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Men’s soccer to finish as top
contender in League playoffs

Lillian Reuman
Sports EpITor

Boasting a winning record of 9-5-1 this fall
season, the Vassar men’s soccer team now
stands at fourth place in the Liberty League
rankings with a chance to enter the Liberty
League playoffs after their upcoming game
against Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI).
After two away games last weekend, the team
solidified their stellar league performance.

On Oct. 24, after a long ride to Sandy MacAl-
laster Field in Canton, N.., the men’s soccer
team conquered St. Lawrence University and
posted a 3-o lead within the first half. Simon
Whitelaw 13 scored the first goal off of a strong
free throw from Zander Mrlik ’13 after just three
minutes of game play. Halfway through the first
half, Mrlik made another strong play and head-
ed the ball past the St. Lawrence goalie for the
team’s second goal of the game. Near the end of
the first half, Eli London ’12 scored Vassar’s third
goal on a breakaway.

The Brewers then faced the challenge of ward-
ing off the ever-aggressive Liberty League rivals
during the second half of the game. St. Law-
rence scored twice during the second half, but
the team was unable to surpass Vassar’s strong

first-half offensive performance. Although St.
Lawrence outshot Vassar and had more corner
kick opportunities, the Saints could not topple
the Brewers.

The following day, the Brewers traveled to
Clarkson University in Potsdam, N.. where
they faced a situation similar to that of the pre-
vious day. However, Clarkson claimed the 2-0
lead at halftime.

Partway into the second half, Bryan English
'13 rebounded off of London’s initial attempt
to score. Within two minutes, Alex Freund ’1o
scored his second goal of the season and tied
the game. Afterwards, neither team scored dur-
ing the remainder of regulation time and two
overtime periods.

With a final score of 2-2, the Brewers rose to
3-2-1 in the League as Clarkson fell to 0-4-2 in
Liberty League play. After the win, Vassar took
fourth place in Liberty League standings. The
Brewers remain in playoff contention; howev-
er, the final determinations will be made next
weekend as each league team plays their final
game of the season. Vassar will host RPI on
Prentiss Field at 1 p.m. Vassar must either beat
RPI or rely on a Union College loss in order to
officially claim the last playoff spot.

Sophomore Eli London scored the third goal for Vassar during the first half of a game
against Liberty League rival St. Lawrence University on Saturday, Oct. 24. Vassar won 3-2.

European amateurs’ guilt by association unreasonable

NCAA continued from page 19

For the average European athlete though, high
school is not where one pursues an athletic ca-
reer. If an athlete is serious about a sport s/he
must join a professional club’s junior teams or
academies. Once the athlete reaches the Un-
der-16 level of competition, however, all athletes
are required to take physicals that are paid for
by the team. The league registration process
requires that the athlete sign a letter of com-
mitment to that team. These commitments,
which bind the player to the team, are typically
valid for one year, unless the athlete has actually
signed a real professional contract, as they are
allowed to do at the age of 16. After signing the
commitment, the player is officially part of the
professional team, albeit at the junior level. But
being part of the team means that on any given
day he can be in the weight room with a profes-
sional athlete, or even get “called up” to partici-
pate in practice with the professional team for

the coaches to scout and track his performance.
Furthermore, as part of the organization, the
athlete is also entitled to receive all the regular
perks such as gear, discounts at various spon-
sors’ stores and even season tickets for the team.
In other cases though, a really talented athlete
could also be moved by the coaching staff to a
professional affiliate team where he would play
with professional athletes on the same team de-
spite not being himself on a professional con-
tract. In most places in Europe, this is common
practice for young athletes, as teams do every-
thing they can to retain and develop athletes.
At no point, unless specifically stated, are these
kids considered anything more than amateurs.
More importantly, many amateurs have no
choice but to play with professionals in certain
situations if they want to continue playing the
sport they love.

The NCAA simply fails to understand these
circumstances and all such athletes with any as-

sociation to professionals are deemed ineligible,
a situation that desperately needs changing. To
this end, however, there does seem to be some
hope on the horizon in the form of Michael Rog-
ers. Rogers, the chair of the NCAA Division I
Amateurism Cabinet, has proposed an overhaul
of the eligibility rules so that in future a student-
athlete’s amateur status would only depend on
his own situation and not that of any poten-
tial former teammates. Essentially, this would
mean that coaches would be allowed to recruit
players from professional teams given that the
young athletes in question are only on amateur
contracts. Rogers’ proposal goes a very long way
towards improving the situation and reconciling
the realities of European athletes to the rules of
American collegiate sports.

While Rogers’ proposal is a step in the right
direction, it is only one step. There are still a
huge number of eligibility rules that need over-
hauling, and Dez Bryant and John Wall are per-

fect examples of that. Earlier this year, Bryant,
a football player at Oklahoma State University
was suspended for the rest of the year because
he lied about having dinner at NFL player De-
ion Sanders’ house. In the meantime, Wall, a
much-touted freshman on the University of
Kentucky’s basketball team, was this week put
under investigation by the NCAA because his
old AAU coach held a Fédération Internationale
de Basketbal (FIBA) Agent’s license for a year.
In both cases the violations are at best trivial,
but their ramifications have the potential to be
devastating for these athletes.

While amateurism is a noble ideal and one
to which the NCAA should continue to adhere,
it needs to reform the ways in which it under-
stands and ensures it. Anything less than com-
prehensive change leaves the NCAA as nothing
more than an institution that administers selec-
tive punishments that are entirely insensitive to
the circumstances of those who are affected.

— Sports Briefs

Sophomore Katy Hwang played a crucial role in the Brewers’ offense throughout
the fall. She finished her season with three goals, one of which was a game-winner.

Field Hockey falls to 2-17 on the season

On Oct. 20, the Brewers field hockey team
dropped a 3-2 overtime decision to the visiting
Drew University Rangers. Vassar sprinted out
to an early 1-o lead when Jennie McAllister ’10
capitalized on a feed from Jessica Lance '11 to
score in the first eight minutes of the game.
The Rangers answered 30 seconds later when
Sarah Charles '13 tied the game. Three min-
utes after halftime the Brewers retook the lead
when Lance knocked home her fourth goal of
the season off of a breakaway. The Brewers
held the lead for just a minute and a half be-
fore the Rangers tied the game again. In over-
time, Rangers senior Elizabeth Law ’10 scored
the game-winning goal five minutes in, lifting
the ball over Brewer goalie Rachel Horwitz ’11.
Hortwitz had four saves in the game.

The loss dropped Vassar to 2-14 for the sea-
son, with just three games left in the season,
all of which are at home. The contest against
the Rangers was the Brewers’ first home game
since a Sept. 23 loss to Western Connecti-
cut State University. This overtime defeat
was Vassar’s second overtime loss. The first
came in the Seven Sisters tournament against
Wellesley College. After more recent losses
to Hamilton College, St. Lawrence University,
and University of Scranton, the Brewers end-
ed their season with a record of 2-17.

—Andy Marmer, Reporter

Volleyball conquers Hudson Valley tri-match

On Oct. 17, the Vassar women’s volleyball
team improved their season to 16-5 with a pair
of wins at the Hudson Valley Tri-Match. In
their first match, Vassar defeated Mount St.
Mary’s College 3-0 (25-17, 25-21, 25-17). In this
match, senior Tess Johnson, who registered

ten kills and a .304 attack percentage, led the
Brewers. Chelsea Mottern 11 kicked in four
service aces for the Brewers, while Hilary
Koenigs ’13 contributed 28 assists and 12 digs.
In the second match, Vassar trounced Bard
3-1 (25-8, 25-16, 22-25, 25-14). Sophomore Amy
Bavosa led the charge with 19 kills and a .519
attacking percentage in the effort. Koenigs
kicked in 17 assists, while Mottern added 16
digs for the Brewers. The Brewers started and
finished strong in the match. In the first set,
Vassar hit .387, with 16 kills and just four er-
rors. In the final set they hit .308 with 10 kills
and only two errors.
—A.M.

Men’s & Women’s XC place fifth, fourth
place respectively at Saratoga Invitational
With eight runners finishing in under 20
minutes, the Vassar women’s cross country
team placed fourth at the Saratoga 5K Invita-
tional in Saratoga Springs on Oct. 24. Johanna
Spangler '12 led the Vassar team with a time of
18:12 and a fourth place individual finish. Zoe
Carpenter '11 came in eleventh followed by
teammate Kelly Holmes 13 in 21st place. De-
spite the rainy weather, several Vassar runners
turned in their best times of the season.

The men’s cross country team finished fifth
out of 13 teams for the Saratoga 8K Invitation-
al. Jonathan Erickson ’11 placed tenth overall
in the race, marking his fourth top ten finish
of the season. Justin Rupert '12 finished 32nd
with a time of 27:22 and played a key role in
keeping pace for his teammates. According
to Varsity Head Coach James McCowan, the
team’s fifth place finish marked the second
best cumulative time in 20 years.

—Lillian Reuman, Sports Editor
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