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Sligh uses
artists’ books
for activism

SLIGH continued from page 14

women’s workplaces in the country. Today,
Vassar’s Thompson Library Special Collec-
tions serves as the official repository for art-
ists’ books made through the workshop. The
class meets in the Library’s Special Collec-
tions to closely investigate the hand-printed
books. Materials include handmade paper,
letter presses, silkscreen prints, photographs,
intaglio prints and ceramics.

“Clarissa Sligh’s work is central to the
WSW collection, and she has also served
on the board of the workshop,” said Collins.
Books of Sligh’s covered in Vassar’s seminar
include What’s Happening With Momma?,
Wrongly Bodied Two, It Wasn’t Little Rock,
A Tourist Map to Japan and Wrongly Bodied:
Documenting Transition from Female to Male.
These works address issues of gender trans-
formation and insecurity, the personal iden-
tities associated with race and class, and the
politics of segregation and community, among
other things.

Collins described the influence Sligh’s
work has had on her life as well as her aca-
demic pursuits: “I have walked the world in-
spired by Clarissa Sligh’s honest art, actions
and ideas since I discovered her work 20 years
ago. I revel in her work, and share it across the
disciplines. Everyone can learn from Clarissa
Sligh’s head, hands and heart.”

According to Ana Orians ’11, a member of
the WSW course at Vassar, what makes Sligh’s
artists’ books so powerful is the sheer human-
ness of their multidimensional content. She
explained, “Sligh’s take on social justice and
transformation are absolutely unique because
you can follow her thought process within her
books as she works through her own ques-
tions,” adding, “There is the feeling of intima-
cy and risk that emerges and comes when you
absorb the layered texts.”

One artists’ book Orians placed particular
emphasis on was Wrongly Bodied Two, in
which Sligh documents the journey of Jake, a
transgendered man going through surgeries in
order to become male in both body and mind.
His story is then interwoven with the life of
a light-skinned black woman who tries to es-
cape slavery with her husband by passing as
a white man.

“Sligh uses her photography to explore a
situation entirely, and eventually, over time,
she creates connections between associa-
tions.” The effect of this work is compelling
because Sligh places herself and the reader
in the shoes of her characters. The work is
honest and sincere. It uses a distinct visual
language to inspire empathy and closeness
between reader and narrative.

Beginning in the 1980s, Sligh’s work first
garnered recognition for its uninhibited, un-
flinching representation of themes often chal-
lenged by traditional society. The goal of her
books, then, is to highlight the importance of
coming to terms with difference. She presents
a convincing plea for compassion, one that
sets the foundation for personal freedom.

In addition to her artists’ books, Sligh is
also renowned for her highly charged instal-
lations. In 2007, she created a five-foot-tall
hanging sculpture entitled Hope. The piece
is composed entirely of origami cranes, all of
which have been made from folded pages of
The White Man’s Bible, a white supremacist
text recently removed from circulation by the
Montana Human Rights Network.

With all of her work, Sligh touches on the
subjects many are afraid to breach. According
to Orians, “I think her work is important be-
cause she doesn’t claim to be all knowing but
is willing to take a risk and think about some-
thing that doesn’t come easily to her in order
to explore a world she may not know.”

The issues that Sligh addresses have no
comparable means of expression—art is the
most effective medium. In her lecture “When
and Where I Enter,” the intersections between
Sligh’s entrance into the social justice strug-
gle and the art she creates will no doubt shed
light on her life of transformation and rich
experience.

é — Artist of the Week

Lee a prepared, focused performer

Ellen Xie

GUEST REPORTER

ohn Lee '13 plays the viola, and a whole lot

of it. He first learned piano and violin at age
nine, before adopting viola as his main instru-
ment. Years after, and several esteemed orches-
tras later, Lee continues to play regularly. Music
is an integral part of his life and, at Vassar, he has
been a part of multiple on-campus groups in-
cluding Orchestra, Chambers and Mahagonny.

This upcoming weekend, Lee will be per-
forming Stamitz Concerto in D in the Orches-
tra concert. Chosen by a panel of three music
faculty members, John is the second violist to
perform with the Orchestra. Eduardo Navega,
the orchestra conductor said, “It’s not very of-
ten you get such a good viola player perform-
ing a concerto of this magnitude ... It is quite
extraordinary.” The solo piece is technically
very difficult, and the arrangement of the or-
chestra falls neatly around the soloist voice.
Light, sprightly and bursting with energy, the
music has potential for greatness. Lee’s dexter-
ous fingers, resonant sound and dramatic bow
flips transform the static notes into something
dynamic and worthy of attention.

Lee is a neuroscience major who might want
to become a radiologist. Music is just something
he loves. “It makes me happy,” he said. However,
Lee has a talent and dedication to the art that
distinguishes him from others. Lately, he has
been practicing two hours a day to prepare for
the upcoming performance. The results are evi-
dent, not only in the quality of his music—mem-
orized and polished—but physically also. All
dedicated violinists and violists are marked by
the chinrest-induced bruise on the neck. Lee’s
has been steadily growing. “My viola hickey is
so massive recently,” he shiaid, jokingly.

Before Vassar College, Lee seemed to have
an even stronger investment in the viola. In
fact, his high school years were defined largely
by his music, and his participation in the Port-
land Youth Philharmonic Orchestra. Practicing
three or more hours every day, Lee honed his
skills then. Although he played viola through
middle school, he began to really appreciate

John Lee 13, pictured above with his viola, is involved in several music groups at Vassar, including the Orchestra,
Chambers and Mahagonny. In high school, he performed with the Portland Youth Philharmonic Orchestra.

music in high school. “There is so much mean-
ing and depth. I just fell in love with [music],”
he said. Success often results from hard work
and passion, and Lee epitomizes this truth.
Described as “prepared and focused” by his
instructor, Lee has taken this along with his
passion for music to do some amazing things.
He has performed in several Chinese cities and
was also selected for the National Symphony
Orchestra in Washington D.C. for two consecu-
tive summers.

This summer, he is hoping to find a research
opportunity. It will be the first summer in sev-
eral years that science, not music, will domi-
nate. Lee is excited. In reference to majoring

in music, he said, “I don’t regret it and I'm
glad I'm not spending all my time in a practice
room.” Nonetheless, music remains a part of
his life. This week especially, the performance
occupies his mind. Lee endearingly admitted,
“I get so nervous in front of people when I'm
playing. I had this trick of taking off my glasses
so I wouldn’t have to see people.” Yet, to any
audience members, this confession tarries on
the unbelievable. On stage, Lee appears con-
fident and self-assured. He has a strong stage
presence, developed through years of perfor-
mances, and the sound of his instrument reso-
nates and echoes in the hall, sending chills up
and down many spines.

Hallie Flanagan Davis honored in show

PLAYGROUND continued from page I

ect.” Students will perform under the direc-
tion of acclaimed director and Vassar alumna
Jen Wineman ’00. Wineman’s dear friend Mat-
tie Brickman has written the play, and Asso-
ciate Professor of Drama Denise Walen is the
faculty advisor for the production.

According to Wineman, “Last spring I
started talking to [Adjunct Professor of Dra-
ma] Shona Tucker about the possibility of
my coming to Vassar to direct the students in
a play. I was a graduate of the glass of 2000,
and I thought it would be really exciting come
back.” Wineman brought up the possibility of
directing a revival of a play that had premiered
at the College in years past with Tucker; how-
ever, she was quickly captivated by Flanagan’s
involvement with theater at Vassar over the
years: “I looked at some of those old plays—
by [Luigi] Pirandello, Thorton Wilder, and T.S.
Eliot—and saw that what they all had in com-
mon was that the person who had first directed
all of them at Vassar was Hallie Flanagan. So I
thought it might be a lot more interesting to
do a new play about her and her time at Vassar
than to simply revive an old piece of theater,”
said Wineman.

When Wineman proposed the idea of a
new play, and the Sesquicentennial Planning
Committee agreed to commission it, she also
proposed Brickman as the playwright. “[Brick-
man] seemed like an obvious choice as a
person to work with on this. She has written
a couple of different plays that have incorpo-
rated historical figures into the plot, and she
always does really creative things with real
people set against fiction,” said Wineman.

Brickman sets “Playground” in 1927, the
period right after Flanagan got back from a
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14-month trip around the world that she re-
ceived as the first female Guggenheim fel-
lowship recipient. She had just been in Rus-
sia, where she saw theater that inspired her,
and met a scientist who made his way into her
work as well.

The play takes place during tech and dress
rehearsals of Flanagan’s experimental produc-
tion of Anton Chekhov’s “A Marriage Pro-
posal” at Vassar. Flanagan’s adaptation of the
play was unconventional, as she introduced
the one act play in three separate and distinict
ways. The first version is completely realistic,
the second version is abstract impressionism
and the third version—in which Vassar’s play
is set—is constructivist. The production will
also contain flashbacks of Flanagan’s time
spent in Russia. According to the show’s press
release, the play is about Flanagan “discover-
ing how the things that shape us also come
back to haunt us.”

Although the reason Flanagan is well known
isn’t necessarily because of the time she spent
at Vassar, as she served impressive leadership
positions with the Federal Theatre Project
through the Works Progress Administration,
Brickman still thought that the best subject for
the play would be Flanagan’s experience at the
College.

“Im interested in beginnings, exploring
people before we know what they’re famous
for. There was a great center of energy around
the time Hallie began at Vassar. The fights she
fought and the things she explored here make
their way into the later work she is known for,”
said Brickman, adding “Jen and I were both in-
terested in spending time with Hallie as she
embarked on her career.”

The location for “Playground” in the Vo-

gelstein Center for Drama and Film also makes
the production meaningful. Brickman explained,
“One thing that’s also exciting about the play is
that it is being performed on the footprint of
the old theater where Flanagan directed all her
plays. It’s a site-specific piece; it’s as though I
wrote a play that took place at the Washington
Monument and we performed it there.”

The fact that the play is being performed at
Vassar and the cast is made up of Vassar stu-
dents is especially poignant. “In rehearsal, I'll
say, “Iry to capture the enthusiasm of young
drama students, which isn’t too hard for the
students I'm working with,” said Wineman.

“Playground” also explores Flanagan’s
true persona. “There’s a mythology on cam-
pus about Flanagan as a larger than life
woman,’said Wineman. “The other day, Vio-
leta [Picayo '13] said she now understands why
Flanagan has achieved the stature she has on
campus, because we're seeing her as a person
versus the legend she’s become.”

When asked about how the Vassar com-
munity will receive the play, Wineman was
enthusiastic. “I think people will enjoy seeing
a piece about the history of the College, but
one that is actually about the people. I think
[Brickman] did a great job of making it an
interesting, dramatic, touching and personal
play that also teaches you a lot of history and
is deeply rooted in the story of the Drama De-
partment at Vassar,” she said.

Performances from March 1 to 3 in the Vo-
gelstein Center for Drama and Film’s Martel
Theater. To make reservations, call (845) 437-
5599 or visit the box office in person. For com-
plete reservation information, visit the Drama
Department website at http://drama.vassar.
edu/productions/reservations.html.
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Radiohead proves it’s always a mainstay

The King of Limbs
Radiohead
[Self-released]

1. 8. 8.8, ¢

Graham Mayshark

GUEST COLUMNIST

Radiohead has always gotten on best by
consistently not sounding like Radio-
head, yet somehow always sounding Radio-
head. Every album has to have some new ap-
proach to doing things—has to combine new
sounds, themes and textures to produce an
original and always amazing product that re-
wards the listener with repeat plays.

But with their latest album, The King of
Limbs, Radiohead manage to keep all the
greatness of their past work without the major
sonic leaps forward of 1997’s OK Computer or
2000’s Kid A. It seems like the band is finally
comfortably with the odd, kinetic and beau-
tiful sound that has defined them as a band
at the top of their game for 20 years running.
And they’re not going anywhere.

Many of the songs even sound as if they’d
fit well on some of the band’s other great al-
bums.

With its steady, muted guitar part and soft
Tom Yorke “oooohs” in the middle break-
down, “Morning Mr. Magpie” is a dead ringer
for a Hail to the Thief track—provided the
band added some unnecessary and weird par-
enthetical title like “Hunt the Dogs Slowly,” or
something.

Opening track “Bloom” takes us back to
the Kid A/Amnesiac era while finding com-
mon ground with key elements from Yorke’s
solo work. A chaotic calypso of an electronic
beat ties in nicely with some static electronic
beeps, and Yorke’s hushed yet operatic vocals
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set the tone for the rest of the album.

“Lotus Flower” is a perfect mid-way point
for the album, relying on the mellow aspects
of In Rainbows to transition us to the far-less
propulsive, more-textured second half.

Beautiful and pastoral as any great, mid-
00s Brit-pop ballad, “Separator” could even
be mistaken for a lost cut from The Bends, a
major feat given the stylistic changes in the 16
years since that album’s release.

But not everything here is charting familiar
territory.

The acoustic strum of “Give Up the Ghost”
is as beguiling at this point in Radiohead’s de-
velopment as the falsetto, almost Bon Hiver-like
Yorke background vocal part it grooves along
with. Don’t get me wrong; it’s truly a beautiful
song. But it’s certainly not what I expected.

And that’s the great thing about this band.
They always give you something you’ll love—
before you even know you love it.

I can’t say I've heard much Indian-inspired
pieces from the band, but the guitar part on
“Separator” is positively George Harrison for
it’s ability to imitate the static and echoing
breaths of a sitar. If I didn’t know any bet-
ter, I'd say it was swiped from a lost Revolver
track, and that’s a high compliment.

The dark, reverbed-to-the-max vocal runs
and chugging bass compliments of underlo-
ved Colin Greenwood in “Feral” is precisely
what the title suggests: a primal cannibal of a
song, and you'll love every moment of it.

Thematically, the album’s a bit cryptic. But
what would a set of songs penned by Yorke be
if you knew what the hell he’s getting at in the
first few listens?

Most striking at first are a couple of refer-
ences to sexuality—a bit unusual for Yorke,
but definitely interesting. “You're such a tease
and I'm such a flirt,” he says on “Little by Lit-
tle,” a line that’d be utterly forgettable if sung

by Mick Jagger, but coming from Yorke it’s
completely rewarding. “My woman blows her
cover/In the eyes of the beholder,” he croons
on “Separator,” and you start to get the sense
that Yorke is not necessarily going for the
male-dominator role, but is simply just trying
to stretch himself as a singer and a songwriter.
And it pays off big time.

A few things are missing for me, however. I
could use at least a few of Yorke’s pygmy snarls,
for one. (Check out OK Computer’s “Election-
eering” or Thief’s “2+2=5" if you want a good ex-
ample of this. It's quite the experience.)

Most absent, however, is multi-instrumen-
talist Jonny Greenwood’s Hendrix-hooked-
on-acid (and Pro Tools) guitar playing. Green-
wood does give us the big picture soundscape
he’s known for, and to great effect. But when
it comes to guitar playing, I can’t distinguish
between his playing and that of mellower
rhythm guitarist Ed O’Brien.

Not that these elements’ absence is bad
thing. The album works, and works perfectly.
But as a longtime fan, these are just some fa-
miliar things I, personally, miss.

But this isn’t a band that looks kindly upon
the nostalgic. They’re true visionaries, for-
ward-thinking artists in the highest respect.
This album wasn’t even known to the public
a little over a week ago, released in a quick,
Kamikaze format that rivaled the innovation
of In Rainbows’ pay-what-you-want scheme.

That they’re able to release something with
no promotion whatsoever while still delivering a
product that stands up effortlessly to their best
work only shows the strength of this band.

Radiohead doesn’t rely upon familiar struc-
tures, sounds, themes or even instruments.
But when they release something new, you
can rest assured that it will be just that: new.
And in this regard, The King of Limbs is every-
thing you hoped it could be.

submit to misc@vassar.edu

This is the first painting I've made
since preschool. It's a fresco painting,
which all you veteran ART 105-106 stu-
dents will recognize as a copy of Michel-
angelo’s Libyan Siby! from the Sistine
Chapel ceiling. I'm currently studying
abroad at art school in Italy, and |
painted this piece for my fresco painting
class’s first assignment. Although I pre-
fer working in three-dimensional media,
Italy is the fresco painting capital of
the world, so | figured when in Rome...
(except I’'m actually in Florence).

This painting was done in the
bonfresco technique, meaning pigment
mixed with water was applied directly to
a layer of wet plaster or lime. Pigment
can only be applied for the time it takes
the plaster to dry, which for me was
roughly three hours. Before executing
the painting, | made an under-painting
in red pigment, called the sinopia, a
technique that was practiced by many
Renaissance masters.

The process is enjoyable but simul-
taneously nerve-racking because of the
time pressure and the paint quasi-
disappearing as the plaster absorbs it.
Additionally, the colors change dramati-
cally as they dry, so envisioning the final
product is difficult. However, it's incred-
ible to live a piece of Italian Renaissance
art history. Plus, professors Mario and
Luigi (not kidding) run a laid back class
complete with freshly brewed coffee.

“History of Love
by Nicole
Krauss.”

“One Nation

“Surfacing

excuse me,

what are you

reading

P\cnsﬁg

‘ “Peace Like a

| ™ River By Leif
Enger.”

Eliza DeCroce-Movison ’14

Jared Saunders 13

“The Book Thief.
My brother got
it for me for my
birthday!”

Melissa McClung 12

Under Sex. It's
about sexual
scandal in the
American political
landscape.”

Janusz Sulanowski ’12

“I'm reading my
horoscope so
I’ll know what
the hell kind of
day I'll have.”

Kathy Defayette, Queen
of the Kiosk

by Margaret
Atwood. I’'m not
really a fan of it,
but | do enjoy
the picture she
chose for the
back cover.”

Mickey Mahar 12

—Rachael Borné
Arts Editor

—Sierra Starr 12
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Tennis poised to strive for strong national ranking

Kristine Olson
REPORTER

fter weeks of self-motivated train-

ing between the fall and spring
seasons, Vassar’s men’s and women’s
tennis teams were itching to compete
when they returned to the courts this
past weekend. Although the Brewers are
confident in their abilities to compete at
a high level, they remain level headed
about the short-term losses they may ex-
perience against top-ranked teams while
seeking long-term success.

Despite losing four starters and fac-
ing “the toughest schedule ever,” men’s
Head Coach John Cox is confident in
his young team. And he’s not afraid of
losing, either.

“I'm willing to sacrifice our win-
loss record by playing highly ranked
teams,” said Cox. “My goal is for the
men to compete with the final eight
teams [in the nation].” It is this expe-
rience that Cox considers essential to
developing into a consistently nation-
ally ranked team. “This season will be
a growth process,” he added. And al-
though it is expected that this growth
will include a few losses, Cox still has
high expectations and confidence.

With his team presently ranked No.
29 in the nation, Cox has his sights set
for the low 20s or high teens. To be-
gin working toward this goal, the men
faced Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
and the United States Coast Guard

Vassar’s men’s and women’s tennis teams are returning to the courts following a break between the fall and spring seasons.
The men’s team hopes to increase its national ranking, while the women are seeking another Liberty League championship.

Academy this past weekend, earning
9-0 victories against both foes. On Sat-
urday, the team will face rival Skidmore
College before heading to California for
Spring Break to compete against highly
ranked, non-league competition, in-
cluding No. 12 Kenyon College and No.
13 Johns Hopkins University.
Throughout the season, Cox is con-

fident that each player will contribute
to the team’s growth and success. With
experience at the national level, broth-
ers Andrew '13 and Ben ’12 Guzick will
be key players. Andrew Guzick, who is
currently ranked seventh in the nation,
won the Intercollegiate Tennis Associ-
ation (ITA) Northeast Regional in the
fall. “That’s big,” assured Cox, also not-
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ing that Ben Guzick, who transferred
from Carleton College in the middle
of his sophomore year, has potential as
a consistent, national-level competi-
tor. He was the I'TA Midwest Regional
runner-up against the reigning Nation-
al Champion from Kenyon College his
sophomore year, while at Carleton.
Seniors Max Willner and Josh Jasso

will also bring experience to the men’s
team, Cox stated. “They’re competi-
tive doubles players, and they’re em-
bracing their senior year and really
enjoying it.”

Sophomores Dan Freeman, Kartik
Kapoor, Euma Matthews, Josh Kessler
and Nick Jasso comprise the team’s
young, hard-working potential, noted
Cox. Thinking long-term, Cox is excit-
ed to develop freshman Wilson Platt’s
big serve. Undoubtedly, Cox’s priority
is building a strong foundation.

“This is a young, hard-working
team, embracing the toughest compe-
tition they faced yet,” said Cox.

The women’s team has a similar
goal; but, unlike the men, the women
have only graduated one senior from
last year and will gain three key play-
ers who have returned from injury or
a semester abroad.

“The look to our spring season
is different [from the fall] in a good
way,” said women’s Head Coach Kathy
Campbell. The fall season was a chal-
lenge for Campbell and the Brewers,
who in addition to having three players
absent, graduated Nicole Pontee 10, a
three-time All-American who helped
the women secure the No. 17 overall
national ranking (out of 388 teams) last
year. The women’s team has competed
in nine out of the last 10 NCAA cham-
pionship tournaments and won eight

See TENNIS on page 20

Pitcher’s comments towards
Vick uncalled for, hypocritical

Examining pros, cons of
possible NBA relocations

Corey Cohn

Sports Eprtor

hicago White Sox starting pitcher Mark

Buehrle has always managed to stay
somewhat under the radar. He has compiled
anoteworthy resume, highlighted by a World
Series ring, a perfect game, a no-hitter and
an MLB-record streak of 45 consecutive bat-
ters retired. After debuting in 2000, Buehrle
was arguably one of the most consistent and
productive starting pitchers of the previous
decade, but he is hardly ever given the media
attention received by some of his peers.

Perhaps the relative obscurity surround-
ing his career explains why his recent con-
troversial comments aren’t sparking more
of a reaction. Two weeks ago, Buehrle was
reported as saying he hoped, at times, that
Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Michael
Vick would get hurt during this past NFL
season. Buehrle and his wife are animal
rights activists, and both still do not forgive
Vick for his involvement in conducting an il-
legal dog-fighting ring.

The animosity Buehrle expressed is fair.
Despite Vick’s 19 months of incarceration
and his subsequent attempts at reconstruct-
ing his shredded image, there are always go-
ing to be those who refuse to exonerate him
for his cruel, destructive actions.

But the way Buehrle went about show-
casing his hard feelings was childish and
ultimately unproductive. Wishing injury,
illness or death on even your worst of en-
emies is going to get you nowhere. It would
be one thing for Buehrle to have called for
a harsher punishment brought down by the
NFL or even by the court of law, but to re-
sort to mental, voodoo-doll tactics is entirely
another.

The timing of this statement also makes
little sense. Buehrle revealed this sentiment
to MLB.com on Feb. 9, one month after the
Eagles were eliminated from the playoffs
and Vick suited up for the final time of the
season. A retrospective proclamation like
Buehrle’s comes across as being nothing but
cowardly and pointless.

Yet, that is hardly the most questionable
element of Buehrle’s stance. In a follow-up
interview last week, the White Sox ace not
only reaffirmed his original comments, but
he also made the case for distinguishing

dogfighting from hunting, the latter being an
activity Buehrle openly enjoys.

There is no question that dog-fighting
is more heinous and disgusting than hunt-
ing and, as Buehrle pointed out, the latter is
legal and considered by many to be a sport.
But how does it make sense for a supposedly
devoted animal rights activist to moonlight
as an avid hunter?

Even considering the legitimate distinc-
tions, dogfighting and hunting both involve
killing, or attempting to kill, the same crea-
tures that Buehrle and his wife try to protect.
Buehrle hoped Vick would get injured as
retribution for the pain he caused those in-
nocent dogs. Yet he sees nothing wrong with
depositing bullets into the necks of animals
he tracks down for leisure?

Buehrle went on to defend his hobby
by touting it as both a family and Ameri-
can tradition. “If [hunting is] illegal,
shame on my dad and my grandpa and his
grandpa,” he said (courtesy of ESPN.com).
“It’'s kind of been brought up through-
out the history of America.” In that case,
1 suppose rifles are the new apple pie.

As far as his familial influence, it is diffi-
cult to see how Buehrle’s patriarchal line of
hunters meshes with his wife’s beliefs. Jamie
Buehrle helped rescue a dog last December
after it was found roaming the streets of St.
Louis with an arrow lodged in its abdomen.
Both she and her husband donated money to
pay for the canine’s veterinary bills and later
helped find a new home for the dog. The
two also teamed up with the White Sox or-
ganization for its “Sox for Strays” program,
which hosts animal rescue groups at regu-
lar-season games at Buehrle’s home ballpark
U.S. Cellular Field.

As respectable as all that sounds, it still
renders Buehrle the hunter as an indisput-
able hypocrite. While it does appear that the
Buehrles’ strongest affinity is towards dogs,
it would make little sense to call yourself an
animal rights activist and then assign sepa-
rate values to the life of every species. And
although Vick is rightfully on top of every
animal activist’s list of people to condemn,
he shouldn’t be on Buehrle’s when Buehrle
himself participates in an activity that di-
rectly contradicts his self-proclaimed prin-
ciples.
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Corey Cohn and Andy Marmer
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he Sacramento Kings were recently rumored

to have expressed interest in leaving the capi-
tal of the Golden State for more fertile ground. Al-
though really, I don’t understand why anyone would
want to leave a widely populated city with such a
rich basketball history. Still, let’s take a look at the
pros and cons of potential destinations.

Anaheim, Cali.

Pro: Anaheim provides a fun-filled, safe environ-
ment, complete with great weather and one of the
world’s most frequented tourist destinations.

Con: Given the trend that has emerged with the city’s
franchises, the NHL’s Anaheim Mighty Ducks and
MLB’s Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim, are we really
ready for the Los Angeles Glory Roads of Anaheim?

Seattle, Wash.

Pro: After being viciously robbed of their former team,
the Seattle SuperSonics, when owner Clay Bennett
decided to relocate the team to Oklahoma City, Okla.,
the city of Seattle deserves a new team. And really, the
city’s residents need an indoor hobby.

Con: Seattle could have watched small forward Kev-
in Durant blossom into a NBA great over the next
15 years after he was drafted by the Sonics in 2007.
Instead, you give them...Omri Cassipi?

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Pro: Canada finally gets the NBA team they’ve
longed for. (Come on, you know the Toronto Rap-
tors don’t count.)

Con: Vancouver residents will have to give up their
memories of the six years the city hosted the Griz-
zlies. Memories that feature the immortal Bryant
Reeves, a franchise-best 23-win season and reloca-
tion to grizzly-laden Memphis, Tenn.

Las Vegas, Nev.

Pro: No major sports league currently calls Las Vegas
home, giving any NBA franchise a virgin market.
Con: Players on the relocated franchise may forget
they play for an actual NBA franchise. For a refer-
ence, see the 2007 NBA All-Star Game.

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Pro: An NBA franchise would make Pittsburgh the
newest city to have a team in all four major sports
leagues.

Con: For this to be true, the Kings would have to
also double as the Pittsburgh Pirates.

Tampa Bay, Fla.

Pro: A team in Tampa would allow a Sunshine State
rivalry to flourish with the Miami Heat and Orlando
Magic, similar to what has developed in Texas be-
tween the Dallas Mavericks, Houston Rockets and
San Antonio Spurs.

Con: It won’t be a rivalry when the Kings lose every
game by 30 points.

Kansas City, Mo.

Pro: The Kings would return to the city they once
called home, rewarding long-time fans who have
awaited their return.

Con: No one knows if guard Tyreke Evans paid enough
attention during his one year at the University of Mem-
phis to realize this Kansas City is in Missouri.

St. Louis, Mo.

Pro: A basketball team would breathe new life into a
city that’s dealing with the impending loss of super-
star Albert Pujols, a struggling NFL franchise and a
team that plays hockey.

Con: No one knows if guard Tyreke Evans paid
enough attention during his one year at the Univer-
sity of Memphis to realize St. Louis is in Missouri.

Cincinnati, Ohio

Pro: With LeBron James leaving Cleveland, the state
of Ohio needs a new king—or 12 of them.

Con: Dennis Kucinich has already declared himself
the King of Ohio.

San Francisco, Cali

Pro: Another team by the San Francisco Bay would
allow the Golden State Warriors to embrace their
Oakland identity.

Con: Look what happened when the Raiders em-
braced their Oakland identity.

Newark, N.J.

Pro: With the Nets scheduled to move to Brooklyn
in two years, how else will New Jersey get its fill of
awful basketball?

Con: The Situation, Snooki, J-Woww...

Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Pro: We all get to watch 41 NBA games a year.
Con: Attendance at Vassar games would plummet.

Sacramento, Cali.

Pro: With the way the Kings are playing, Sac-Town
needs a quality basketball team.

Con: Oh, wait...
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Women’s basketball reaches playoffs

Corey Cohn
Sports Eprtor

he Vassar women’s basketball team is re-

turning to the Liberty League playoffs,
ending a 10-year absence after clinching a post-
season berth with a 64-52 win over Hamilton
College last Friday.

The Brewers will enter next weekend’s tour-
nament as the fourth seed, behind St. Lawrence
University, William Smith College and Union
College. The seeding was finalized after last
Saturday’s games, which included an 84-73 Vas-
sar loss to William Smith.

The women’s squad finished the regular
season at 14-11, their best record since 2000-
2001, which marked not only their last playoff
appearance but also their first year in the Lib-
erty League. This year’s team compiled a much
stronger conference record (8-6) compared to
that of a decade ago (5-9).

But the Brewers are focused entirely on the
here and now. After all, no one on the team—
coaches included—has been a part of this pro-
gram for more than four years. The lone senior
on the roster, Captain Carolyn Crampton, rec-
ognizes the tremendous development taking
place.

“I wanted to leave this program in a much
different way than I came into it, and mak-
ing [the] playoffs really seals the deal on that
for me,” she wrote in an e-mailed statement.
Crampton added that the team never lost focus
despite having to overcome obstacles, namely
having an undersized roster that consists of
only eight players.

“This has been our goal since the very begin-
ning of the season all the way back in October,”
she wrote. “To do it despite a great deal of ad-
versity and with such a young team is amaz-
ing.”

Second-year Head Coach Candice Brown is
quick to congratulate her players for their re-
markable effort. “All season long they trusted
the coaching staff and trusted each other,”
she wrote in an e-mailed statement. “We have
clinched a playoff spot because of their hard
work and belief.”

Everyone on the roster has played a key role
in achieving this long-awaited accomplishment.
Co-Captains Crampton and Brittany Parks 12
have embraced their leadership positions this
season as the two oldest members of the team.
Parks led the entire Liberty League with 20.3
points per game and an 86.7 free-throw shoot-
ing percentage, while placing second with 3.92
assists per game.

But the younger players contributed sig-
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After aro-year absence, the Vassar women’s basketball team has qualified for the Liberty League play-
offs. Co-Captain Brittany Parks 12, pictured right, led the Liberty League with 20.3 points per game.

nificantly as well. Freshman point guard Cyndi
Matsuoka truly made her presence felt, scor-
ing 17.8 points per game (third in the Liberty
League), dishing out four assists per game
(first in the Liberty League) and shooting 47.1
percent from three-point territory (first in the
Liberty League). Forward Hannah Senftleber
'14 added a team-high 7.4 rebounds per game.

Assistant Coach Melissa Kraft, who began
her Vassar tenure alongside Brown, reflected
on the team’s collaboration in an e-mailed
statement. “It is so gratifying to see everyone
work so hard as a group, sacrifice so much for
a common goal, and then celebrate it together,”
she wrote.

But no member of the Brewers is letting
complacency set in. Despite the satisfaction
that comes with ending a decade-long drought,
this team knows it is not done playing. Cramp-
ton reported that the players entered “this
week with a new mindset ... We’re wiping the
slate clean and there’s a new goal on the table
now: NCAAs.”

The women will face the top-seeded St.
Lawrence Saints, the hosts of the tournament,
in the semifinal round. They split the season

series with the Saints, pulling out a gritty 77-74
double-overtime home win on Jan. 15, but fall-
ing 93-87 in the second match-up on Feb. 4
at St. Lawrence. This group is confident not
only in this impending rubber match, but also
in the entire playoffs.

“There’s no reason we can’t win this thing,
and we all fully believe that,” Crampton
wrote. Kraft added: “We are heading up to St.
Lawrence this weekend not to take it all in,
but to take it all.”

Brown is equally certain of her team’s ca-
pabilities, but she is also looking at the bigger
picture. She knows she entered a program that
was largely unfamiliar with winning. While
she believes her team is poised to capitalize
on this rejuvenation, Brown is just as enthusi-
astic about the precedent this is setting.

“This season has been an incredible experi-
ence for all of us and this is just the beginning
of what is to come for the women’s basketball
program,” she wrote. “I am looking forward
to helping this group reach heights they have
never before.”

Vassar will take on St. Lawrence tomorrow
night at 8 p.m.

— Sports Briefs

Vassar to explore conference move

Although Vassar currently competes in the
Liberty League in most sports, a change
could be coming. Acting Director of Athletics
Kim Culligan wrote in an e-mailed statement,
“The NEWMAC [New England Women’s and
Men’s Athletic Conference] contacted Vassar
to see if we might consider a possible change
of league/conference in the future. Vassar did
not initiate this contact nor expect this invi-
tation.”

The NEWMAC, which was founded in
1985-86 as the New England Women’s 6 Con-
ference (NEW 0), featured charter members
Babson College, Brandeis University, Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology, Smith Col-
lege, Wellesley College and Wheaton College.
In 1988, Mount Holyoke College and Worces-
ter Polytechnic Institute joined, expanding
the conference to eight teams, and prompt-
ing a name change to the NEW 8. Six years
later, Brandeis withdrew and was replaced by
Clark University.

In 1998, the NEWMAC was formed as the
NEW 8 and voted to include men. That same
year, Springfield College and the United
States Coast Guard Academy were added to
the fold.

Regarding a potential change, Culligan
wrote in an e-mailed statement, “We are
currently investigating the possible ben-
efits as well as detriments that the NEW-
MAC may offer to Vassar [versus] our cur-
rent membership with the Liberty League
to ensure the best possible student-athlete
experience is provided to our entire athlet-

ics program and every participating stu-
dent-athlete.”

Matsuoka named ECAC Player of the Week
Cydni Matsuoka '14 was selected as the wom-
en’s basketball Eastern College Athletic Con-
ference (ECAC) Division III Upstate Player
of the Week for the week spanning Feb. 14-
20. The award marks the first of Matsuoka’s
career.

The freshman guard averaged 23.5 points
in two games this weekend, helping lead the
Brewers to the postseason for the first time in
10 years. Matsuoka scored 21 points last Fri-
day night (Feb. 18) against Hamilton College
and 26 the next afternoon against William
Smith College. For the weekend, she made 17-
31 shots (54.8 percent), while shooting 65 per-
cent from three-point range. Matsuoka also
averaged 4.5 assists and 4.5 rebounds over the
two games.

Courser named North East Conference Fenc-
er of the Year

This past weekend, epeeist Sophie Courser 11
was named the North East Conference Fenc-
er of the Year. Courser finished the season
63-10 and helped guide the women’s fencing
team to the program’s first-ever conference
championship.

Drew Bezek named Interim Men’s Lacrosse
Head Coach

With men’s lacrosse Head Coach Joe Proud
electing to take an absence from the field due
to personal reasons, Drew Bezek has been
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Cydni Matsuoka ’14 was recently selected as the
women’s basketball Eastern College Athletic Con-
ference Division Il Upstate Player of the Week.

named as his temporary replacement. Bezek,
a 2010 graduate of Le Moyne College, was
one of 26 nominees for the 2010 Tewaaraton
Award—given annually to the nation’s top
collegiate lacrosse player. Bezek was the lone
nominee from a Division II institution.

While Bezek will assume on-the-field re-
sponsibilities this season, Proud will still pre-
side as the team’s head coach. He will handle
all administrative responsibilities, as well as
continuing to recruit. Proud will return to the
field this fall.

The men’s lacrosse team will begin its
season this Saturday, hosting Manhattanville
College at 1 p.m.
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Recapping
All-Star
NBA game

Nik Trkulja

COLUMNIST

ast Sunday reaffirmed that the NBA

All-Star Game is nothing more than
the greatest pick-up game of the year. Sure,
there are musical acts, NBA Commissioner
David Stern counting money in a corner
and the odd NBA legend looking on, but
really it’s nothing more than a playground
battle. In that sense, this year’s game cer-
tainly didn’t disappoint.

Playground battles are a different breed
of basketball. Whereas in “normal” basket-
ball the game speaks for itself, in a play-
ground game, ego enters the equation be-
fore everything else. Ego determines, who
plays the most, who gets the ball and, may-
be most importantly, who gets to shoot.
The guy who steps onto the court with
the biggest ego usually tends to dictate the
flow from the start. Last night there were
two “alpha dogs:” Kobe Bryant of the Los
Angeles Lakers and LeBron James of the
Miami Heat. However, as is always the
case, there were challengers.

A playground challenge comes in two
forms, from within and from without. The
challenge from without is the battle be-
tween the alpha dogs. The challenge from
within usually comes from at least two
contenders on the same team--two guys
who feel like they should be top-dogs and
aren’t afraid to let you know. They’ll take
shots to prove a point, and as they make
them, they’ll turn around and pretty much
tell you, “That’s how it’s done!” Last Sun-
day’s challengers for the Western Confer-
ence team were Kevin Durant and, to a
lesser extent, Russell Westbrook, while for
the Eastern Conference team they were
Amar’e Stoudemire and Derrick Rose.
These guys huffed and they puffed, but to
no avail. James and Bryant weren’t moved
and they had performances to prove it, but
the question still remained: Who was bet-
ter?

Watching the game last Sunday, it was
clear from the opening tip-off that Bry-
ant was out to assert himself. He’s played
injured for two years, he’s been called old
and his team’s been described as washed
up. Now James and the “Heatles” were in
town, with fewer than four Celtics in tow,
trying to beat him in his hometown All-
Star Game. Add to that all the hype Blake
Griffin was receiving all weekend, and you
know Bryant was, well, let’s just say a little
displeased.

Immediately, Bryant went off shoot-
ing. Less than five minutes in, he had a
vicious reverse slam that seemed like
vintage 2000 Bryant. But the battle of
egos really began in the third quarter. On
a fast break, Bryant was running in front
of James and purposely turned his head
to see where James was before slam-
ming the ball through as James tried to
block him. In the aftermath, the two got
a little tangled up under the basket, but
as Bryant started to run back on defense,
he pulled a classic Michael Jordan move,
slapping James on the butt. In that one
little move, Bryant told James, “No way,
T'm still better than you.” To make mat-
ters worse, James immediately turned the
ball over and Bryant proceeded to sink a
three, laughing all the way back down
the court. In a few short seconds, Bry-
ant humiliated James, let him know and
then got the entire crowd on his side. His
record fourth All-Star Game MVP Award
was a lock.

James’ fury was palpable and he ex-
ploded in the second half, going on to re-
cord the second-ever triple double in an
All-Star Game. But it was too little, too
late; James’ Eastern Conference team lost
148-143, Bryant got the MVP trophy and
James, despite all his effort, will still have
to sit back and watch Bryant slap his butt
again and again on SportsCenter’s high-
light reels.
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Volleyball second in annual Vassar College Invitational

Andy Marmer

SPORTS REPORTER

Ithough the Vassar College men’s volleyball

team secured an opening-day victory over
Johnson & Wales University and a win in their
final match of the tournament over Lasell Col-
lege, the Brewers were unable to overcome No. 1
nationally ranked Nazareth College in the Vassar
College Invitational on Feb. 18 and 19. With a 2-1
record, Vassar finished in second place, the first
time in the past four years the Brewers failed to
capture the tournament’s championship.

On the first day of the two-day champion-
ship, the Brewers defeated Johnson & Wales
3-0 (25-12, 25-20, 25-14). In the opening set, Vas-
sar jumped out to a big lead—one that they
never relinquished—en route to the victory.
Evan Fredericksen ’11 spearheaded the Vassar
offense with five of his match-high 10 kills in
the set. Fredericksen’s five kills came on just
eight attempts, with zero errors, resulting in a
.625 hitting percentage. As a team, Vassar hit
.375 in the first set.

In the second set, the two teams were even
much of the way; however, with the set tied at
20, the Brewers earned the next five points, giv-
ing themselves a 2-o lead in the match.

The third set played out similarly to the first,
with Vassar notching a big lead early and cruis-
ing to the victory. Christian La Du ’13 led all
players with 12 digs in the match.

With Nazareth also winning its only match
of the day, the two squads both sat at 1-o head-
ing into the second day of the tournament. And
with just one more match each afterwards, the
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The Vassar men’s volleyball team placed second at the Vassar College Invitational last weekend
with a 2-1 record. John Konow ’13, pictured above, led the Vassar attack against Nazareth College.

contest between the two was likely going to de-
termine the tournament championship, just as
it had the previous two years.

In the first set, the two squads proved evenly
matched, with neither able to secure a signifi-
cant lead for the duration. But with the score
tied at 24, Nazareth ran off two consecutive
points, taking the set 26-24.

The Brewers attempted to even the match in
the second set. After falling behind by as many as
five points, they fought back to within one, three
separate times, but could never even the score.
Nazareth ultimately took the second set 25-22.

In a big hole, down 2-0 in the match, Vassar
once again fell behind at the start of the third set.
However, with Nazareth leading 20-13, the Brew-

ers won six of the next seven points to close the
margin to 21-19. Nevertheless, the Golden Flyers
once again emerged victorious, taking the set 25-
21 and the match 3-0 (26-24, 25-22, 25-21).

John Konow ’13 keyed the Vassar attack with
a match-high 32 set assists, while classmate
Charles Caldwell also had an effective game,
notching nine kills on just 16 attempts, a .438
attack percentage.

Vassar rebounded in their final match, de-
feating Lasell 3-1 (25-22, 22-25, 25-15, 25-20) to
earn second place in the tournament.

Like in the Nazareth match, both teams were
evenly matched at the outset; however, this
time around, it was the Brewers that got the
late edge, as they won five of the final seven
points for a 25-22 first set victory.

The second set played out similarly to the
first, with Lasell building a 7-o run to take an
11-9 lead early. Ultimately, the Lasers’ early lead
catapulted them to a 25-22 victory in the second
set to even the match at one.

Vassar easily took the third set 25-15, before
an evenly fought fourth set was tied at 18. How-
ever, six straight Vassar points gave the Brew-
ers a 24-18 lead, as they held on for a 25-20 vic-
tory in the set and a 3-1 match victory.

Fredericksen, who matched his career high
with 26 kills, led the Brewers in the match.
Sophomore Matt Elgin placed second on the
team with 12 kills. Konow recorded a match-
high s1 assists.

Fredericksen represented Vassar on the All-
Tournament Team as junior Billy Gimello of
Nazareth earned the tournament MVP award.

Expectations
high for new
tennis season

TENNIS continued from page 18

consecutive Liberty League championships;
with some continuity from the fall and the re-
turn of three players, Coach Campbell is confi-
dent of securing yet another championship this
season.

With the team facing Division I Fordham
University and Muhlenberg College early in the
season, Campbell stated: “ We have a stronger
schedule than last year,” which will include
Ambherst (No. 1 nationally), Bowdoin (No. 14),
Skidmore (No. 19) and Pomona Colleges (No.
6). “During our Spring Break competitions last
year, we played Pomona and only lost 5-4,” added
Campbell. “That’s a concrete example that we
are competitive.” This Spring Break, the Brew-
ers will also play Trinity University, ranked No.
25 nationally.

Asked what makes the Brewers a competitive
team, Campbell shared that the program is built
on depth with added strength at the top. “I am
confident that all of our players have a wealth
of experience and will continue to develop. We
also hold our own well,” she said.

Lindsay Kantor ’14 and Jennifer Ruther 13 re-
iterated this point, sharing the team’s unofficial
motto: “Keep your head in it. Never give up.”
Despite the absence of three players this fall,
that is what the women did: “We stepped up our
game, moved up two or three spots and played
at higher levels,” said Ruther. “It was tough, but
it gave me a lot of confidence. And it showed
our coaches that we can adjust,” added Kantor.

Facing Fordham University in their first match
of the season, a team that Campbell says is sig-
nificantly stronger than last year with three new
top players and four new players in the line-up,
Vassar dropped its first match against the Rams
in three years, 7-2. “It is a great gauge for our
players and playing at this level can only help
us,” said Campbell.

In the short run, both the men’s and women’s
teams are still figuring out their line-ups and
doubles partners. And concerning the overall
tennis season, both Cox and Campbell are dedi-
cated to exposing their teams to high-level com-
petition inside and outside of the region, and
maintaining and developing highly ranked teams
capable of competing at the NCAA Champion-
ship Tournament.

Frisbee relishes athletic independence

Nathan Tauger
REPORTER

‘ x T ith upwards of 40 players, three teams,
yet no coaches the Vassar Ultimate

Frisbee club melds mainstream athletics with
club sport convention. The club features
three squads--the men’s A team, The Swing-
ing Monks; the men’s B team; B-love; and the
women’s team, The Boxing Nuns--that com-
pete interscholastically.

In an e-mailed statement, Boxing Nuns
Captain Michelle O’Brien '11 described how
leadership works on the club. “We’ve always
been a team that focuses on learning and
teaching as well as playing competitively,” she
wrote. “The teams’ captains, who are elected
by the team at the end of each school year, act
sort of like coaches, in that we run practices,
register the team for tournaments, deal with
paperwork and schedule events and practices
with the College’s administration.”

But Vassar Ultimate looks at this lack of of-
ficial administration as a freedom rather than
a curse. “Because the ultimate frisbee teams
at Vassar are run by peer leaders rather than
an authority figure, a wonderful thing hap-
pens, where everybody has a say in the devel-
opment of the team and the choices we make
on the field,” O’Brien wrote. “On the women’s
team, there’s a lot of discussion, and every
player gets an opportunity to share what they
saw and what they think we can improve on,
which I think bonds us as a team.”

While not an official NCAA sport, Vassar
Ultimate does play in a nationwide league,
USA Ultimate, a league with more than 40
years of history. Every year a College Series is
sponsored at the conference, regional and na-
tional levels for both Division I and Division
III teams. O’Brien commented on the success
of Vassar Ultimate at these levels. “Our teams
typically do very well in the College Series.
The men’s A team regularly makes it to Re-
gionals, and the men’s B and women’s teams
are very competitive at Conference. In 2008
and 2009, the Swinging Monks competed at
Division III Nationals in Versailles, Ohio. In
2009 the Boxing Nuns also competed at Divi-
sion III Nationals, coming in second.”

In addition to competing in the USA Ul-
timate series, Vassar Ultimate participates in
a number of other events. “Each team typi-
cally goes to four or five tournaments each
semester, at different colleges around the
East Coast,” wrote O’Brien. And frisbee tour-
naments feature more than just sheer com-
petition. She continued, “[Tournaments are]
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Above, two members of The Boxing Nuns, Vassar’s women’s ultimate frisbee team, prepare for the upcom-
ing High Tide tournament in Savannah, Ga., which will take place during the first week of Spring Break.

a great chance to foster relationships with
teams from other colleges. We go to weekend-
long tournaments with anywhere from six to
14 other schools, and compete in both pool
and bracket play—usually adding up to be-
tween six to nine hour-and-a-half-long games
over the course of the weekend.” They will
next play in the upcoming High Tide tourna-
ment in Savannah, Ga. during the first week
of Spring Break.

In preparation for this tournament and the
rest of the spring season, the teams have had
morning practices at the Walker bays from
6 to 9 a.m. three times a week. O’Brien ex-
plained the reasoning behind the early time:
“Morning practice originally came about
from practical concerns; because we’re not a
varsity sport, we have low priority for sched-
uled time in Walker.”

However, the team has made the most of
its situation. She added, “It’s become a great
way to ensure that all members of the team
can come to practice. There are no other ac-
tivities at that time! And while getting up at 6

VASSAR COLLEGE

a.m. isn’t ideal, because we’re all there, it be-
comes a shared experience and a great time
to pump each other up and condition for our
spring season.”

“It’s rough to get out of bed. And when you
get there, it’s still pretty rough. But once your
blood starts running through your system
you're instantly energized,” Lily Meade 14
reflected. “After practice we have breakfast
together, which fosters the team dynamic.”

And the frisbee club is always open to
more members. “We're always looking for
new [members] to get involved in and learn
the sport! Most of the current members of the
women’s team, myself included, had never
played ultimate before college. I began play-
ing my freshman year, was taught the game by
my teammates and totally fell in love with it,”
O’Brien wrote.

Meade echoed O’Brien’s claim: “Join-
ing Frisbee was probably the best decision I
made last semester. The people are awesome,
you get to stay in shape and most important
it’s a lot of fun.”




