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USA plays
down national
Sports teams

Nik Trkulja

GUEST COLUMNIST

oung, scrappy, a little too inexperienced, this is

how the U.S. national basketball team has been
described as it competes in the FIBA World Basketball
Championships in Turkey. The team, comprised of the
NBA’s second tier of superstars, has been portrayed as
a slight favorite by media pundits around the country,
a team from which greatness is not expected but will
be appreciated. In corporate lingo, this is known as
“managing expectations,” setting the bar a little lower
than need be so you don’t look bad if perfection is not
achieved and look a whole lot better if it is. There’s
nothing new about the practice, but this summer in
particular it’s become a fascination of the sports me-
dia in its descriptions of U.S. national teams.

For instance, the World Cup saw the “underdog”
U.S. team achieve moral victories even when it drew
against England and Slovenia, and show incredible
character and heart in achieving what little it did. So
a defeat versus Ghana in the second round, although
somewhat disappointing, did not detract from the oth-
erwise “great effort” put forth by the team throughout
the tournament. It’s a storyline we all heard and ac-
cepted outright. After all, soccer is not the predomi-
nant sport in the U.S. as it is everywhere else so how
could we expect greatness from a “young and inex-
perienced” group on the world stage, right? Well, not
really.

While it’s true that U.S. soccer is not a global pow-
erhouse, it’s slightly silly to promote any story which
pits the U.S. as anything but a total and absolute fa-
vorite against Slovenia, Algeria and Ghana. On the
surface many might disagree but that’s because U.S.
fans don’t see their team the same way the rest of the
world does. For example, when the U.S. played Slo-
venia, many saw it as a game between two evenly
matched sides. Nobody stepped back and thought that
here was a match between the richest and third largest
country on Earth against a country whose population
is 150 times smaller, 2.06 million, roughly two-thirds
the size of the San Diego metro area.

With size come all the other advantages which
we yet again don’t think about. Advantages such as
funding, superior and more varied training facilities,
equipment and medical facilities, not to mention of
course the more varied and extensive pool of talent
to choose from. Again critics would say that the pro-
fessional league here is of a worse caliber than in the
rest of the world and while that’s true in most cases
comparing it, to the Slovenian, Algerian or Ghanaian
leagues is a joke.

Nevertheless, the “underdog” story persists through-
out all U.S. sports, not only soccer. The results have
been most visible at the FIBA World Championships
this past week. Team USA’s close wins haven’t been
“disappointing” but rather “learning experiences” and
blowouts have been a “demonstration of their poten-
tial.” The team, which features the NBA’s leading scor-
er from the 2009-2010 season, Kevin Durant, who led
the league with 30.1 points per game, and what some
journalists have called “fringe all-stars,” whatever that
means, has become quite the enigma. Observers know
full well that they cannot look at the team and call
them underdogs, especially since it features more all-
stars (3 in 2010) from the world’s greatest league than
all the other teams combined (o in 2010). Instead, they
have had to be creative and have thus replaced de-
scriptions of superior athleticism, strength and power
with new buzz words like “scrappy” and “tenacious.”

The only examples I can think of where the na-
tional consciousness has allowed itself to expect to-
tal domination in national team sports are when the
results are almost guaranteed. For instance that was
the case with the 1992 Dream Team and just about
anytime Michael Phelps and his teammates enter
a pool. In situations such as those, fans expect not
only dominance but total annihilation with multiple
records being broken.

The U.S. sports media has made their national
teams into that guy you hate playing against at the
gym. When he knows he’s got the best team he’ll talk
trash the whole day and keep beating up on you, but
when he fears it’s going to be in the least bit competi-
tive then suddenly you start hearing excuses about
sprained ankles and muscles that were pulled last
week. It’s demeaning, pathetic and really just annoy-
ing. Everybody knows you're the best don’t pretend
like it isn’t true, rather expect and demand it every
time and if you get beat then you got beat, but don’t
start faulting that ankle again.

Soccer hopes to replace recent alums

Ethan Shanley
GUEST REPORTER

he men’s soccer team heads into the

2010 season with high hopes, and for
good reason. A year after putting up their
best Liberty League record since 2003, the
Brewers return with a deep squad replete
with energetic underclassmen and savvy
veteran leaders. It will be hard to replace
the void left by the talented seniors that
graduated, but the Brewers feel they have
enough returning talent to fill that void.
Head Coach Andy Jennings is confident
about his team’s outlook this year. “We
could be a stronger team this year than
we were last year.” Junior midfielder Ross
Macklin reiterates his coach’s sentiments:
“We lost some key seniors from last sea-
son, but overall I'd say this year’s team is
better than last year.” The Brewers were
put to the test with games against Fairleigh
Dickinson-College at Florham and Manhat-
tanville College this week.

The Brewers showed just what they were
capable of in their opening game of the year
against Farleigh Dickinson College at Flo-
rham on Wednesday. Through a great team
effort, and a stunning two-goal performance
by freshman Eric Seltzer, the Brewers rode
to a 2-o victory. Senior Ben Scaglione and
freshman Adam McCabe notched assists in
the win, while the team’s defense, led by
Captains James Worboys '11 and Marc Mo-
relli ’11, was rock solid in the victory.

The first goal saw Seltzer strike home
Scaglione’s cross on a one touch effort,
set up by a Brewers counterattack. On the
second goal, McCabe, lobbed a pass to Selt-
zer, which sent the freshman one-on-one
against the goalie.

On Saturday, the Brewers looked to take
another step in the right direction, but ran
into a tough Manhattanville team with
a speedy front line and a brick wall for a
goalie. The contest was a hard-fought
defensive battle with neither side able to
break through for most of the game. Each
team had a fair amount of chances to score
but the back of the net was hard to come by.
Just when overtime appeared imminent,
Manhattanville’s Keston George ripped a
shot in the 88th minute from just outside
the 18 yard box that barely slipped past the
fingers of freshman goalie Ryan Grimme
and into the upper left corner of the net.
George’s late goal proved too much to over-
come for the Brewers who ended up drop-
ping the contest 1-o. Though they did not
get the victory, the Brewers gained valuable
experience and showcased a solid defense,
midfield, and attack that should be very
good by the time they start playing confer-
ence games.

The Brewers have one goal in mind this
year—to make the Liberty League play-
offs. They were one win away from get-
ting in last year and the returning players
from last year’s squad can almost taste it.
“Coming into the season, the only focus is

Sam Erlichson McCarthy ’12 and Eli London 12 vie for the ball against their opponent from
Manbhattanville College, on Saturday, Sept. 4. The Liberty League season beings on Sept. 24.

to win every Liberty League game.” Says
Captain Worboys, “That is the only way to
absolutely make certain we make it into the
tournament. Nothing else matters this sea-
son except making the Liberty League tour-
nament.” Fellow Captain Morelli echoes
Worboys’ confidence. “I fully expect to
make the Liberty League playoffs this sea-
son,” says Morelli.

The Liberty League is perennially one of
the toughest leagues in the nation so it will
be hard for the Brewers to break through.
In order to do so, the team has to be led
by a solid defensive line. The Brewers have
added a new assistant coach to their staff,
Tony Flores. “We’re all very excited about
the arrival and contributions of our new as-
sistant coach, Tony Flores,” says Morelli.
“He’ll help to bring a focus and tenacity to
the team defensively, and keep us honed in
on our ultimate goal—the playoffs.”

Though the Vassar Brewers have very
talented individual players, they must rely
on good team chemistry and depth to guide
them to the Liberty League championships.
Worboys stresses how deep the team is this
year. “[We] have a very deep roster with a
large percentage of the players able to con-
tribute in the most challenging of games.
I expect 18 or 19 players will contribute in
every game. The team is only as strong as
its weakest player and especially this year’s
team, being dependent on its depth, needs
to rely on the players coming off the bench
to not only maintain the level of play but
sometimes raise the level of play when they
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step on the field.” Morelli also stresses the
importance of team chemistry to the Brew-
er’s success. “The team will need strong
play from everyone to be successful. No
single individual will push us over the top,
but collectively, everyone playing well as a
unit will breed success.”

Although the Liberty League is always
very tough, superior depth and team chem-
istry, combined with veteran leadership
should be enough to put the team over the
edge this year. Last year’s returning play-
ers came so close to making the postseason,
and will stop at nothing to lead this year’s
team into the playoffs, and perhaps beyond.
“While it is no secret that we graduated
some very talented seniors, our current
roster is our strongest yet. We have great
depth, are quick, fast-paced, and under-
stand the game and our individual roles,”
says Morelli. “While last year was one of
the most successful seasons in recent pro-
gram memory, it still fell short of our goal
and expectation of a playoff berth which we
all intend to earn this time around.”

The Brewers will look to continue their
march towards the postseason, traveling to
crosstown rival SUNY New Paltz on Sat-
urday Sept. 11, followed by a trip to nearby
Newburgh to take on Mount Saint Mary
College, on Sunday. Wednesday, Sept. 15, the
Brewers return home, hosting Bard College
at 5 p.m. at Prentiss Field. Vassar will begin
its Liberty League season, on Sept. 24 when
St. Lawrence University makes the trek to
Poughkeepsie.
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Women’s soccer strives for playofts

Andy Marmer
Sports Eprtor

ast season, the women’s soccer team

won their final four contests of the sea-
son, including two against Liberty League
foes, but ultimately came up one game short
of qualifying for the conference tournament.
This year, the squad hopes to pick up where
they left off, and in the process make the
Liberty League tournament for the first time
in program history. “I think we’re going to
have the best team that we’ve had since we
[fellow Captains Carolyn Demougeot 11 and
Allison McManis ’11] got here as freshman. I
think we’ll make the conference tournament
and be a serious contender in the Liberty
League,” noted Captain Rachel Shea 1.

In their opening game of the season, the
team showed just how formidable they can
be. After conceding an early goal to cross-
town rival SUNY New Paltz, Vassar rattled
off three unanswered goals, with Demougeot
leading the way with two goals and an assist.
One of Demougeot’s goals saw the senior
enter the box before dancing around two
defenders and firing a beautiful strike into
the top right corner of the net. Demougeot
also assisted on Gavriella Kaplan’s '14 first
collegiate goal, providing a long chip that al-
lowed the freshman to run onto the ball, and
deposit it in the corner. Head Coach Richard
Moller was pleased with his side’s perfor-
mance in the match, “It was a nice team ef-
fort and we were putting the pieces together
for us to play some solid team soccer.”

In the Brewer’s second match, they earned
yet another 3-1 win. Once again, Vassar was
led by two goals from Demougeot, with Ka-
plan also finding the back of the net.

To achieve their goal of making the con-
ference tournament, the Brewers will rely on
their depth. The team lost just three seniors
from last year’s team, and added ten fresh-
men, three of whom started in the debut
match Noted Demougeot, “We’re the deep-
est we've ever been, since I've been here.
Our starting 11 are very strong and we can

SMaON Aupjjadsiiy oy 1, /110d ey eurlnf

Allison McManis ’I1 tries to keep the ball away from SUNY New Paltz, who the Brewers de-
feated in a three-game sweep. The Brewers are hoping to make it to the Liberty League playoffs.

definitely bring four or five off the bench.”

Vassar returns its three leading scorers
from last year in Demougeot (9 goals, 3 as-
sists), McManis (7 goals, 2 assists) and Shea
(6 goals, 4 assists). In addition to the three
captains, Vassar will rely on a number of
other veterans. Demougeot noted, “Alix Zon-
grone '12 is definitely a key player in our line-
up. She definitely is very strong all around.
She can be put in a lot of key positions.”

Shea added, “I have also been really im-
pressed with Keiko Kurita. She’s a sopho-
more. To me she’s ten times better than she
was last year.” Demougeot also noted that
Alex Grant will be key as she transitions to
playing in the center of the backline.

While the Brewers will return several tal-
ented players, and also add some strong new
ones, McManis observed where the true tal-
ent lies: “We’re at a place where the sum of
us together is greater than the parts. There’s
not really any particular one person that we
have to look to score, or to make a play.”

With such a talented core, Vassar wasted
little time in preparing for its blitz of the

Our students are researching and designing tomorrow’s computer systems, medical devices, business models, video games, and buildings. We're
particularly interested in attracting students who see themselves creating tomorrow’s spaces for living, working, and recreating. Successful
candidates for our Master of Architecture program are creative thinkers who show aptitude in visual design, regardless of their undergraduate

study.

We'll be available to answer questions about our architecture programs as well as our full range of science, engineering, business, and
humanities & social sciences programs. If you cannot attend, please find us at http://gradadmissions.rpi.edu or call 518-276-6216.

Graduate and Professional School Day
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Liberty League. During the summer, 13 of the
team’s returning players traveled to Germa-
ny, where they triumphed in two contests.
Moller credited the trip with “allowing us to
grow closer and continue to build and create
a team chemistry, allowing us to really get
to know each other in a way that when push
comes to shove we're there for each other.”

Shea expressed similar sentiments to her
coach: “It really brought the returners closer
together...I think it was really good for the
team chemistry within our returners.”

Still, as McManis noted the trip was about
more than just the team’s performance. “It
was neat seeing day in, day out what a culture
of soccer is in other parts of the world.”

Back stateside, the team eagerly awaits
the rest of its schedule, with one game fea-
tured prominently, “I want to kill [Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute]” declared Shea.
Vassar will host RPI on Oct. 2.

Moller was more diplomatic, “It’s just all-
in-all a very tough, very fun schedule, but I
believe the team is ready for a schedule like
this.”

Increased fan
violence merits
added security

Andy Sussman
GuEST COLUMNIST

Is it just me or are brawls becoming increasingly
commonplace in the sports arena? During an in-
ternational basketball “friendly,” Serbia and Greece
got into a heated scrap that culminated in Serbian
center Nenad Krstic throwing a chair at several
Greek players right next to the stands. Washington
Nationals center fielder Nyjer Morgan could have
made this list single-handedly, after allegedly throw-
ing a baseball at a fan and, a week later, charging the
mound when the pitcher threw behind him. Over the
summer, it became commonplace for some teenag-
ers who desired attention to run around the baseball
field, with security guards and players helpless. Last
Friday, though, was when I realized that the violence
was getting out of control. The U.S. open match be-
tween Novak Djokovic and Philipp Petzschner had
to be delayed because a fight broke out in the stands.

That’s right, pushing, shoving, and cursing in the
stands interrupted a tennis match, a sport known
for its fan’s politeness and decorum. Now, I do not
approach the issue of fighting as an old hack who
yearns for the “good old days”; after all, there was
never a period of time when there were no brawls of
any sort. However, I do think that the line between
players and fans have blurred to a dangerous extent.
We all know what can happen when such a blend
occurs, as the infamous 2004 “Malice at the Palace,”
which saw players from the Indiana Pacers attack
fans at the Detroit Pistons home arena, The Palace
at Auburn Hills, taught us. The fact is that neither
players nor fans are safe from one another under
these current conditions.

Luckily, most of the recent examples of clashes
have proven to be relatively harmless with respect
to physical injuries. However, it does not take a leap
of faith to realize that someone can seriously get
hurt when a fight gets out of control, for it has hap

See BRAWL on page 20
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Cross country team sweeps Invitational at Vassar Farm

Kristine Olson
GUEST REPORTER

warm, breezy day provided the perfect

conditions for the Vassar College Invita-
tional (VCI) cross-country race on the Farm,
last Saturday, Sept. 4.

As the first cross country meet of the sea-
son, the VCI was an opportunity for individual
runners and the Vassar College Cross Country
team to showcase their summer training.

“Our strategy today is to go out strong, try to
run in packs, and take advantage of our home
course,” said Captain Zoe Carpenter ’I11, prior
to the meet.

And that’s what the Brewers did. In a field of
12 teams, The Vassar men triumphed over (28
points) SUNY New Paltz (38) and Stevens In-
stitute (55), who rounded out the top three, for
first. Vassar women (15 points) also placed first
in a field of 10, followed by SUNY New Paltz
(49) and Mount Saint Mary College (103).

In the men’s 6k race, Vassar’s Sam Wagner
’13 had an exciting and incredibly close second
place finish, surging ahead of SUNY New Paltz
senior, Joe Gentsch, only to be out-strode in the
last few meters. Also placing in the top 10 with
strong performances, were Vassar’s Justin Ru-
pert 12 (3rd, 20:36), Will Healy ’12 (sth, 20:44),
and Roni Teich '13 (6th, 20:58).

Three of Vassar’s men (Jon Erickson 11, Zach
Williams ’12, Christopher Lloyd ’13) sat out due
to injuries, and Will Wheeler '14 dropped out
after 4k because of a heel problem. “Holding
those guys out and still performing well is great
for us,” said Coach McCowan. “It was an auspi-
cious start. And Sam Wagner had a gutsy race.
He showed us that he can race with anyone in
the region.”

During the women’s sk race, Carpenter, Jo-

hanna Spangler ’12, Elizabeth Forbes ’12, and
Kelly Holmes 13 were in the lead from the start.
The women did as they had trained and ran the
race in packs, which led them to a 1st-5th place
sweep in the end.

With a giant lead, Spangler finished first and
set a new course record (19:25). Other stand
out performances included Forbes (2nd, 19:49);
freshman Aubree Piepmeier raced to 3rd place
in her first collegiate meet (19:52); Carpenter
(4th 20:15); and Holmes (sth, 20:20).

Stephanie Malek ’13 (8th, 20:42) had, “the
most improved VCI performance ever!” ex-
uded Coach McCowan; and Chloe Williams ’14
(9th, 20:44) finished her first college race in the
top 10 alongside teammate Rebecca Valencia 11
(1oth, 21:49). Also notable was Elizabeth Jones
i1 who has returned from a two-year injury
hiatus.

When asked about the women’s race Coach
McCowan said, “It was fantastic. We weren’t
worried about times. Our main strategy was
to run in big groups, focus on the packs and
let people push the last mile.” Forecasting for
the remaining season McCowan noted, “we’re
not at 100 percent strength with either of our
teams, and we were still able to perform well
today. If we can get everyone running, it’s going
to be really impressive. And as long as people
have fun and enjoy what they do, great things
will come from it.”

According to McCowan this season’s teams
are the fastest in Vassar Cross Country histo-
ry. “It’s exciting that we’re all within the same
range of ability,” said Melissa McClung 12, “and
there are so many of us that can run together
as a pack.”

Health and injuries will be a factor for both
the men and women’s performances this sea-
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Vassar student-athletes Aubree Piepmeier 14 and Elizabeth Forbes ’12 strive for victory at the
Vassar College Invitational, Vassar’s first cross country meet of the year, last Saturday, Sept. 4.

son. If the team is at 100 percent racing ability,
placing well at Regionals and advancing to Na-
tionals is an even greater possibility.

And with fewer races this season, quality is
key. More time between races means more time
to recover, train and focus on race strategy.

The Paul Short meet at Lehigh University
on Oct. 1 will host D-I and II runners, provid-
ing Vassar Cross Country runners a chance to
push themselves against faster teams early in
the season. Seven Sisters will be the only other
home meet this season, hosted by the women

at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 16. For the women,
it will be a chance to directly compare their
improvements since the Vassar College Invita-
tional.

Liberty League Championships on Oct.
30 and Eastern College Athletic Conference
Championships on Nov. 3 will also be signifi-
cant races in preparation for the NCAA Re-
gional Championship on Nov. 13. With a strong
performance at Regionals, Vassar could ad-
vance to the NCAA National Championship on
Now. 20.

Women’s volleyball cruises to 3-0 win

Lillian Reuman
GUEST REPORTER

As a group of athletes that consistently
ranks among the best in the Liberty
League and often qualifies for the Eastern
College Athletic Conference and NCAA
championship tournaments, the Vassar
women’s volleyball team started off on a high
note last Wednesday night in Kenyon Hall.
The team deftly defeated Rutgers-Newark in
what appeared to be three simple, well-han-
dled sets (25-15, 25-13, 25-12).

The team begins its season with only two
seniors, Chelsea Mottern and Juliana “JJ” Si-
mon, but will undoubtedly look towards its
five-member-strong freshman class for fresh
feet on the court. Due to a high turnout at
pre-season tryouts, Head Coach Jonathan
Penn made cuts and had the ability to select
from among the best student-athletes. Senior
Captain Mottern noted that Chloe McGuire
'13 and Hilary Koenigs '13 will be “offensive
threats” with their hitting/blocking and set-
ting, respectively. Koenigs was recognized as
the League 2009 Rookie of the Year. “With
a host of tall, strong hitters, the team plans
to incorporate more back row hitting,” Mot-
tern said.

After placing second in the Liberty League
last year, the team, led by co-Captains Mot-
tern and Amy Bavosa 12, hopes to reclaim
the Liberty League title and advance to the
NCAA Division III championships. Mottern
noted that the Oct. 6 home match against
Stevens Institute of Technology would be a
true performance test since Stevens has con-
sistently proven to be one of Vassar’s tough-
est competitors.

Although Rutgers didn’t seem to threaten
Vassar’s gameplay, the Sept. 1 home game
served as a great trial for the upcoming chal-
lenging schedule.

A series of kills by Bavosa and McGuire
made for a spectacular start for the first set.
Although Rugters responded with a quick
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Amy Bavosa 12 spikes the ball, helping Vassar take Rutgers-Newark in a three-game sweep.

tip, the referee was quick to notice their
improper setting, which resulted in a point
for Vassar and an opportunity to dominate
the serve once again. McGuire’s steady serv-
ing continued until the Brewers reached 23
points, when Rutgers motioned for a time
out.

Vassar began the second set, jumping out
to a big lead, thanks in part to inconsistent
serving and what appeared to be a lack of
communication from Rutgers. Rose Carman
'14 contributed several aces; a tip by Bavosa
sealed the deal providing the Brewers with a
victory at the end of game two.

After a long rally, Rutgers persevered to
take the first point of game three. A short
serve by Bavosa kept the game competitive,
and sophomore Brittany Stopa’s strong arm

ADVERTISEMENT

allowed Vassar to break the back-and-forth
monotony and create a five-point lead over
Rutgers. Freshman Jessie Ditmore made her
debut in the final game of the match and add-
ed on four points for Vassar with her relent-
less serving. An error by Rutgers gave Vassar
an 1-point lead prior to a Rutgers timeout.
Powerful blocking by Bavosa and Simon
punctuated the entirety of the three matches,
and Vassar came away victorious.
Unfortunately, Wednesday night’s Kenyon
Hall crowd, which included the Vassar wom-
en’s basketball team, wasn’t around to cheer
on the Brewers volleyball team at the Court-
land tournament on Sept. 3-4. The team de-
feated SUNY Potsdam 3-1 but fell to the Uni-
versity of Rochester (3-1), SUNY New Paltz
(3-1), and St. Lawrence University (3-2).

Wild, unruly fans
take away from
sporting events

BRAWL continued from page 19

pened in recent history. Remember when Chi-
cago White Sox fans William Ligue and his son
attacked Kansas City Royals first base coach Tom
Gamboa in 2002? If you don’t, Gamboa perma-
nently lost some of his hearing in the attack, and
a knife was subsequently found on Ligue after he
was arrested.

At what point will we stop viewing these fights
as “all in good fun” or entertaining and begin ex-
amining them as a very real threat? Add passion-
ate, enthusiastic fans with alcohol, and then throw
in intense players and what do we expect to get?
Upon watching the fight at the U.S. Open my first
reaction was “where is security?” In fact, many
of the onlookers in the stands remarked the very
same thing. An older man did not have to tumble
three rows down the stands; if there were an effec-
tive enough security force, those involved could
have been escorted out as soon as they yelled at
each other during the match. The rules are espe-
cially clear in a sport such as tennis: no creating
disturbances.

After a teenage fan ran onto the field at a
Philadelphia Phillies game this summer, security
eventually tasered him to get him to stop the situ-
ation from worsening. They received a great deal
of criticism for using that method to get the fan
under control, but frankly what other options did
they have? I don’t care whether the fan is harm-
less in his or her thoughts or not, it can still very
easily escalate to the point of serious violence.
On television, fans have the rights to yell, but if
they are in a stadium with the actual athletes, they
need to keep themselves from chaos, just as play-
ers have always had the same obligations. I just
hope that the next time I hear that a tennis match
gets delayed that it is due to inclement weather
rather than a storm of out-of-control fans.

miscsports knew these scores as they were happening. Feeling behind?
3:17 AM Sep 8th via mobile web
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