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Das Racist crafts confusing hip-hop

Sit Down, Man
Das Racist

To be honest, I don’t really know what to
tell you about Das Racist and their most
recent mixtape, Sit Down, Man. For nearly a
year this multicultural Brooklyn duo—made
up of recent Wesleyan graduates Himanshu
Suri and Vitctor Vazquez—has been per-
plexing and intriguing bloggers and internet
tastemakers with a steady stream of what
has been insufficiently described as “rap”
music. And the truth is, all that confusion is
mostly because no one can figure out what
Das Racist is trying to do. For one thing,
Suri and Vazquez don’t really have smooth,
aesthetically-pleasing flows. They rap in
jittery staccato that hangs on free associa-
tion and humorous turns of phrase. And on
the other hand, their material has almost
nothing in common with traditional rap-
pers. They rap about smoking blunts while
reading obscure Middle Eastern literary
theorists. Their beats are sparse and mad-
deningly repetitive. Their best known song
is called “Combination Pizza Hut and Taco
Bell.” Are they genius social commentators
deconstructing both hip-hop and American
culture? Are they a couple of overeducated
liberal arts hipsters laughing at music critics
from their Williamsburg apartments? Does
any of this really even matter when it comes
to their music?

With Sit Down, Man, Suri and Vazquez
will only add to the confusion surrounding
their project. Featuring producing credits
from well-established names like Diplo and
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Dame Grease, and guest appearances from
the likes of fellow Brooklynites Chairlift, it
would seem that Das Racist is making a play
for legitimacy, or, at the very least, better
production values. But lyrically, the group is
up to their old tricks. All across Sit Down,
Man the duo toys with repetitive phrasing,
a confounding lack of coherence and refer-
ences to both the low-brow and the hi-brow.
Like any mixtape, Sit Down, Man is a ram-
bling, inconsistent affair with a wealth of
material that could have been left on the
cutting room floor. But thanks to Suri and
Vazquez’s sense of humor, the best songs on
Sit Down, Man shine with irreverence and
wit while giving a much needed kick in the
pants to the oft abused clichés of contem-
porary rap.

So, putting aside all the preconceived no-
tions of what Das Racist is, or might be, the
question remains, is this music any good?
The answer is yes, at least most of the time.
The production isalmost always above aver-
age, and the mixtape features a mosaic of dis-
parate beats. “Amazing” builds slowly into a
steady rumble of glittering, distorted synths
with a hypnotic appeal. “Fashion Party,”
thanks to production by the aforementioned
synthpop loving Chairlift, has a gloriously
catchy chorus that evokes Blondie and early
Madonna. And when Dame Grease shows up
on “Rooftop,” he provides the mixtape with
the closest thing it has to a traditional rap
beat, with the result being both comforting
and a little confusing. But like I said, confu-
sion abounds when it comes to Das Racist,
so the track’s presence shouldn’t exactly be
surprising.

But beats are one thing, and the most
divisive thing about Das Racist has always
been their lyricism—if you can call it that.

The thing that gets most people about this
group is that they don’t really rap as much
as they just throw words together as they
feel like it, and a lot of the time they sound
like two stoners trying to impress one an-
other with ridiculous word play. They’ll
drop a pop culture reference, tie it to
something with a half-hearted simile, then
go on a long string of random words that
just happen to rhyme. Here’s an example,
courtesy of the track “Free Jazzmataz”:
“Wake and bake/one take jakes takin ba-
con from him/T’ll take one of your chicks
straight from under your armpit.” Or, how
about this from “All Tan Everything:”
“Mad rhymes/finna blow up like land-
mines/all tan everything/shout out to tan
lines.” As you can see, these don’t exactly
follow a logical progression, and the joke
about taking your chick from under your
armpit is probably the closest thing you’ll
hear to a typical rap-star boast. But this
weird, dada-inspired approach to rhyming
does yield the occasional flash of humor-
ous brilliance, though it’ll come and go so
fast you might just miss it.

I'm not quite sure what to tell you about
Sit Down, Man. It would be far too simple
to write ait off as half-assed trash made as
a joke, and it would be just as easy to extol
it as some future-thinking masterpiece that
shines light on where rap music is heading
in the next decade. As music goes, there are
both good songs and bad songs, and if you
can get past the pure strangeness of their
respective flows, Suri and Vazquez do oc-
casionally prove to be clever, inspired rap-
pers. At the end of the day I can’t really
recommend Das Racist, but if you're feeling
adventurous, you might find yourself pleas-
antly surprised with Sit Down, Man.

submit to misc@vassar.edu

Nearly a hundred steel rods stand
planted in a white floor, oscillating grace-
fully at the whim of a blowing fan that
hums softly in the room’s corner. Bright
lights illuminate the translucent folds of
white paper that adorn each statuesque
form, creating a soothing marriage be-
tween the swaying “grass blades” and the
shifting luminescent shadows they proj-
ect onto the walls.

Such is the latest creation of artist Nate
Torrence '11. He found inspiration for the in-
stallation in the natural world: “I was biking
along a path densely lined with trees. It was
really windy and the sun was low, burning
through the rustling leaves,” said Torrence.

Torrence decided on the grass blade
motif after this experience, and after
finding himself mesmerized by the pros-
pect of shrinking down into a patch of
blowing grass. “There’s a kind of sooth-
ing quality that I'm going for, almost un-
consciously,” he explained.

Unlike most of his previous works, the
Grass Blades installation is huge, filling
an entire room: “Both the process and the
experience of the piece are big and sweep-
ing. It kind of swallows you like a womb.”

Torrence initially struggled with per-
fectionist tendencies in the construction
of the epic installation. Over time, how-
ever, his technique and mentality be-
came more lenient: “On one of the pieces
of grass, the razor blade drifted a bit as
I was cutting the paper and made this
really long, sweeping form, much like a
drawing. I thought that was really beauti-
ful,” he said. “I started making all of them
that way. I stopped measuring things and
trying to get everything straight. The
process became much more natural, just
like real grass blades,” he ended.

—Rachael Borne, Assistant Arts Editor
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| SonG: “Run Me Out”
ARTIST: Zola Jesus

ALsum: Stridulum

2 SonG: "Glue”
ARTIST: Sisters

AwsuM: Ghost Fits

3 SoNG: "Ghetto Facil”
ARTIST: El Guincho

ALgum: Pop Negro

Song: “Narcissus”
4 ARTIST: Astral
ALeuM: Excerpts From Down The
Rabbit Hole
Song: “Lightening Fossil”
5 ARTIST: Prince Rama

ALeuM: Shadow Temple

Listen live at wvkr.org

Jackson Browne

Bardavon Theater

Saturday, October 16, 8 p.m.
Prices starting from $65

Jackson Browne may not have been the happi-
est sixteen year old, if his classic song “These
Days” is any indication: “These days | seem to
think a lot about the things that | forgot to do,”
laments the ditty, “and of all the things | had
the chance to.” The song, famously covered by
Nico, is just one of Browne’s trademark songs
he will be performing at an upcoming benefit
concert for Congressman John Hall at the Bar-
davon. The Rock and Roll hall of famer will not
be performing with a band; he will instead sing
stripped down versions of his songs that will
feature just him on acoustic guitar.

—Erik Lorenzsonn, Arts Editor

The Goo Goo Dolls

Ulster Performing Arts Center
Wednesday, October 20, 7 p.m.
Prices starting from $43

Does anything scream 1990’s more than the
Goo Goo Dolls? On top of their game, the
pop rock trio from Buffalo, NY recorded such
hits as “Iris,” “Slide,” “Here is Gone,” “Better
Days,” and “Big Machine.” They’ve sold more
than 9 million records, and throughout the late
‘90s and early 2000’s were on everything from
the Tonight Show to Sesame Street (singing
“Pride,” a song about the feeling of pride set
to the melody of “Slide”). The band has also
found continued success in recent years, if not
attaining the same level of superstardom they
had ten years ago. —E.L.
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Emily Maier ’12 tied for second on the field hockey team after scoring the Brewer’s only goal
of the weekend. The field hockey team is currently working on incorporating its new players.

Field hockey

begins season

of Liberty League games

Kristine Olson
GUEST REPORTER

ith the addition of 10 freshmen to the

Vassar women'’s field hockey team, the
season “has started out quite strong,” says
Coach Cara Dunn. “We have a young and
fresh feel to the team this year.”

Although it may indicate individual talent
and athleticism, “young and fresh” also im-
plies greenness and the need to reformulate
the team dynamic. Team success requires
a cohesive relationship between newcom-
ers and veterans, and unified consistency in
game performances. Coach Dunn assures that
returning players “bring a wealth of knowl-
edge of our team strategies and expectations;
and the combination is leading to great suc-
cesses.”

“We have had some losses this season and
some wins,” says Coach Dunn, “but as long
as we learn from the previous game to bet-
ter ourselves, as a whole we are improving.”
Along with positive thinking, the Brewers
“have focused a lot on mental toughness.”
This weekend introduced the team’s first

Liberty League games. First came the game at
Hamilton College on Friday, followed by St.
Lawrence University on Saturday.

Both games presented tough competition.
The Brewers had a rough start against Ham-
ilton, losing 7-o0. Vassar then dropped at 4-1
decision to undefeated St. Lawrence. Emily
Maier 12 scored the only Vassar goal of the
weekend, her second of the year. Maier is
now tied with Madeline Rooney ’11 for second
on the team, with two goals. Anna Schroeder
’14 leads Vassar with three goals. Maier was
assisted by Cristina Caso '14, who recorded
her first collegiate assist.

As aresult of their losses this past weekend,
Vassar falls to 2-6, 0-2 in the Liberty League.
The team will take a hiatus from Liberty
League play, hosting Morrisville State Col-
lege on Saturday, and then SUNY New Paltz
on Tuesday. The following weekend Vassar
continues Liberty League play with its first
home contest. On Oct. 8, the Brewers will
host Skidmore College at 4 p.m. The follow-
ing day, Vassar will host Union College. Both
games will be played on Weinberg Field.

™
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The enigma of cheerleading:
squads uniformly revealing

Nik Trkulja

COLUMNIST

national debate has emerged in the sports

media following the release of new research
which seems to indicate that revealing cheer-
leading uniforms are linked with eating disor-
ders. While the research’s conclusion seems to
hint at a link many of us would have considered
obvious, it does once again call into question why
cheerleaders’ uniforms are the way they are.

The research that sparked the debate was
conducted by Toni Torres-McGehee, an assis-
tant professor of athletic training at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. More specifically, Tor-
res-McGehee studied 136 NCAA Division I and
Division II cheerleaders, looking at whether
uniforms that bared their midriffs had any af-
fect on eating disorder incidence or body image
dissatisfaction. The participants were surveyed
for weight, height and perceived ideal weight.
The results showed that cheerleaders were
overall “highly disposed to eating disorders,”
with a reported 33.1 percent having “some risk”
of eating disorder characteristics and/or be-
haviors. Furthermore, it found that teams with
midriff exposing uniforms were most disposed
to body-image issues.

Again, I don’t mean to demean the results,
but none of these conclusions seem earth shat-
tering. A link between athletic competition and
eating disorders was established in much ear-
lier and larger studies, such as in 1999 by Craig
Johnson of the Laureate Psychiatric Clinic and
Hospital in Tulsa, and in 2002 by Katherine
Beals, now at the University of Utah in Salt Lake
City. In fact, in the latter study of 425 female
collegiate athletes, 43 percent reported being
“terrified of being or becoming too heavy,” and
55 percent reported experiencing “pressure to
achieve or maintain a certain weight.” Torres-
McGehee’s results seem to simply be in line
with these previous studies, though they do
raise some interesting questions.

The most obvious one is why so many cheer-
leaders’ uniforms do reveal the midriff. If the
purpose of cheerleading is, as Torres-McGehee
states, “to create camaraderie and team spirit
and to keep girls active and healthy,” then why
is a revealing uniform in any way necessary?
If we sign off on the fact that the uniforms do
need to be form-fitting in some way for the ath-
letic activities that these women, for the most
part, undertake, and that at the same time they
should be visually appealing simply because no
one wants to look bad in front of thousands, if
not millions of spectators nationwide, we are
still left with the quandary of why the female

cheerleaders’ uniform needs to be sexually ap-
pealing as well.

T understand that in some cases the decision
of how “skimpy” the outfit is rests with the
cheerleader herself. There is nevertheless an
unstated expectation of sexual appeal for the
female cheerleader that simply isn’t there for
the opposite sex. Male cheerleaders get away
with outfits that wouldn’t be considered sexu-
ally inviting for either sex, so why isn’t the same
true for female cheerleaders? Furthermore, it
makes little sense to me that religious and con-
servative schools like Brigham Young Univer-
sity and Notre Dame University allow for the
continuation of such a trend in their cheerlead-
ing squads.

However, in critiquing the cheerleaders’ out-
fits I am torn, simply because no one need im-
pose a restriction against what these girls are or
aren’t allowed to wear. In the end, every athletic
activity comes with its unspoken expectations,
including cheerleading, and people knowingly
accept these and participate in them to the best
of their abilities.

There are several counter-arguments to Tor-
res-McGehee’s study. Consider, for example,
the previously-quoted studies. For one, none of
them seem nearly extensive enough to be sta-
tistically significant given the fact that there are
346 Division I institutions nationwide alone.
Multiply that number by at least 10 to get a very
rough low-end estimate of the number of cheer-
leaders, and we can see that Torres-McGehee’s
study is not large enough to provide real con-
clusions. Furthermore, USA Today reported in
2000, that approximately two to three percent
of female college athletes have “full-fledged,
diagnosable eating disorders,” this is about the
same as the national average for that age. Given
that information, it is difficult to draw a con-
nection between athletics and eating disorders.

Obviously these counter-arguments are
crude at best, but they illustrate different facets
of a complicated debate. Personally, the concept
of cheerleading is very foreign to me. I don’t
understand it because I didn’t grow up with it,
so the cheerleader, to me, is not a natural addi-
tion to a sporting event. addition to a sporting
event. To me, cheerleading is a distraction uti-
lized to captivate the short attention span of the
mostly male, testosterone-pumped audience as
it waits for the action to restart. What I have
learned though in the short time that I've been
here is that it is somehow deeply woven into
the sporting fabric of this country, and for that
reason alone it is here to stay in whatever form,
for better or worse.

The Miscellany Petos

Vassar’s newspaper of record since 1866 | miscellanynews.com
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Women’s soccer off to historic start

Wilson Platt

GUEST REPORTER

he women’s soccer team just kept on roll-

ing over the weekend, taking their first
two Liberty League games in convincing fash-
ion. Vassar built on their four game win-streak
and propelled themselves to first place. Senior
Captain Carolyn Demougeot kept rolling, too,
scoring two more goals and receiving Liberty
League Co-Offensive Performer of the Week
for the second time in this still-fresh season.
Teammate and fellow senior Elysa Greenberg-
er also received honors as the Liberty League
Defensive Performer of the Week.

On Friday, against St. Lawrence Univer-
sity, Greenberger delivered two assists, both
of which were off corners, in a 2-1 Brewers
win. Vassar jumped out to an early lead when
Keiko Kurita 13 headed home a corner under
nine minutes into the game. Minutes later, St.
Lawrence equalized, 16:31 into the game.

The game remained tied as both teams
struggled to break through for a winning goal.
Vassar proved to be that team as Demougeot
controlled a Greenberger corner and neatly
tucked it away just inside the left post.

In the game, Vassar outshot St. Lawrence
11-7, with the Brewers earning six corners
compared to two for the Saints. Rachel Shea
11 led Vassar with three shots, while Alexan-
dra Hutton ’13 notched two saves in the full
90 minutes.

After narrowly escaping St. Lawrence, the
Brewers made sure their next game would
not come down to the wire. Just 3:35 into their
second game of the weekend against Clark-
son University, Captain Allison McManis 11
headed a Greenberger corner into the upper-
left corner, giving the Brewers a 1-o lead.
Less than a minute later, McManis assisted
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Gavriella Kaplan 14, above, scored Vassar’s third goal of the game against Clarkson Universi-
ty, securing the Brewer’s second Liberty League victory in a row, after defeating St. Lawrence.

Demougeot in scoring the second goal of the
game. Demougeot’s shot was blasted from
outside of the box and into the back of the
net, extending Vassar’s lead to 2-o.

Not satisfied with a two-goal lead, Vassar
struck again seven minutes later. Gavriella
Kaplan ’14 received a throughball from Mc-
Manis and took off towards the goal, where
she beat the Clarkson keeper to give Vassar
a 3-0 lead. Throughout the game, the Vassar
defense proved suffocating, holding Clarkson
to just six shots, with only on on goal.

While the Vassar defense held tough, the
offense rattled off 14 shots and earned four
corner kicks. Demougeot led the Brewers
with five shots, three of which were on goal,
while Kaplan also had three shots on goal.

As of Sept. 28, the Brewers sit at 7-2-0 and
2-0 in Liberty League play, the team’s best
start in over 15 years.

Vassar will next play on Saturday at 2 p.m.
against Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,
their first home Liberty League contest of
the year.

Women’s volleyball takes two at MIT

Carolyn Crampton

GuEsT REPORTER

he Vassar College women’s volleyball

team set their goals early on in the sea-
son, and they set them high: They wanted
to receive a bid to the NCAA tournament
and get back to the national volleyball scene
where they have not been since the 2006-
2007 season, before any member of this year’s
team had put on a Vassar uniform.

With that goal still in sight, the Brewers
dive into the second half of their schedule
looking to improve their play and get experi-
ence playing against other talented teams that
also have their sights on a NCAA bid. That
was exactly what the team got this weekend,
as they split their four matches at the highly-
competitive Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT) Invitational this past weekend.

The Brewers finished the tournament on
a good note, with a convincing 3-0 sweep of
DeSales University (25-15, 25-15, 25-21) on Sat-
urday afternoon to earn seventh place in the
silver bracket of the tournament. Vassar had a
very well-rounded attack led by Captain Amy
Bavosa '12 and Chloe McGuire ’13, who had 10
and nine kills respectively. Sophomore Hilary
Koenigs had 35 of her team’s 37 set assists,
and freshman Jessie Ditmore led the team
defensively with nine digs followed by eight
each from McGuire and Rose Carman ’14.

The win was a good way to bounce back
from the earlier match on Saturday, where
the Brewers suffered a tough 3-1 loss to host
MIT, 27-25, 25-23, 19-25, 25-8. Each of the first
three sets of the match were extremely close,
with the two teams battling back and forth
and continuously exchanging points. The
team was again led by Bavosa with eight kills.
Koenigs had 26 set assists while senior Cap-
tain Chelsea Mottern led the team with nine
digs. The team struggled in its attack, as not
one single Brewer was able to hit higher than
a 300 hitting percentage.

The second match the Brewers played on
Friday night was against an impressive Tufts
University squad, and was played on the
Jumbos home court as well. Playing against
a team that is currently receiving votes in the
national poll for the top 25 teams in Division
I1I volleyball along with a rowdy crowd sup-
porting the home team, the Brewers struggled
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Rose Carman ’14 helped the Bewers take two games at the Massachussetts Institute of
Technology Invitational, earning herlself the second highest number of digs on the team

and fell to the Jumbos 3-0 (25-13, 25-16, 25-12).
While Vassar was able to hang around with
Tufts early on in each of the sets, they simply
could not get an attack going. Unsurprisingly,
McGuire and Bavosa led the Brewers with
seven and six Kkills, respectively.

“Tufts is probably one of the top 30 teams
in the country right now,” said Head Coach
Jonathan Penn. “Playing such a quality team
on their home floor with a big crowd is tough,
but come Liberty Leagues this is the kind of
environment we will see at Saint Lawrence,
so we need to be ready.”

Earlier on Friday afternoon, the Brewers
picked up an easy 3-o0 win over fellow Seven
Sister school Smith College, 25-11, 25-13, 25-23.
Bavosa registered nine kills followed closely
by Simon, who had eight kills despite playing
in just two of the games. Koenigs had 25 set
assists while Mottern tallied eight digs.

Despite going 2-2 on the weekend, the team
remained positive after the tournament and
felt it was an important opportunity and ex-
perience for them. “The MIT tournament is
something we look forward to every year,”
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said senior Juliana Simon, “This is the most
competitive tournament we play in all year so
it’s really an important one.” Coach Penn also
voiced a sense of significance that came from
the weekend, “This team is definitely still a
work in progress, but what’s important is that
we keep getting better every match we play
and take advantage of our youth and depth.”

The Brewers will take their experience at
the MIT Invitational into the second half of
the season with them, and they will need it as
they face some tough opponents in the com-
ing days. Leading the Brewers as she did this
past weekend will undoubtedly be the hard-
hitting Bavosa, a junior captain who has been
a consistent force all season. “I just want to
help lead the team not only on the court, but
also off of it to make sure that we’re ready
to go,” said Bavosa. “I want to be a steady
and helpful teammate even if 'm not playing
well.”

This will definitely be important for the
team as they continue to strive for their goal
of reaching the NCAA tournament come No-
vember.

NFL injuries
require shift
in regulation

Andy Sussman

GUEST COLUMNIST

Football is by far the most popular sport in
the United States. The National Football
League (NFL) continues to rake in more mon-
ey than any other professional sports league
in the nation, with a rising attendance and
increasing television revenue. Despite all the
economic success of football, it is increasingly
likely that the game as we know it will be sig-
nificantly changed over the next generation.

One of the reasons for football’s popularity
has always been the physicality of the sport.
How many other sports have 280-pound be-
hemoths running at full speed at a 230-pound
man running for his life downfield? However,
the hard-hitting toughness associated with
football has become quite dangerous. No
other sport has as many concussion-related
injuries as football, no matter what the level
of play. While this may not seem particularly
concerning, a lot of research has been con-
ducted showing the serious consequences
of repeated concussions. Last month, for in-
stance, a study came out connecting concus-
sions to ALS, more commonly known as Lou
Gehrig’s Disease, stating that on average, NFL
players are eight times more likely to be diag-
nosed with ALS than the average person.

Recently, a high school quarterback from
Texas collapsed from a seizure and died on
the field after scoring a touchdown. After
the young man was carried off in a stretcher,
the teams finished the game. Now, we do not
know the exact role football had in the death
of this particular player, but college and pro-
fessional players have died of heatstroke
from playing or practicing. Spinal chord in-
juries are also a perilous problem, with the
potential of helmet-to-helmet hits. Linemen,
the biggest players on the field, are particu-
larly susceptible to health issues on and off
the field. In a sport where players are often
considered medically obese in order to be
successful, serious health problems cannot
be considered surprising.

The NFL has shown signs that it is listen-
ing to the threat of concussions. This past
year, the League created a manual on concus-
sions and has had conversations with players,
coaches and the training staff regarding the
best precautions and treatment methods for
players. Needless to say, of course, that the
best method of prevention is to not play foot-
ball. Even with helmets and padding, the sport
is designed to cause injuries.

So what, if anything will change? The fact is
that as long as football provides the potential
for fame and fortune, millions of young men
will continue to play, despite the increasingly
clear risks. However, as we have seen with the
steroids scandal in baseball, Congress may
very well take actions requiring the change of
certain rules or equipment in football. Perhaps,
for example, after players are found to have
concussions, they will be required to sit out for
a certain length of time. As it is, the profession-
al game has become more pass-happy because
rules have been put in place to put less pres-
sure on the offense, especially the quarterback.
Also, both amateur and professional football
have developed better helmets, pads and train-
ing methods than even 20 years ago.

Change is already underway in the youth
ranks. Congress has convened multiple com-
mittees in recent days to tackle the problem
of concussions in youth sports, and may pass
legislation soon.

Injuries in football are a serious problem,
there have been many deaths related to the
sport as well as other traumas. In 2007, Buf-
falo Bills Tight End Kevin Everett suffered a
cervical spine injury, while attempting a tack-
le that forced him to be carried off the field
on a stretcher. Everett was barely able to walk
four months later. Instances such as these are
far too common in the sport. Football may
be America’s new sport, and awareness of its
risks is increasing nationwide, but it will not
matter one bit if players are treated like x’s
and o’s on a chalkboard.
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Men’s soccer drops tightly contested League games

Ethan Shanley

GUEST REPORTER

he Vassar College men’s soccer

team came into the first week-
end of Liberty League with high
hopes. The Brewers played extreme-
ly well but ended losing a pair of very
close games, 2-1 in double overtime
to St. Lawrence University on Friday
and 1-0 to Clarkson University on
Saturday. The Brewers fell to 5-4, 0-2
in conference on the season.

The opening game of the weekend
double header featured an exciting,
physical, hard fought game that the
Brewers ended up losing on a goal
by St. Lawrence in the final seconds
of the second and final overtime.
With nearly one minute left to go
in the second overtime, St. Law-
rence midfielder Sam DeMello sent
a through pass to forward Sean Scott
who sprinted towards the net. Vassar
keeper Ryan Grimme ’14 furiously
came off his line and slid towards the
feet of Scott and the ball. Grimme
collided with the ball, jarring it loose
with his legs, but the ball remained
close to the play. On a second effort
Scott knocked the ball free and into
the net for the game winner.

The score was even at o-o for
most of the first half, which featured
a multitude of shots on goal and
several vicious take downs by both

The Brewers try to keep the ball away from their opponents from Clarkson University on Saturday, Sept 25, succeeding in
preventing them from scoring for the first 53 minutes of the game. The Brewers will next host Hobart and Hamilton Colleges.

controlled the first half, limiting Vas-
sar’s chances and forcing them to
constantly attack from the outside.
Vassar’s only scoring opportunities
came off of set pieces from out of
bounds. Early on in the game sopho-
more Zander Mrlik catapulted a long
throw in to the opposite side of the
box to the open Noah Michelon ’13.
Michelon headed the ball towards
the net but was thwarted by a swarm-
ing Clarkson defense. The rebound
deflected to London, but London
could not convert the attempt.

The second half did not produce
any better results for the Brewers.
The game remained tied at 0-o un-
til the s3rd minute, when the ball
was crossed inside Vassar’s 18 yard
box where Clarkson freshman Kurt
Knolle was waiting. Knolle blasted a
shot towards the net but was stopped
by Grimme. The rebound bounced
right to junior David Maiori, who
took no chances and buried the ball
in the upper right corner of the net.

In the final stages of the match,
Vassar launched a furious wave of
attacks, exploiting holes in the de-
fense for great scoring opportunities.
Freshman Zach Sanders and sopho-
more Eric Giesse each had chances
to tie the game but were denied by
brilliant diving saves by the Clarkson
keeper. Vassar had once last chance
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teams. A scary moment came for
both squads in the 22nd minute. The
ball was bouncing toward the goal at
the edge of the 18 yard box. Grimme
sprinted towards the ball and at-
tempted to clear it with a punch. He
connected with the ball; however, on
his follow-through his fist met the
head of oncoming Saint forward Dan
Marvin, sending the sprinting for-
ward spinning through the air. Mar-
vin lay on the ground for a few min-
utes and after some assistance from a
trainer was able to walk off the field
under his own power.

The game remained physical
throughout the first half, as it ap-
peared neither team would be able
to break through. In the 4oth min-
ute of the game, it seemed like St.

Lawrence took control of the game.
Vassar was attempting a long throw
deep in their offensive end. How-
ever, the ball was intercepted by the
Saints, who immediately went on the
counter-attack, something they at-
tempted to do all day. The retreating
Brewers’ defense was on their heels
as they tried to stop the rally, led by a
relentless DeMello. DeMello made a
couple of nice moves at the top of 18
yard box before stopping and firing a
shot with his left foot into the lower
right corner of the net to make the
score 1-0 St. Lawrence.

Vassar, however, refused to go
down quietly. Just three minutes lat-
er, Macklin dribbled down the right
side of the field, sending a hard cross
in front of the goal right before he

reached the end line. The cross slid
barely out of the reach of the Saints
goalkeeper and right to sophomore
forward Harrison Freund, who was
waiting on the back post. Freund eas-
ily tapped the ball in for his third goal
of the season and the 1-1 equalizer.
The second half was a story
of physicality and defensive play.
Though both teams had good op-
portunities, neither side could gain
the upper hand. In the 81st minute, it
looked as though the Brewers might
pull away. After a flurry of passes, ju-
nior forward Eli London found him-
self wide open in front of the right
side of the goal. London aimed the
ball past the Saints keeper towards
the lower-left side of the net, but the
ball went just wide of the left post.

Two minutes later, the Brewers tried
to put the game away again. Freund
sent a beautiful cross in front of the
net only to have it sail barely over the
heads of two Vassar attackers.

Macklin led Vassar with his assist,
as well as three shots. St. Lawrence
forward Mike Manfredi had six shots,
four on goal, and DeMello had six
shots including the goal in the first
half and the winner in overtime.

On Saturday, Vassar looked to
rebound but was met by a solid
Clarkson squad that was hungry
for victory after losing 3-o to Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute the day
before. Again, the game panned out
in typical Liberty League style; it was
hard-fought, physical, and ended up
being a defensive battle. Clarkson

in the match off a quick counterat-
tack. Senior Ben Scaglione took the
ball from deep in his own half and
dribbled down the sideline. He found
an open Geisse running ahead of him.
Geisse ripped a shot from the top of
the 18, but the try again was stopped
by the Clarkson keeper.

Though they lost both games
this weekend, Vassar displayed ex-
ceptional potential and still has the
ability to contend for a spot in the
Liberty League playoffs. Their next
league game is on Oct. 8 at 4 p.m.
when the Brewers will host Hobart
College. The following day, the
Brewers will host Hamilton Col-
lege at 2 p.m. Hobart currently sits
at o-1 in the Liberty League, while
Hamilton is 1-1.

SpOI'tS CalendaI'I 9/30 - 10/6 by Andy Marmer, Sports Editor

FRIDAY, 10/1

Men’s Tennis at ITA Northeast Regional Championship, 9 a.m.
October 1-3

Last year, Mike Mattelson 10 became the first singles player
in school history to conquer this prestigious event, and earn a
spot in the ITA National Small College Championships. Three
years ago, Max Willner '11 and Gregory Katz 't won the tourna-
ment as a doubles team.

Women’s Cross Country at Paul Short Meet at Lehigh Univer-
sity, 11 a.m.; Men’s Cross Country at Paul Short Meet at Lehigh
University, 12 p.m.

After a week off, the men’s and women’s cross country teams will
compete against Division I, IT and III programs at Lehigh University.

SATURDAY, 10/2

Women’s Tennis vs. New York University, 11 a.m.

The women’s tennis team will compete in their first match
of the season, hosting rival NYU. Last year, the Brewers van-
quished the Violets, 9-0, and will look to start the season on a
positive note, with another victory over big-city rivals.

Women’s Rugby at Stony Brook University, 12 p.m.
In their first two conference games of the season, the wom-

en’s rugby team has outscored their opponents by a combined
score of 95-27. The team will look to continue the success as
they travel to Stony Brook.

Field Hockey vs. Morrisville State College, 1 p.m.

After their first three Liberty League contests, the field hockey
team gets a reprieve from the tumults of the conference sea-
son, hosting Morrisville State College on a Saturday afternoon
at Weinberg Field.

Women’s Soccer vs. Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 2 p.m.
Sitting alone in first place, with a flawless Liberty League re-
cord, the women’s soccer team will attempt to maintain its
status. In order to remain undefeated and untied, Vassar will
need to knock-off their rivals from the north. Last year, Vassar
dropped a hard fought decision 3-1 to RPI, and seeks vegeance
this time around. The Miscellany News dubs this our GAME
OF THE WEEK.

Women’s Golf at Middlebury College Tournament, TBA

The women’s golf team continues its fall season, competing
in their third of five tournaments. This week, the Brewers un-
dertake the long drive to Middlebury, Vt., to compete in the
Middlebury College Tournament.

ADVERTISEMENT

SUNDAY, 10/3

Men’s Rugby at Seton Hall University, 1 p.m.

After outscoring conference foes by a combined 83-14, the men’s
rugby squad travels to Seton Hall for its third conference game.
Following this week, the men’s rugby plays three straight at home.

TUESDAY, 10/5

Field Hockey vs. SUNY New Paltz 4:30 p.m.

The field hockey team renews its rivalry with cross-town foes, SUNY
New Paltz. Last year, the Brewers dropped a 3-o decision on the road.

WEDNESDAY, 10/6

Men’s Tennis vs. New York University, 3:30 p.m.

The men’s tennis team welcomes NYU to Poughkeepsie for the
continuation of their series. Last year, Vassar triumphed, 9-o.

Women’s Tennis at SUNY New Paltz, 4 p.m.
The women’s tennis team makes the short trek to New Paltz,
after defeating them 8-1 last year.

Women’s Volleyball vs. Stevens Institute of Technology, 7 p.m.
Following a one-week hiatus, the women’s volleyball team con-
tinues its season by welcoming Stevens to Poughkeepsie. Last
year, Vassar dropped a 3-1 match to Stevens.

miscsports scores in 140 characters or less. Try beating that record.
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