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Mystery Team: Hardy Boys with hilarity

Mystery Team
Dan Eckman
[Roadside]

Now this is just getting silly. Not a
single submission has been received
from anyone interested in taking over the
helm of Big Screen. Did you think I wasn’t
being serious when I mentioned that my
days as a critic were numbered? Facetious-
ness is not a word I'm familiar with, for
your information, so please: E-mail me if
you want to be the next Gene Siskel, A.O.
Scott, or Leonard Maltin. Unfortunately,
you will never be the next Erik Lorenz-
sonn: To reach that level of wisdom, in-
sight and immaculate hygiene is beyond
possible. But one can dream.

Speaking of silliness, I almost didn’t
see a movie this week (again). All work
and no play makes a movie-viewing at the
Poughkeepsie Galleria Mall a little difficult
to work into my itinerary. This week, the
shuttle ride via Route 9 was passed over
in exchange for a cozy time on my futon,
watching the movie Mystery Team. Best
decision of my life? Pretty much.

But what is Mystery Team, you ask? It is
a feature length film recently released on
DVD, created by Derrick Comedy, a sketch
comedy group perhaps best known for their
viral internet videos “Bro Rape” and “Girls
are not to be Trusted.” The three core
members of the group started out small,
but have since risen to stardom: The group
standout Donald Glover has played a recur-
ring role in the TV series 30 Rock and Com-
munity. He also auditioned for Saturday
Night Live (SNL) with a Barack Obama im-
pression, but didn’t make the cut. It’s prob-
ably a good thing, since being confined to
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Saturday Night Live’s tired schticks would
have disallowed Glover from making bril-
liant comedy such as that found in Mystery
Team. No joke, this is one of the funniest
movies I've seen in a long time.

The irony is that Mystery Team uses the
mold of recent SNL alum-created films,
such as Stepbrothers and The Brothers Solo-
mon, in which 20 or 30-somethings have
failed to mature past a pre-adolescent ma-
turity level. This new iteration sees three
seniors in high school who still haven’t
grown past their elementary school vices.
Their favorite thing to drink is chocolate
milk (“It tastes better than regular milk,”
according to the trio), they use cusses like
“Chinese checkers,” and they still run a
small detective agency a la Encyclopedia
Brown called the Mystery Team, which is
operated from a wooden lemonade stand
in their front yard. According to their frus-
trated parents and peers, the Mystery Team
was cute when the boys were eight, but
now it’s just awkward.

The boys have even retained their de-
tective personas: Jason is the “master of
disguise,” thanks to his old wardrobe of
dress-up clothes, Duncan is the “boy ge-
nius” since he read a trivia book in second
grade, and Charlie is “the strongest boy in
town,” or at least he was before the rest of
his grade hit puberty. The agency takes on
cases consisting of stolen pies, teens sneak-
ing into movie theaters and elementary
school bullies, until a girl comes to them
with something a little out of the ordinary:
a murder mystery.

And absolute hilarity ensues. There are
enough one-liners, situational gags and
bathroom jokes in Mystery Team to fit the
bill for any college movie, with the differ-
ence between it and a cesspit like Transyl-
mania is that this comedy is done right. I
can’t give examples of the top-notch humor,

as much as I would like to: my illustrations
would just butcher the humor. But who
gives a fiddler’s fart (my personal favorite
cuss, courtesy of Frank McCourt). This is
one of those movies for which I will reen-
act scenes to unwilling listeners, even if it’s
super unfunny when it’s just me telling the
jokes. I'm kind of a douchebag like that.

Oh boy, oh boy, oh boy. So how about
the scene where the mystery team deliber-
ates amongst themselves over whether to
take on the murder mystery? Jason reminds
his partners of what they stand for as an
agency by asking them what it says on their
sign; Charlie hesitantly answers, “That we
also work for fruit roll ups?” Or how about
when Duncan suspects that one of their
clients might have Alzheimers: “She bakes
fifty pies a day. Most of them are filled with
soap.” So funny, right? Huh huh huh?

Even when the movie uses horrible cli-
chés, it mixes the sentimentality with a
good dose of humor. Take the inevitable
scene where the group fights amongst
themselves and falls apart, but then subse-
quently reunites and make amends before
the movie’s conclusion. There is a heart-
breaking revelation for Jason when he re-
alizes he’s the only one of the group who
isn’t going to college. When asked what
he thought he was doing when the trio
was visiting colleges, he tearfully moans,
“I thought we were working on a mystery
together!” It’s genuinely sad, but somehow
hilarious at the same time.

And guess what? You don’t even have
to go to the movie theater to enjoy this
delightful romp. Hilarity is only a Netflix
order away...

—Erik Lorenzsonn 12 is a political science
major with correlate sequences in education
and economics. He is the Arts Editor of The
Miscellany News.

submit to misc@vassar.edu

William Russel Webner 11 had an eventful sum-
mer, thanks to his receiving the Weitzel Barber Art
Travel Prize. This Vassar grant provides juniors and
seniors in the Art Department the opportunity to
travel to study original works of art abroad; Web-
ner opted to travel to Viethnam. One of Webner’s
pieces, “521," is a painting based on the design of
an old U.S. Army helicopter Webner found there. It
that remains in Vietnam outside of the Reunifica-
tion Palace, the site where a North Vietnamese tank
famously crashed through the gates during the fall

of Saigon.

“In Vietnam, they really let you get up close to ev-
erything,” said Webner. “| first traced the helicopter,

then made this painting.”

According to Webner, an untitled piece of his on
display in the art gallery is also inspired by Viet-
nam. The painting shows a grid of squares, each

with the name of a different U.S. city in the middle.
The western-most cities start in the upper left cor-
ner, and the eastern-most cities are found in the
lower-right. “There [in Vietnam], everything is on
a North-South axis, which made me think about
America, which is on a West to East axis, ” he said.

“The painting is more about the cities that aren’t
on it—like my hometown, Columbus, Ohio, than
the ones that are,” added Webner. “It's done in a

playful way, though.”

The colors Webner used were colors of sports
teams commonly associated with those cities,
or colors that he thought were appropriate. “For
[Washington] D.C., | chose black and white, which

is kind of sarcastic.”

— Erik Lorenzsonn, Arts Editor and Emma Daniels,

Guest Reporter
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“I’'m watching
Jersey Shore!”

Shanaye Williams ’13

“I’'m watching
Sex and the
City.”

Kaylen Jones ‘12

“I most recently
watched Man-
hattan, and I'm
about to go
watch Project
Runway with
my roommate.”

Sammi Katz ’14

“Arrested Devel-
opment is the
best show
ever!”

Austin William Cauldwell ’14

“I've been get-
ting back into
Freaks and
Geeks.”

Jesse Greenberg ’13

“What am |
watching this
week? Glee.”

Annie Furr ’11

—Erik Lorenzsonn
Arts Editor
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Commercials

with a touch of
Sunday football

Nik Trkulja

GuUEST COLUMNIST

unday is my commercials day, plain and simple.

There’s nothing I enjoy doing more than sitting
in front of the big screen and sampling all the lat-
est offerings from Toyota, Old Spice and of course
Geico. The only thing that bothers me is that pesky
football that always manages to sneak its way in
and break up my fun. As we all unfortunately know,
commercials and football go hand-in-hand, but
recently the situation seems to have gotten out of
control.

At present the NFL has a domestic broadcasting
agreement worth around $20.4 billion until 2011 and
2013 with three national television networks (CBS,
NBC and Fox) and the basic cable behemoth ESPN
respectively. It is, quite simply, the most lucrative
and profitable agreement of its kind. Compara-
tively speaking it is far and away the biggest cash
cow in sports. The NFL’s agreement fetches close
to $8 billion a season; compare that with the NBA’s
agreement with ABC and ESPN which fetches a
mere $400 million a season—95 percent less—or
MLB’s agreement with Fox and Turner Broadcast-
ing System which brings in only around $428 mil-
lion a season, or 94.7 percent less. Even England’s
Premier League, the most commercially lucrative
league outside of the U.S., doesn’t come close: Its
richest broadcasting package only brings in around
$697 million a season from a number of different
networks worldwide, still 91 percent less than just
the domestic revenue of the NFL. The result of this
incredible, almost ridiculous expense is what we
witness every Sunday and Monday; the commer-
cial bonanza. Under the NFL’s agreement, network
broadcasts are contractually obligated to have 22
commercial breaks every game. This means that
a game, which should normally last 6o minutes, is
actually supplanted with a staggering 50 minutes of
pure advertisements. To make matters worse, these
ads tend to appear more frequently towards the be-
ginning of a game when the action is most intense,
before fizzling out towards the end when the out-
come tends to already be determined.

More specifically, networks have carved out an
exact system of advertising that directly impacts
the action on the field. Each half, broadcasters must
have a total of 10 commercial breaks, with two more
breaks during the half-time show. Out of these 10,
two are pre-determined: the quarter break and the
two-minute warning. The other eight are shown as
soon as specific opportunities arise for them in the
form of timeouts, scores, turnovers, punts or kick-
offs, to name but a few. What happens is that when
an opportunity for commercials arises, an official
standing on the sideline wearing orange sleeves
waves his hands to alert game officials that the
broadcaster has cut to commercial. Game officials
then proceed to call a two-minute time-out. When
all 10 commercials have been fulfilled for a half, the
orange-wearing official refrains from crossing his
hands, prompting the game officials to call a 30-sec-
ond time-out for each subsequent stoppage of play.
A little confusing, to say the least.

All these superfluous breaks are only compound-
ed by the nature of football in that it is a stop and
start game. Football is more than slow as things
stand; each play is followed by a 40-second play
calling period that almost every team tends to use,
which means that a game lasts well over three hours
instead of the prescribed 60 minutes, of which 50 to
60 minutes is filled with things that have nothing at
all to do with the action on the field. It’s no wonder
that outsiders just can’t get into it and regular view-
ers lose track of what is actually happening.

Unfortunately, there seems to be no remedy in
sight. The NFL continues to be the only steady rat-
ings machine in television, as the national obses-
sion with the sport does not seem to be abating de-
spite the commercial overkill. 20r1 will see the end
of the current national network deals, meaning that
new contracts will almost certainly be negotiated
for even more money as the networks scramble to
retain NFL broadcasting rights. The predictable re-
sult will be even greater cost, resulting in undoubt-
edly more commercials to cover them, meaning that
somewhere in the very near future we may actually
begin watching football games that really feature
more commercial time than sport. When that does
happen, I just really hope I find the E-Trade baby as
hilarious as I do now.

A freshman’s journey to understand Rugby

Wilson Platt
GUEST REPORTER
Crunch; that’s the sound you winced
at when sixteen bodies collided grap-
pling over the ball. Surprise; that’s what
you felt when the ball suddenly sprang out
of the pile into waiting hands. Triumph;
that’s the spectacle you witnessed as the
men or women of burgundy and gray cel-
ebrate their victory.

But there is one feeling we haven’t ad-
dressed, that, if you happen to be like me,
comes with every rugby game. Confusion;
why did they just kick the ball away, don’t
they want to keep it? What is a scrum and
when does it happen? And why are they
suddenly standing on each other’s shoul-
ders? Here at Vassar we have no football
team, but we do have one of the best rugby
teams, men’s and women’s, in the region.
With that in mind, I decided it was about
time we as the Vassar community under-
stood just a little bit more of what we are
watching.

My journey began in the All Campus
Dining Center, sitting down at that intimi-
datingly large table of rugby players who
seem to be having way too good a time to
be friendly to a mere freshman outsider.
Out of the raucous laughter the first thing
I hear is, “Wait wait wait, what ARE the
rules with that?” The question came from
Dillon Tyksinski '14. He’s been playing rug-
by for six years. With a sigh I realized this
could be a very, very long meal. Turns out I
was wrong on two accounts—one, the rug-
by players are ridiculously nice, and two,
rugby’s not as baffling as it seems.

It started 187 years ago, in 1823, when
legend has it William Webb Ellis com-
pletely shocked his ’'mates and created
the current sport by, ironically, breaking a
rule at his public school in England. First,
the basics, those (I think), we can grasp.
The game is played on a pitch roughly the
size of a soccer field, and the purpose is
to outscore the other team in one of three
ways: a try, a conversion or a field goal. A
try is similar to the touchdown in football;
in order to score a player has to place the
ball in the other teams goal area. This is
worth five points. Afterwards, the team
that scored gets to attempt to kick the ball
through the goalposts for an additional two
points—a conversion. Off of a penalty or
dead ball situation, the team with the ball
can choose to place and kick it through
the uprights instead of continuing to move
forward. This is called a penalty kick and
is worth three points.

Now for playing. Since a try is worth the
most points, the goal of every team is to
end up with the ball in the opposing goal
area. You can do this in two ways, most
commonly by running with the ball, and
alternatively by kicking the ball forward.
However, you can only kick to a teammate

Rugb
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Captain, Scrumhalf Garrett Montgomery 11 played against Hofstra Universi-

ty at the MET NY Rugby Union, helping the Brewers win their first game of the season.

if they started behind you when the ball
was kicked. When you run, you can pass
the ball to your other teammates, but only
if you throw it behind you. Any way of
moving the ball besides this results in a
penalty and a turnover.

If you do get tackled, three things hap-
pen—first and foremost, the tackler must
release the player with the ball and roll
away or step back. Next the player with the
ball gets one movement to then place the
ball closer to his team. Finally, a ruck forms.
The ruck happens when two or more play-
ers from opposing teams are close enough
to contest for the ball. To put it in the most
basic terms possible, the teams form a
shoving match, trying to push each other
backward, so that at some point, a team-
mate can pick up the ball without coming
under, over or from the side of the push-
ing line. Only a player who is not involved
in the ruck, and is on their feet, can pick
up the ball. In contrast, a scrum happens
as a result of a turnover or penalty. The
scrum is formal, and the teams line up
eight big forwards against eight other for-
wards. The team with the advantage—the
one who didn’t lose the ball—gets to have
their specially-marked no. 9 player place
the ball in the middle of the players, and
then the forwards try to move it with their
feet backwards to their teammates. The

advantage of being able to place the ball,
as Dillon tells me, comes from the practice
of playing with a teammate. “Your chanc-
es of knowing exactly how and where he
places will be much higher [than the other
team’s]

The last—and by far the most—puzzling
concept we will cover is throwing the ball
in to people standing on others’ shoulders.
In reality, it has as much to do with strate-
gy as quick reflexes. The team who kicked
the ball out of bounds gets to throw it in.
The caveat is that the thrower has to place
the ball equally between the two teams’
players. These players, one on top of the
others’ shoulders, grapple for the ball until
possession is taken and play resumes. The
advantage here comes from the height at
which the ball is thrown in, a connection
similar to the scrum ball placement.

With the very basics of the game finally
understood, I asked Dillon what his favor-
ite thing about rugby was. His response
was a picture that almost got me out on
the pitch and in uniform. He talked of one
continuous adrenaline rush, of tradition
and camaraderie, where no one cares who
scores but every piece, every player is vi-
tal. Because while I'm only just beginning
to grasp what life here at Vassar is like, I
do know one thing; I got this rugby thing
dow... Wait, what are the rules again?

On the road: Brewers travel the East Coast

Andy Marmer
SporTs EpITorR

he Brewers golf team saw their first

action of the new year this past week-
end, competing in the Dartmouth Invita-
tional. The Brewers were led by Nicole
Bronson 13 with a two day score of 164
(85 on day one, 79 on day two); overall the
team finished 19th out of 22 teams.

This fall’s version of the Brewers features
a young but talented roster led by Alex Bel-
lo '12. Fourth-year Head Coach Rhett Myers
stated, “Our ringer, our number one player,
all Division III, all Northeast Region is Alex
Bello.”

Bello will lead a team of six golfers that
features two juniors, three sophomores
and a freshman. While this team may
seem small in numbers, in golf only four
player’s scores count towards the overall
team score, a fact the Brewers hope to ex-
ploit. Myers noted, “I think our top four
will come together.”

In addition to Bello, Vassar will be led
by Celynne Balatbat ’13, and classmate Ni-

MISCELLANY NEWS | VASSAR COLLEGE

cole Bronson ’13. Balatbat stormed onto the
scene last year, winning the Vassar Invita-
tional by conquering a 61-person field with
a two-day score of 160, the best finish of her
collegiate career.

Myers is optimistic about the season as
a whole, noting, “We have a good nucleus
with a lot of strong players.” He continued,
“We’re going to surprise ourselves.”

At the Dartmouth Invitational, the
Brewers faced a number of top golf pro-
grams, as 13 of the 22 entrants they faced
were Division I programs. Despite the top
competition, Vassar golfers still thrived.
Bronson finished tied for 3oth, ousting
golfers from all programs present except
for two. Bello also thrived, accomplishing
the same feat as Bronson and ending the
tournament with a 168, four strokes behind
her fellow Brewer.

Three of Vassar’s five competing golf-
ers finished with better second day scores,
while a fourth finished with identical
scores on each days. Bronson cut her day-
one score from an 85 to a 79, while Bello

dropped from an 85 to an 83. However, the
most impressive improvement belonged to
Candice Kwon ’12, who lowered her score
a whopping twelve strokes on the second
day.

This weekend, the Brewers will travel to
the Mount Holyoke College Tournament in
South Hadley, Mass.

Last Friday, the field hockey team
dropped a 5-o decision at Drew University.
Through the first half the two teams were
evenly matched, with Vassar trailing by just
a single goal at the intermission. However,
in the second half, Drew struck four times,
including three of senior Kati Eggert’s four
goals.

Tuesday Sept. 21: Field Hockey at West-
ern Connecticut State College

On Tuesday, Vassar dropped a 2-o deci-
sion on the road, dropping their record to
2-4.

This weekend, Vassar begins Liberty
League play, traveling to Hamilton College
on Friday and St. Lawrence University on
Saturday.
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Women’s tennis prepares for strong season

Cory Cohn

GUEST REPORTER

he Vassar women’s tennis program has

been synonymous with success in recent
decades, and they look to continue their run
this season. Since 1985, the team has won over
70 percent of its matches, to go along with a
slew of New York State titles, Liberty League
conference championships and Seven Sisters
championships.

Throughout that span, various indi-
vidual players have played significant
roles in carrying the team to glory. But
only one name is constant from then to
now: Kathy Campbell, who has been the
head coach of the team for over 25 years.

Campbell knows as well as anyone that
Vassar’s women’s tennis has earned a repu-
tation for being a formidable Division III
program, but she also understands a lot of
that has to do with maintaining depth on the
roster. That depth will be tested this year,
as the team lost three-time All-American
and three-time NCAA singles qualifier Ni-
cole Pontee ’10 to graduation. Campbell ac-
knowledges how difficult it is to see a star
player leave, but she also sees the possibili-
ties it opens up for those who are still here.

“Losing an impact player is a sig-
nificant factor,” she says. “But it means
there are new opportunities for other
people. I'm feeling very comfortable
and confident with the team we have.”

There are other changes in the roster for at
least the fall semester. Coach Campbell says
frankly, “This is very much a year of transi-
tion. With one of the top players, Joy Backer
12, studying abroad and another, Alyssa Roush
11, rehabbing from shoulder surgery, there is
a very different look to this team.”

She explains that while some players will
have to compete in higher spots than they are
accustomed to, there is no need to try to fill the
void left by those who will not be on the court.

“There is no pressure [to replace them], re-
ally,” she says. “We have to focus on the pres-
ent and do what we can to strengthen the team.
There is always a sense of self-imposed pres-
sure, especially in a sport like tennis. With a
lot of players playing higher than before, it’s
only an opportunity to be challenged.”

Despite this focus on the individual, Coach
Campbell continually emphasizes the impor-
tance of team chemistry. She mentions how
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Team Captain Nicole Block ’12 was one of the five students from Vassar invited to participate
in the Intercollegiate Tennis Association New England Regional Championship last weekend.

she and the team recently attended the U.S.
Open together for a bonding experience and
for inspiration from the world’s best tennis
players. Especially in the beginning of the
season, she mentions, it’s vital for the girls to
know and support one another.

“We’re really finding our stride with our
training,” she says. “We take incredible pride
in team dynamics—that really makes a big
difference.” Coach Campbell adds that with
two new players, freshman Lindsay Kantor
and junior visiting student Meghan Smith,
it’s especially important to make everyone a
part of what has always been a very tight-knit
group.

This past weekend, the team partook in
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association New
England Regional Championship in Babson
Park, Mass. Only five players were invited,
comprising three singles participants and two
doubles pairs. Coach Campbell says it is one
of the few times the team is split up.

In the singles bracket, junior captain Nicole
Block and junior no. 9 seed Jennifer Becker-
man advanced past the Round of 64. Each
took her opening match in straight sets, Block

winning 6-4, 6-4 and Beckerman 6-1, 6-1. The
two fought hard in their second matches, but
were ultimately eliminated in the Round of 32.
Jennifer Ruther ’13 could not make it past the
first round, losing a tough 7-5 tiebreaker in
the first set and dropping the second set, 6-3.

In doubles, the two pairs representing Vas-
sar were ousted in the first round. Block and
Beckerman made up one pair and lost, 8-1.
Kantor and Natalie Santiago '13 comprised the
other pair and were beaten, 8-2.

The whole team will be reunited for their
home-opening match against New York Uni-
versity on Saturday, Oct. 2 at 11 a.m. Whether
her players are together or not, Coach Camp-
bell likes to remind them to make the most
out of every moment. “I like to tell them to
stay positive and control what they can con-
trol.”

As for Coach Campbell herself, the jour-
ney is what matters most. “I have a process-
oriented focus, not a results-oriented focus.
Results speak for themselves,” she says.

This season, her players will try their hard-
est to ensure those results have a lot to say
once again.

Promising finishes for Cross Country

Kristine Olson
GUEST REPORTER
At the Oneonta State Airfield Cross Coun-
try Invitational on Friday, the Brewers
raced on the course that will host the NCAA
Atlantic Regional on Nov. 13. The results re-
veal a promising outlook for the 2010 cross
country season for both the men and women’s
teams.

The women’s team took fourth place in
their first 6k of the season, with its top five
placing sixth, 14th, 28th, 4oth and 67th, result-
ing in a team score of 155 points. Powerhouse
St. Lawrence won with 5o team points.

Johanna Spangler 12 led the Brewers with a
sixth place finish, completing the course in 22
minutes and nine seconds (22:09.4) out of 246
runners. In second and third place for Vassar
were Kelly Holmes ’13 (22:45.8) and Zoe Car-
penter '11 (23:12.2), demonstrating their consis-
tency as team leaders.

Significant races include those of Elizabeth
Forbes '12 (fourth, 23:27), Chloe Williams '14
(fifth, 24:11), Arial Shogren ’13 (sixth, 24:13.6)
and Melissa McClung ’12 (seventh, 24:27).
Forbes is coming off an injury from last sea-
son, while Williams, only a freshman, is al-
ready establishing her place at the top of the
pack. And Shogren and McClung both showed
the team’s strength and depth with personal
best times.

In its first 8k, the men’s team also showed
their ability with a 12th place finish. Jonathan
Erickson 11, Zack Williams ’12 and Christopher
Lloyd ’13 were withheld due to injuries. Sam
Wagner 13 dropped out due to leg cramps.
Even so, the top five placed 43rd, s4th, 74th,
82nd and 96th in a field of 288 runners, though
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Sam Wagner 13 races against arival runner from SUNY New Paltz at the Oneonta State Airfield Cross
Country Invitational on Friday Sept. 17. The team is now preparing for the Paul Short Invitational.

St. Lawrence won the meet with 42 points.
Leading the Brewers was Justin Rupert ‘12,
setting a personal record of 26:25.9. Other
personal records included Will Healy 12
(26:38) who finished second for Vassar. Roni
Teich ’13 (27:05.2) finished third for Vas-
sar and close behind was Evan Russek ’12
(27:21.3). Harry Feigen ’14 rounded out Vas-
sar’s top five with 27:40.9 in an impressive
first 8k. Also in their first 8k races, William
Schaeffer 14 (28:11.4) and John Nguyen ’14
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(28:35) finished sixth and seventh, respec-
tively.

The 2010 cross country season looks prom-
ising for the Vassar men and women’s teams.
They will have this next week off in prepara-
tion for the Paul Short Invitational at Lehigh
University on Oct. 1. Featuring D-I and II run-
ners, Paul Short will be excellent preparation
for the more competitive races later in the
season, most importantly the NCAA Atlantic
Regional.

Volleyball
wins three at
Union College

Harrison Remler
GUEST REPORTER

Asign once used during an on-campus
construction project now hangs visibly
in the corner of the volleyball court of Ke-
nyon Hall. This year’s women’s volleyball
team relates perfectly to the message of the
burgundy sign overlooking the court. The fi-
nal words on the sign are “Good things are
brewing.”

One can sense the optimism and hope in
Head Coach Jonathan Penn’s voice when he
speaks of his team. With a young group this
fall Coach Penn is excited to see his team
grow and mature. “This team has unbeliev-
able potential and is learning what it takes to
win,” said Coach Penn.

Looking for their first Liberty League cham-
pionship in four years, the Brewers fell to
Clarkson University in the finals last Novem-
ber. “Last year we had a great run with a young
team. We just simply ran out of gas as we had
gone five games with Skidmore in the match
before the loss to Clarkson,” added Penn.

“I think there is a certain amount of pres-
sure on the seniors to win [the Liberty League
Championship], especially after coming so
close to winning last year. Personally, it would
really complete my four years on the team to
come out of this year with a Liberty League
title, because each year that I have been here,
I have seen the team grow and improve so
much. The team that we have right now is a
completely different team than my freshman
year, physically and mentally. I think we have
a good chance to take Liberty’s,” noted co-
Captain Chelsea Mottern ‘I1.

This pressure is further exacerbated by
the fact that if they fail to win the title this
November, the senior class, comprised of Ju-
lianna Simon, Mottern and Yevgeniya Sergey-
enko, will graduate as the first class in 10
years without a Liberty League champion-
ship. Penn summarized, “There is undoubt-
edly a sense of urgency in their pursuit of the
Liberty League title,” Penn says in reference
to his senior class.

In addition to the seniors, a valuable trio of
co-Captain Amy Bavosa 12, Chloe McGuire ’13
and 2009 Liberty League Rookie of the Year
Hilary Koenigs 13 return for the Brewers.

For it all to come together, the Brewers
will need their underclassmen to continue to
progress quickly. “The freshman on our team
are really stepping up and adjusting quite
well to our complex offense. Jessie Ditmore
and Rose Carman have contributed some sub-
stantial playing time and Megan Andersen
has been serving well for us. This freshman
class is one of the strongest classes we have
had for a while and it is going to be exciting to
see them develop as players,” said Simon.

11 matches into their season the team is
currently 6-5, with an unbeaten home record.
“When we serve and pass well it makes a huge
difference,” said Penn when asked what has
been the key to the first few wins. He contin-
ued, “right now we are sorting out the intan-
gibles and we are also playing a little bit shy.”

Heading into the Union Invitational, Sep-
tember 17-18, Penn was hoping to sweep
through the field. The team fell one win short
of their goal as they secured victory over
Elms College (3-0), State University of New
York (SUNY) Oswego (3-0), and Hartwick
College (3-0) but fell to SUNY Cortland in
four games. Vassar’s greatest challenge is still
to come, “The biggest test for us will be the
three-game stretch of New York University,
Stevens Institute of Technology and Marietta
College,” said Penn.

For Simon, she is looking to cherish her
final season within the program. “My four
years with Coach Penn have been amazing...
Coach Penn knows the game really well and
it is evident in our game. He has built a great
program that has grown over the years, which
has resulted in our team being more like a
family.” added Simon.

With 18 games left, good things are bound
to come for this young team. Just let them
“brew.”
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he men’s soccer game ended its non-con-

ference schedule with a pair of convinc-
ing wins this week, demolishing Bard College
5-0 on Wednesday and Drew University 2-0
on Sunday. With the wins, Vassar closes out a
successful non-conference schedule 5-2 as they
prepare for their upcoming conference opener
against St. Lawrence at home at 4 p.m. on Friday.

On Wednesday afternoon, the Brewers
showcased a relentless, well-balanced offense
that could really help carry them through the
tough upcoming conference schedule. “Enter-
ing the Bard game, we were focused on build-
ing upon our performance at Mount Saint
Mary College and using our pace to hopefully
score some goals,” said Captain Marc Morelli
11 coming into the game. The Brewers did just
that, walloping Bard College, tallying four of
their five goals in the first half and pummeling
the Bard keeper with 36 total shots.

Ross Macklin ’12 almost got the first goal of
the game in the 12th minute when he blasted
a shot towards the net, only to watch help-
lessly as it careened off the left post to class-
mate Sam Erlichson-McCarthy ’12 who could
not finish the follow. However, both players
got their revenge only two minutes later when
Macklin headed a beautiful cross from Erlich-
son-McCarthy into the back of the net.

The Brewers did not have to wait much lon-
ger to get on the board again. In the 21st min-
ute, the ball bounced off of a Bard defender and
out of bounds. Macklin calmly lined up to take
the corner kick, and struck a gorgeous ball that
landed right at the feet of Evan Seltzer 14 who
was standing just outside of the six-yard box.
Seltzer, in a move that was as crafty as it was
skillful, tapped the ball with the back of his heel
to an open Erlichson-McCarthy who drilled the
ball into the net, making the score 2-0 Vassar.

Vassar had Bard on their heels all day and
would not let up. The Brewer’s third goal came

Olivia Hunter ’14 protects the ball from her opponents, the NYU violets, on
Sept. 17. The Brewers defeated the Violets 2-1, for the first time in team history.
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Sam Erlichson-McCarthy ’12 helped score the first goal of the game against Bard College on Sept.
15, who they defeated 5-0. The Brewers went on to defeat Drew University the following Sunday.

off a sublime cross from Zander Mrlik '13. Once
again, Erlichson-McCarthy was in on the action,
neatly heading the cross to forward Eli London
'12 who easily kicked the ball past the keeper.
With fellow juniors Macklin and Erlichson-Mc-
Carthy doing work on helpless Bard defenders,
junior Harrison Freund joined the party. With
just three minutes left in the first half, Freund
took a pass from Adam McCabe ’14 and would
not be denied. He dribbled furiously through
several Bard defenders, dodging and weaving

inside of the box before finishing the play off
with a tremendous sliding, left-footed goal.
The score was 4-o at half time and Vassar
was still not done. After a nice set of passes,
Seltzer sent a chip through ball just over the
heads of a couple Bard defenders to Macklin.
Macklin passed the ball to a wide open Bryan
English ’13, who tapped in the easy goal, his
first of the season, increasing the score to s-o.
Vassar dominated a very outmatched Bard
team, letting up only one shot on goal the en-

into League play

tire game. Getting all of the team’s goals from
different players, the victory was a complete
team win. “We made use of our depth and
there was no drop off in play. It was truly a
full-team effort,” says Morelli. “As we come
upon the Liberty League next weekend we
need to start building confidence and scoring
goals, which we did.”

After the huge victory against Bard, Vassar
looked to build on their momentum against
Drew University on Sunday. Drew was unde-
feated coming into the game and the Brewers
knew they would have to play nearly mistake-
free to come out with a win. “Drew is a strong,
tenacious team,” said co-Captain Morelli prior
to the contest. “We will need a focused effort
in a game that should closely resemble Liberty
League play.”

The game opened with 43 minutes of tough,
physical, scoreless play. Neither team could
break through. Finally, in the 44th minute,
Ethan Hallberg 14 chipped a pass to his class-
mate Adam McCabe who was making a run
down the middle of the field. McCabe chested
the pass out of the air just outside the 18 yard
box, and smashed a spectacular volley into the
upper corner of the net for his first ever col-
legiate goal.

The score remained 1-0 for most of the sec-
ond half. The Brewers’ defense, led by vet-
eran stalwarts co-Captains James Worboys
11 and Morelli, withstood furious attacks by
Drew in order to hold onto the slim lead. In
the 89th minute, the defense finally got some
help. Macklin crossed the ball to Seltzer who
found an open Freund. Freund easily tapped
the ball in from the six-yard mark to put the
Brewers up 2-o0, and seal the victory. This
win was huge for the Brewers and should give
them immense confidence going into the con-
ference season on Friday.

This weekend, the Brewers will begin Lib-
erty League play, hosting St. Lawrence Uni-
versity on Friday.

Women’s soccer succeeds with
program’s first win over Violets
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Lillian Reuman
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Friday afternoon marked a series
of firsts for the women’s soccer
team. Senior co-Captain Rachel Shea
notched the first goal of her season,
freshman Sheeyva Seyfi scored the
first of her collegiate career, and the
team as a whole defeated the New
York University (NYU) Violets 2-1
for the first time in the history of the
Vassar soccer program.

Gavriella Kaplan’s ’14 swift foot-
work and senior Captain Carolyn
Demougeot’s aggressive defense
kept the NYU opponents at bay for
the majority of the first half. De-
spite sideline instructions from
NYU Head Coach Werner Dasbach
to “make [Kaplan] play backwards,”
Alix Zongrone 12 and her fellow
Vassar midfielders contained the
game in the middle of the field. Af-
ter a series of shots from outside of
the penalty area, the Brewers began
to penetrate the NYU defense. With
just 10 minutes left in the first half,
Seyfi was denied on a pair of shots.
The first half concluded with two
minutes of hair-raising excitement

in the penalty box as the two teams
battled for the ball. To Vassar’s disap-
pointment, the confusion ended with
just seven seconds left in the half as
NYU’s Leslie Smith ripped the ball
past goalkeeper Alexandra Higgins
’13 to take a 1-0 lead over the Brewers.

With an urge to tie the score and
soar past the Violets during the sec-
ond half, the Brewers took to the
field with renewed energy. After
just 14 minutes of play, Demougeot
took control of the ball and glided
down the field for a breakaway. Af-
ter passing multiple NYU defenders,
Demougeot was taken down in the
penalty box, thus drawing an indirect
kick for Vassar. Tessa Verbanic ’'12
tapped the ball to Shea for a beauti-
ful kick powerfully launched into the
top of the net.

With a tied score and less than 30
minutes left in the game, the Brew-
ers conjured up momentum to crush
the competition. Traveling back and
forth between the goal lines, the ball
teased both teams as they put each
goalie to the test. As the clock ticked,
the intensity mounted and the Vassar
defense and midfield thwarted multi-

ple valiant NYU attempts. With 17:25
to go in the second half, Demougeot
gained control and sent a strong-
footed pass to Seyfi. With her eyes on
the prize, Seyfi worked her way past
two NYU defenders before sending
the ball sailing to the left goal post
and eventually into the back of the
net. After securing the one-goal lead,
Vassar primarily maintained posses-
sion for the remainder of the match.
Despite two direct kicks awarded to
NYU, second-half goalkeeper Alex-
andra Hutton '13 made four saves and
allowed no goals.

With another win under their
belts, the Brewers took to the road on
Saturday to once again outshoot their
opponent. While in Chicopee, Mass.,
the team combined for three goals in
a shutout against Elms College. Seyfi
planted the first goal just 17 minutes
into the game. Seniors Elysa Green-
berger and Lauren Bell each followed
with a goal as well. With a winning
weekend, the Brewers improved to
5-2 on the season. The women’s soc-
cer team opens Liberty League play
on Friday, Sept. 24 at St. Lawrence
University.
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