intense. My bout was 
at the end and I really felt the excitement of 
our victory.” Fischl also has an exciting story 
of a late-meet victory. “My freshman year I 
was in the finals of The Big One. I was the 
only one left for Vassar. Everyone was watch-
ing and cheering for me. It was the first time I 
had fenced on a team. The whole experience 
was very surreal.”

But past glories can’t compare to the ripe 
future the two captains have in front of them. 
Fischl is looking forward to a higher record 
for both himself and the team at large. Carls-
en is excited about the trip to Cleveland, Ohio 
taking place in January for both the mens’ 
and women’s teams. Both of these prospects 
are sure to result in an exciting time for Vas-
sar fencing.
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Athlete of the week Zander Mrlik the master of two fields

To some it’s an over-competitive cockiness. 
To Alexander “Zander” Mrlik ’13 and his 

teammates, it’s an obsession to compete every 
second of every minute of contest.

Watching him play soccer, fans witness his 
extreme dedication. His fearlessness was dis-
played when Mrlik played with stitches in his 
right eye after a collision against a player from 
Fairleigh Dickinson College at Florham . “Once 
I got the stitches, I knew I had to return to the 
field,” said Mrlik.

A midfielder for the soccer team, Mrlik 
helped lead the Vassar men’s soccer program to 
an 8-7-1 record.

Throughout the season, Mrlik has been a key 
player for the Brewers and was instrumental in 
the team’s victory over national powerhouse 
Hobart College; however, Mrlik attributes this 
triumph to an overall team effort. “The win 
over Hobart was a complete effort from our 
team. Goalie Ryan Grimme [’14] played like 
the best goalie in the Liberty League, making 
several key saves during the final parts of the 
match,” said Mrlik.

A graduate of St. Ignatius College Prepara-
tory in San Francisco, Calif., Mrlik was a stand-
out on the school’s football and soccer teams. 
As a captain of the men’s soccer team his senior 
year, he led St. Ignatius to the school’s first Cali-
fornia Coast Section championship, and in the 
process garnered first team All-League honors. 
Starting as kicker and tight end on the varsity 
football team, Mrlik squared up against some 
the top rated high school prospects in the Bay 
Area. “The football atmosphere was demand-
ing, as we trained nine months out of the year 
and we prepared for some of the toughest pro-
grams in California” said Mrlik.

In addition to his passion for soccer and foot-
ball, Mrlik displayed a love for baseball from a 
young age. He actually did not play for his high 
school varsity team in his final two years as a 

student, choosing instead to make a full time 
commitment to his club soccer team, San Fran-
cisco United (SF United). “Playing on SF United 
was one of the best experiences of my soccer ca-
reer. Not only did I have the opportunity to play 
against the top competition on the West Coast, 
but also I was surrounded by a diverse group 
of teammates, as players hailed from countries 
such as Argentina and Mexico,” added Mrlik.

It wasn’t until Mrlik arrived on Vassar’s cam-
pus that he returned to the diamond. “That is 
what stood out for me when it came down to the 
college process. Here at Vassar I have an oppor-
tunity to play two sports and focus on achieving 
in the classroom as well,” noted Mrlik.

Despite his background with baseball, Head 
Coach Jon Martin had a different idea for Mr-
lik’s role. “When I went to try out I began as 
an infielder with playing experience in the out-
field and catcher positions. Yet Coach Martin 
told me that I’d be quickly converted into a 
pitcher,” said Mrlik.

Last year, Mrlik worked his way from the 
back of the bullpen to a spot starter for the 2010 
Brewers. He led the pitching staff in Earned 
Run Average (ERA) with a 5.46, throwing 28 in-
nings in nine appearances. 

While he has dressed for over 69 athletic 
contests for the Brewers, he recalls beating 
Union College for the soccer program’s first 
back-to-back Liberty League wins as his career 
highlight. “[Last year,] when Ross [Macklin ’12] 
scored the game-winning goal against Union 
and we won our first consecutive league games, 
I have never been so pumped,” said Mrlik.

It’s a drive to play against the best that has 
inspired Mrlik to compete everyday. It’s only 
natural for Mrlik, who demands the most out 
of himself every time he stepped on the field. 
“With a close knit family, hustle has been in-
stilled in my life since my youngest playing days. 
My dad always stressed that the key to athletics 
was playing your hardest each moment of each 
game,” said Mrlik. No matter which sport it is.

Harrison Remler
Guest reporter

Vassar students fence at Walker Fieldhouse. The fencing season starts this Saturday with The Big 

One, Smith College’s annual fencing tournament. The fencing team will travel to Cleveland in January.
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Zander Mrilk, above, serves as a midfielder for the varsity soccer team and as a pitcher for the baseball 

team. Mrlik emphasizes the importance of having “hustle” and staying competitive as his key to success.
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SAAC seeks
to represent
VC athletes

All groups function best when given a voice, 
and the population of athletes at Vassar Col-

lege is no different. The Student Athlete Advi-
sory Committee (SAAC) provides that outlet.  
Much like players’ unions in professional sports, 
SAAC serves as the link between student-athletes 
and the school’s athletic administration. It also 
provides outreach to the rest of the college com-
munity as well. SAAC is a national organization; 
every NCAA institution is mandated to have this 
group available on campus. That should not im-
ply, however, that SAAC has no specific signifi-
cance for Vassar athletes in particular.

In an e-mailed statement, Carolyn Crampton 
’11, a guard on the Vassar women’s basketball 
team and president of SAAC noted that SAAC 
holds meetings to discuss issues, concerns, and 
goals the student-athletes may have, and encour-
ages as many athletes from as many teams as pos-
sible to come. Crampton mentioned how this has 
worked, as “at Vassar, SAAC [represents] almost 
every varsity team on campus this year as well as 
several club teams.” The organization is led by an 
executive board, which Crampton heads.  

Crampton explained that, in addition to SAAC 
meetings, she talks to Vassar’s Director of Athlet-
ics and Physical Education, Sharon Beverly, usu-
ally biweekly to update her on the goals, concerns 
and progress associated with SAAC. The execu-
tive board as a whole also frequently contacts 
men’s basketball Head Coach Del Harris, who 
serves as SAAC coordinator. Harris attends all of 
the organization’s meetings and provides a reli-
able connection to the administration. Crampton 
added that SAAC is trying to increase this com-
munication even further, as they hope to form a 
“task force” that would feature SAAC representa-
tives meeting with the athletic administration, 

See SAAC on page 20 

Corey Cohn
reporter

Captains puncture the myths of fencing
Nathan Tauger
Guest reporter
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Women’s rugby captures Met NY title

This past Sunday, on the all hallowed 31st of 
October, with bone-chilling winds whisper-

ing through the air, Vassar’s women’s rugby team 
faced off against State University of New York at 
New Paltz in a clash that proved to be a definitive 
treat for this dedicated group of Brewers. Captain 
Julia Nissen ’11 explains the psychological condi-
tions prefacing the match, noting, “They had a 
really confident attitude that we had to counter,” 
in reference to New Paltz’s recent triumph over 
Marist College, who had bested the Brewers in 
their previous engagement. Ultimately, Vassar 
women proved once again that brains and brawn 
make for a deadly combination on the rugby 
field, winning by a score of 25-12 to capture the 
Metropolitan New York Division II title. 

Like any truly riveting game, the outcome 
could not be readily predicted from the out-
set. In fact, New Paltz gave the Brewers quite 
a scare with their initial gusto. Rookie stand-
out O’Mara Taylor ’12 modestly explains, “New 
Paltz really rallied towards the end of the first 
half. They started rucking harder than us and 
they had possession more then we did, but we 
rallied and put pressure back on them.” 

However, Head Coach Tony Brown clarifies 
that Vassar’s accrual of momentum owed much 
to Taylor’s efforts. “We didn’t score for the first 
15 minutes,” he says, “and then New Paltz came 
marching down the field, and they got ten yards 
within our line and I thought ‘Crikey!’ We had 
all of this pressure on us and then O’Mara Tay-
lor picked the ball up and ran 80 yards, which 
was an amazing display of athleticism.” 

As the game progressed, both teams ably vied 
for the title of champion; however, masterful tries 
scored by the rookie trio of Taylor accompanied 
by Dallas Robinson ’14 and Margaret Kwateng ’14 
clinched a favorable outcome for the Brewers. 
Taylor elaborates, “During the middle and end of 
the second half we were just dominating the field 
and were playing well and were really fluid and 
that’s when we scored most of our tries.” 

The Brewers’ victory is perhaps made all 
the more incredible by the greenness of their 

squad. With the A-side, starting line up includ-
ing a hefty sum of six rookie players, Coach 
Brown beams with pride when reviewing the 
progress they have made in such a brief span of 
time. “Their individual development has been 
huge,” he says. “They’re playing with confi-
dence, running hard with the ball, surviving on 
their wits, so individually that’s great, and for 
them to combine and have the team win more 
games than they lose is great.” 

Aside from individual prowess, the team uni-
versally acknowledges that their own chemistry 
and camaraderie also warrant some credit for 
their stellar performance this season, with Tay-
lor proclaiming, “The returning players really led 
us. They were really inclusive and allowed us to 
thrive so it was a wonderful setting for us rook-
ies.” Nissen enforces this sentiment, explaining, 
“It’s been a really great team and I feel that the 
team not only works great on the rugby field, but 
is also very close in terms of friendship, and that 
also really helps us on the rugby field in terms of 

trust and being there for each other.”
For Coach Brown, the effects of victory are 

worth the grueling months of preparation. 
He says, “The best moment of the game was 
when the final whistle blew and all those Vas-
sar women were smiling, laughing and hugging 
each other. That’s what it’s all about for them; 
to work as hard as they do and feel that much 
joy is great.” 

Now, invigorated by their most recent tri-
umph, Vassar’s women’s rugby team is seeded 
second in the Northeast Rugby Union Division 
II Championship, and will take on Boston Uni-
versity this coming Saturday, Nov. 6 at 1 p.m. 
on the Vassar Farm. Brown concludes with his 
hopes for an unparalleled outpouring of school 
spirit. “I am hoping for the biggest ever rugby 
crowd at Vassar. I want these women to be sup-
ported in their endeavor. They’re so proud to 
be Vassar students representing the College 
and I just want that endorsed by even people 
who don’t know rugby.” 

Mitchell Gilburne
FeAtures editor

SAAC continued from page 19

Vassar President Catharine Bond Hill and 
other members of the faculty to discuss 
relevant issues.

So far, the organization has had a posi-
tive effect on the athletes. Crampton re-
ferred to its most recent success, the pass-
ing of the academic credit proposal for 
student-athletes (see: “Athletes will receive 
credit starting in fall” 3.31.10). Varsity team 
members will now receive up to two units 
of credit for participating in their sports 
over the span of four years. Crampton said 
in response to the controversy surround-
ing this proposal, that it was critical for 
SAAC “to really show the commitment and 
dedication that student-athletes at Vassar 
have to their academics…[and] prove that 
we are, first and foremost, Vassar students 
who are here for an education.” Though 
the academic credit proposal officially 
went through the Vassar Student Associa-
tion (VSA), Crampton said SAAC was very 
much involved and the effort improved the 
group’s relationship with the school ad-
ministration.   

As far as other school-wide relations, 
SAAC particularly strives to close the di-
vide between athletes and non-athletes. 
Crampton emphasized the importance of 
improving the perception of athletes, so 
they are not only associated with the of-
ten-inclusive bubble sports create. She said 
that they “strive to push away the ‘jock’ im-
age…we are students first, and thus we can 
relate to everyone on this campus, not just 
athletes.”

SAAC representatives illustrate this 
sincere level of care for the non-athletic 
aspects of Vassar by becoming involved 
in the various other events on campus. 
Crampton said that the teams expect stu-
dents to cheer for them at their games, but 
that support should be reciprocated. “As 
athletes, we fully understand that you want 
your peers there [for] you in what you 
put a great deal of time and effort into—
whether that be a sport, a play, a musical 
piece, artwork, or something else.” While 
dismissing the “jock image” is part of the 
objective, Crampton stressed that the stu-
dent-athletes support the rest of the Vas-
sar student body out of a sheer love for 
the school and a strong appreciation of the 
nonathletic aspects of its culture.  

Along the same lines, SAAC shows equal 
concern for the community outside of Vas-
sar. Crampton said that the organization 
has mirrored the school itself in its intent 
to reach out to the rest of Poughkeepsie. 
“Just as it has been a goal of the College in 
recent years to improve relations with the 
Poughkeepsie community, it has also been 
a goal of SAAC, and being a part of this or-
ganization has helped me realize how im-
portant that responsibility truly is.”  

SAAC is making extra efforts to support 
that initiative this year. Crampton men-
tioned one goal for 2010-2011 is to start a 
Habitat for Humanity project somewhere 
within a two-hour radius of the Vassar cam-
pus. Another upcoming endeavor involves 
a Vassar version of the popular LiveStrong 
bracelets, complete with school colors bur-
gundy and gray and a catchy slogan yet to 
be determined.  Crampton said the idea was 
originally supposed to be a fundraiser for 
SAAC, but women’s tennis representative 
Jennifer Beckerman suggested donating the 
proceeds to charity. According to Cramp-
ton, “we are in the process of working out 
the specific design of the bracelets and or-
dering them, and we will be voting on what 
cause to donate the money to…but we’re 
really excited about the idea.”  Crampton 
appears equally excited about the state of 
SAAC and, more importantly, its potential 
for the future. This is for good reason, as 
the organization, already making strides na-
tionwide and within the realm of Vassar, is 
positioned to only continue to grow.

SAAC aids 
varsity athletes 
off the court

Women’s rugby defeated SUNY New Paltz on Sunday, Oct. 31, with a score of 25 to 12, earning the Met-

ropolitan New York Division II title. The team hopes to go on to defeat Boston University on Nov. 6.
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Volleyball takes second at VC Invitational

After a pair of victories in the Athletic and 
Fitness Center on Friday afternoon, spirits 

soared for the Vassar women’s volleyball team. 
With exciting wins over Kings College (3-0) 
and Daemen College (3-2), the team was pre-
pared to defend their home turf at the Vassar 
Invitational, with the support of fellow student-
athletes in the stands. Unfortunately for the 
Brewers, they dropped a pair of close fought 
matches the second day to Steven Institute of 
Technology (3-2) and State University of New 
York (SUNY) at Fredonia (3-2), but still man-
aged to pull out a second place finish.

As King’s was just warming up in the first two 
sets, Vassar took advantage of the situation and 
led with two 25-19 wins. By the third match, the 
Brewers had to pick up the intensity in order 
to eventually come along with the two-point 
margin of victory after a 23-23 tie. The game-
winning point finally arrived after a kill by Amy 
Bavosa ’12 and an error on behalf of the oppo-
nents. Moving onto their second competitor, 
the Brewers came out with powerful blocking 
and accurate defense against Daemen College. 
With quick recovery from tips, a handful of key 
digs by Chelsea Mottern ’11, and Julianna Simon 
’11 and Chloe McGuire ’13 filling in the back row 
when there were holes, Vassar gave Daemen 
College a fight despite dropping the first set. In 
the second set, several free balls made way for 
consistent hitting by the Brewers, led by Rose 
Carman ’14—a force too strong to be blocked. 
A combination of blocking by Simon and Jessie 
Ditmore ’14 and backrow hits by Mottern made 
way for a Brewers lead. McGuire’s deadly kills 
prolonged Hilary Koenigs’ ’13  consistent serv-
ing for a well-earned win in the second match. 
Despite a close loss in the third set, the Brew-
ers returned for two victories to defeat Daemen 
College and boast an undefeated record for the 
first evening’s play.  

Coming out on the second day, the Brewers 
opened up against the tournament’s other un-

beaten, Stevens. The Brewers started the day 
slowly, quickly dropping the first set, 25-14. The 
team battled back though, routing Stevens in the 
next two sets led by Bavosa and McGuire. De-
spite the early advantage, Stevens would not go 
down quietly; although they were never able to 
hold more than a slight lead, they still managed 
to capture the fourth set and earn themselves an 
early 5-0 lead in the fifth. Vassar though was able 
to battle back, before succumbing 19-17.

The second match of the day, against Fredo-
nia, was eerily similar to the first. Vassar took 
an early lead in the match, edging Fredonia 27-
25, and lost a close set in the second, 25-22. Per-
haps angered by the second set loss, the Brew-

ers unleashed a storm of kills, sailing to a 25-12 
victory in the third and another 2-1 advantage. 
As was the theme throughout the day, however, 
they were unable to hold their lead, eventually 
falling 15-12.

Stevens captured the event with a perfect 4-0 
Invitational record, with Vassar earning their 
second-place finish over Fredonia and Dae-
men based on tie-breaks as all three teams fin-
ished 2-2. The Brewers were led throughout the 
event by McGuire, whose effort was recognized 
through an All-Invitational nod. 

This weekend, Vassar will conclude its sea-
son competing in the Liberty League Champi-
onships at St. Lawrence University.

Andy Marmer, sports editor

Lillian Reuman, CoNtriButiNG editor

The women’s volleyball team fell to MIT and SUNY Fredonia on the second day of the Vassar Invitational 

last Saturday, but still managed to secure second place due to victories against Kings and Daemen Colleges.
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