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Swimming, squash look forward to championships

Elizabeth Pacheco

CoNTRIBUTING EDITOR

For many of Vassar’s winter sport teams, the
regular season is coming to a close, and play-
ers are gearing up for their postseason compe-
titions. Last weekend marked the final regular
season for the swimming and diving and squash
teams, in which the Brewers showed promise to
do well in the state and national championships.

The women’s swimming and diving team fin-
ished their regular season last weekend at the
Skidmore Sprint Invitational on Feb. 6, while
the men’s season concluded this past weekend
at the Vassar Sprint Invitational on Saturday,
Feb. 13. Competing against three other schools,
the men’s team found themselves coming out
on top of Skidmore College, State University
of New York at Maritime and Elms College.
In a meet that allows swimmers to compete in
events they might not normally participate in,
the Brewers won 12 of their 16 races in an after-
noon that proved to be an ideal pre-champion-
ship meet.

Three of those wins came from Jack Smart "12.
To this, freshman Nicholas Veazie 13 added two
wins of his own. Both Smart and Veazie received
Liberty League honors for their performances.
Smart was named Swimmer of the Week and
Veazie Rookie of the Week, the fourth time the
swimmers have each received these honors.

Greg Sullivan 12 showed another strong
performance in the diving competition, split-
ting wins with Skidmore College’s Liberty
League Diver of the Year. Skidmore won the
3-meter, but Sullivan took the 1-meter, break-
ing his own school record in the process. Sul-
livan also received Liberty League honors and
was named the Diver of the Week, his third
such award of the season. In a season that be-
gan official meets on Nov. 1 (and practices
that started much earlier), staying committed
through the postseason may seem difficult. In-
terim Head Coach Paul Kueterman however,
disagrees, stating that “our training and togeth-
erness really helped us to achieve our goals.”

While the men’s teams will take this next
weekend off, they will be on the road again on Feb.
25 to 27, traveling to Syracuse for the New York
State Championships. Meanwhile, the women’s
team will travel to Syracuse for their State Cham-
pionship this weekend. “There are many strong
teams in the postseason competition,” said
Kueterman. “We will need to step up together
and show everyone that we are just as strong.”

The squashteamswere also at home this week-
end and gave impressive performances at their
Vassar Team Challenge on Saturday, Feb. 13. Un-
like a typical tournament, the Team Challenge
combines the individual match wins of both
the men’s and women’s teams for each school.

In the initial round of play, the women easily
took care of their opponent Connecticut College
with all players winning their matches 3-o for
a team victory of 9-0. The men struggled a bit
more against Connecticut College, losing 9-o,
but thanks to no. 2 Arjun Jain '1i1 and no. 4 Henk

On Feb. 15, the women’s swimming and diving team practices in Kresge Pool in the Athletics and Fitness Center. The team finished their regular season last week-
end, on Feb. 6, at the Skidmore Sprint Invitational. Vassar came in third place with a score of 191, while William Smith College won with a total of 232.5 points.

Isom ’10, they secured enough individual games
to advance both teams to the first-place match.

While the men would go on to lose 9-o0 to
Wesleyan University in the championship, the
women had a close battle before being narrowly
defeated 5-4 in the match.

Like the men’s swim team, the women’s
squash team will have a break this weekend be-
fore traveling to Yale University the weekend of
Feb. 26 to 28 to compete in the National Cham-
pionships. This will be followed by the CSA
individuals’ competitions at Trinity College on
March 5 to 7. Meanwhile, the men’s team will
travel to Yale for the National Championships
this weekend before competing in the CSA ind-
viduals’ from March 5 to 7.

For the women, who have finished this sea-
son with a 7-6 record, Nationals will be an op-
portunity to possibly reverse last weekend’s
result as they will hopefully meet Wesleyan in
the Division C finals and take home the division
title. Head Coach Jane Parker is confident about
these odds citing their second consecutive Lib-
erty League Championship, a second place fin-
ish at Seven Sisters and a current national rank-
ing at no. 18 as evidence of their likely success.

Coming into Nationals with a ranking at no.
38 and with three more wins than last year, the
men will be competing in Division E at Nation-
als, an improvement from last season’s Divi-
sion F. “The men are set to prove their worth
at Nationals and have the opportunity to finish
in their rightful place this season,” said Parker.
“Obviously we are pulling out all the stops to
win the division but if we finish in the top four
it will be a huge confidence booster that will
inspire a lot of commitment to the off season
training program we are setting.”

Sweet anticipates tournament
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more, so they're getting used to a different
role. So, it’s basically everybody learning a
different role and sometimes multiple roles.

MN: What upcoming matches are you
and is the team most looking forward to?

CS: Every one of them—our tournament,
of course, this weekend. Everyone come to
see that. Philadelphia Bible [University] has
a guy who probably averages 22 kills a match,
and we don’t know about Johnson and Wales
[University] really, but then Nazareth [Col-
lege] is back and Elms [College] is depleted
this year— they won’t be as good as they
were last year probably, but it’s always a good
challenge. Then we play Bard [College] and
Ramapo [College]; we have a rivalry with
Ramapo. It’s at home on Saturday the 27; it'd
be terrific to beat them because they’re our
[North East Collegiate Volleyball Associa-
tion] Metro Division rival. We always get up
for that. There isn’t one we don’t look forward
to. We get to play New York [University] and
Springfield [College] again, which is really
good, having lost to them already this year.

MN: What was it like beating Stevens In-
stitute of Technology?

CS: That was sweet. It was really nice.
The boys had a goal of avenging losses from
last year and playing well at home: “Defend-
ing Kenyon” they like to say. They just ex-
ecuted. Everything just kind of worked and

really worked. They stuck to the game plan,
and got a lot of contributions from a lot of
different places. They did everything right:
talk, move, provide information, hit smart
and go after it. It was 100 percent team ef-
fort. It was wonderful. Then it was tough to
play the next day, play [the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology], and Endicott [Col-
lege] because we had expended a bunch
of our energy the night before. But we re-
bounded well enough to avenge another
loss. Last year, they got swept by Endicott
on senior night; this year, we beat them.

MN: Is there anything else you'd like to
say to the students at large?

CS: Come out for a good time! It’s fun
to rock the house, to have so many people
there; we appreciate the fan support to no
end. It’s so helpful. That’s another member
of the team, the crowd is. To have them there
and be so positive and helpful is just enor-
mous, and it really pumps the boys up. It
makes us all feel really terrific. And it’s really
good, high-level volleyball. This is a really
high level of volleyball, and so you’re seeing
student athletes performing terrifically well
on the court. And they know them from the
classroom and from in the dorms. Just to see
another aspect of the student-athlete. It’s the
Division III philosophy—let’s be excellent
in every aspect—is just epitomized by these
boys. They’re something else.

Shane Donahue ’ro won against Manhattanville College on Feb. 13, in the Walk-
er Field House, propelling his team to victory in their first match of the season.

Men’s volleyball falls in Nazareth Tournament
At the two-day Nazareth Invitational, which began on
Friday, Feb. 12, the team defeated Eastern Mennonite
University 3-o (30-25, 30-26, 30-26) early in the tourna-
ment, but the squad fell to Nazareth 3-1 (23-30, 23-30,
30-25, 20-30). On Saturday, the Brewers lost to both
Rivier College 3-1 (26-30, 30-27, 23-30, 28-30) and State
University of New York at New Paltz 3-0 (25, 30-28, 24-
30). Senior Phil Tully was named to the All-Tournament
team, racking up 6o kills over the course of the week-
end. The men’s volleyball team will next play in the
Vassar Invitational tournament at home on Feb. 19 and
20. The tournament will include Johnson & Wales and
Philadelphia Biblical Universities and Elms and Naza-
reth Colleges. Last year, the Brewers defeated the same
four squads in winning their home tournament. In last
year’s Vassar invitational, Tully earned the MVP award,
while Evan Fredericksen ' earned a spot on the All-
Invitational Team. Following the Vassar Invitational,
the Brewers will travel to Bard College for a conference
matchup with the Raptors on Wednesday.

—Molly Turpin, Senior Editor

Women'’s basketball splits weekend games

In their Feb. 12 game against Union College, the Brew-
ers won decisively with a final score of 6546 behind
24 points and 13 rebounds from Emily Haeuser '1o. On
Saturday, Feb. 13 the Brewers fell 58-52 to Skidmore Col-

lege. Haeuser was named ECAC Upstate Player of the
Week on Feb. 16 for the first time in her Vassar career.
This past Tuesday, Vassar squeaked out a tight win over
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 59-55. Brittany Parks '12
led all scorers with 21 points, joining freshman Tori Chal-
tain in playing all 40 minutes. The Brewers will go on to
play their final two games of the regular season at home
against Hamilton and William Smith Colleges. Because
they are currently in fifth place in the Liberty League,
the Brewers must win their next two games in order to
secure a spot in the League playoffs. Additionally, Vas-
sar needs Hamilton to lose to RPI Saturday afternoon.

—M.T.

Successful start to Brewers’ tennis season
In their first matches of the spring season, both the men’s
and women’s tennis teams achieved decisive victories
against Manhattanville College and Fordham Univer-
sity respectively. The women’s team beat Fordham with
an impressive score of 8-1, and the men’s players went
undefeated against Manhattanville in a 9-o match. The
women’s team finished the fall season ranked no. 21 na-
tionally in Division IIT schools and no. 6 in the North-
east. The teams will return to play on Feb. 28 at home in
the Walker Field House, and in the meantime the men’s
squad will face the United States Coast Guard Academy
away on Feb. 20 and Skidmore College at home on Feb. 2.
—M.T.
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