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Oberst album predictably uninspired

The People’s Key
Bright Eyes
[Saddle Creek]

* &

Graham Mayshark

GUEST COLUMNIST

Conor Oberst devotees hoping for a de-
parture from his synth-laden and upbeat
2009 solo album Outer South will be greatly
disappointed by The People’s Key, his latest
and supposedly final effort under the Bright
Eyes moniker.

Not that anyone should be too surprised. In
promoting the album, Oberst recently stated
to Billboard.com that he “was really burnt out
on that rootsy Americana shit.” And who could
blame him? The sound is what propelled him
and Bright Eyes—consisting essentially of
Oberst and multi-instrumentalist Mike Mogis
alongside a cadre of rotating musicians—to a
mainstream audience beginning with 2002’s
Lifted and peaking when he achieved indie
heartthrob status after 2005’s I'm Wide Awake
It’s Morning. After all, a songwriter can only
be expected to play saccharine and sentimen-
tal songs like “First Day of My Life” and “Lua”
for so long before the self-loathing and disil-
lusionment set in.

As an artist, a reputation like that is pre-
cisely the type of thing that kills your creativ-
ity and freedom. That’s part of the reason why
on the same day in 2005 that Oberst released
I'm Wide Awake he also released Digital Ash
in a Digital Urn, a synthy and electronic al-
bum that was about as folky and acoustic as
the title suggests.

By releasing the two albums on the same
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day, it was as though Oberst was testing his
audience to see what sound they preferred.
Undeniably, I'm Wide Awake won out, and
like any good capitalist he followed it up with
a similarly rootsy and Neil-Young-esque Cas-
sadaga in 2007 and a folk-rock solo album in
2008. But the problem on The People’s Key is
not the simple difference from his more ear-
nest and popular work; it’s the result of his
transformation. It doesn’t work. It’s flat out
not good. It’s bland, shallow, even annoying
at times.

The affair starts out familiar enough with
opening track “Firewall” The song begins
with a spoken-word segment, standard proce-
dure for a Bright Eyes album, this time around
from Texan musician and potential doofus
Denny Brewer. Brewer rambles a while about
reptiles and the Book of Genesis and some
unifying dimensional force between human
beings, but you get the general theme of the
album: unity of the people. The song fades
into Oberst’s best stab at a Nirvana guitar riff
and pretty stellar electronic beat, and one has
the impression that Oberst is on the path he
didn’t follow after Digital Ash in a Digital Urn,
expectedly ignoring all that “rootsy, Ameri-
cana shit” he’s best known for. Unfortunately,
from there all hopes of revisiting the bleak
electronica of Digital Ash are sunk.

Part of this has to do with Oberst’s voice.
It’s good now. Not just listenable—which on
some of his songs before Lifted was rarely the
case—but he sings in on-key melodies and in
a good tone. Gone are the Robert-Smith-ish,
moody croaks of “Lover I Don’t Have to Love”
from Lifted and the outright screams of “Road
to Joy” on I'm Wide Awake.

This could be the result of working on
2009’s folk supergroup effort Monsters of Folk

with better singers M. Ward and Jim James,
forcing his voice to hit the notes required of
that album’s harmonies and background vo-
cals. But on People’s Key, against the upbeat,
Apples in Stereo-like synth pop of “Jejune
Stars” and “Triple Spiral,” a good voice actu-
ally detracts. It makes the familiarity of the
synth lines, uptempo drums and vocal melody
even more forgettable.

A couple songs stand up to his best work.
“A Machine Spiritual (in the People’s Key)”
is admittedly a bit folky, but his angsty and
reverbed voice shines here in a way that it
doesn’t throughout much of the album. “One
for You, One for Me” works despite the song’s
Uz atmosphere because lyrically he does what
he has always done best: take a universal con-
cept and hyperbolize it through unnecessarily
specific references—without Bono’s cloying
preaching.

For the most part, though, Oberst seems a
bit lyrically lost here. And a lot of this has to
do with the music. The Rastafarian ideas in
“Haile Selassie” reek with the day-old stench
of stale cheese rather than sing against the
song’s sunny pop guitar. (Imagine Jason Mraz
singing about transcendentalism, and you’re
probably a little past there.)

To transition his sound, it appears to have
been also necessary for Oberst to transition
his words. Nothing makes pop suck more than
pretentious lyrics. (I point again to Bono.) But
Oberst didn’t do it. It’s something Bob Dylan
understood well on his old-school country re-
haul Nashville Skyline. If you're looking for an
artistic makeover, you go all in. Oberst didn’t
take it far enough here.

Here’s hoping that Oberst’s next thing, be
it Bright Eyes or otherwise, is different; if not
for his original fans, then at least for himself.

submit to misc@vassar.edu
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Throughout the seven years of dedicating myself to studying the art of 35-mm, black-and-white film photography, I have beeninvolved
in numerous debates on the merits of photography as a fine art. This long-standing debate might be the impetus to the meticulous and
detail-oriented work that | thrust upon myself. | pride myself in the deconstruction of photographs and the subsequent reconstruction of
them into something entirely new. Yes, anyone can push the shutter release and be lucky enough to end up with a beautiful image. But
to merge multiple images, to measure and cut and assemble over weeks after the single instance of exposure, that is true art. Thisimage
was nothing special at first—a seemingly mundane stone planter with a cherubic fagade. After multiple prints, measuring and cutting
more than 180 one-cm-by one-cm squares, and reassembling the images in layers, a simple print is raised to a higher art form.

—Jared Saunders

excuse me,

what are you
listening to
P\cnsﬁg

“The Black
Keys.”

“iwrestleda-
bearonce.”

“The End of
a Spark’ by
Tokyo Police
Club.”

Ben Conant ’12

“Joan Armatrad-
ing.

Olivia May 14

“The Soviet Na-
tional Anthem
in English.”

Ethan Madore 12

“Resistance by
Muse.”

Michelle Cantos 11

—Rachael Borné
Arts Editor
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Vassar hosts first intercontinental quidditch match

Andy Marmer

SporTs EDITOR

uidditch has existed as an intercolle-

giate sport since Fall 2007 when Vassar
College lost the premier Quidditch World
Cup to Middlebury College. Now, Vassar is
once again making its way into the annals of
quidditch history. Yesterday, the Butterbeer
Broooers hosted Finland’s only quidditch
team, the University of Vaasa Centaurs, in the
first-ever intercontinental quidditch match,
in Kenyon Hall.

The Centaurs’ roster actually consists of
members of three schools—The University
of Vaasa, Abo Akademi Vaasa and Hanken
School of Economics—and while the team
masquerades as a quidditch squad, they actu-
ally have another identity. Vassar quidditch
Captain Sandy Wood 13 explained, “I believe
it’s the Model [United Nations (UN)] team.”
Wood continued, noting that the Butterbeer
Broooers received an e-mail in late 2010 stat-
ing, “[Vaasa was] planning on coming to the
United States in February and they [wanted]
to arrange to play us.”

The Vaasa roster consists of 11 players from
five different countries: Finland, France, Ita-
ly, Portugal and Mexico. The team was ini-
tially introduced to the sport just months
ago, when as Wood explained, a member of
the team happened to discover online vid-
eos showcasing the sport. The game quickly
spread in Finland, and just a few months later
the country’s first quidditch team is already
facing international competition.

International director of the International
Quidditch Association (IQA) Andrea Hill
confirmed in an e-mailed statement, “The
Centaurs are playing in the United States be-
cause most players are on a National Model
[United Nations (NMUN)] team traveling to

Boston for the NMUN at Harvard [Univer-
sity] in February. Individuals from the team
traveling to the States for this event decided
to get some game time in while they were in
America.”

Vassar will not be the only team facing
Vaasa when the Finnish squad visits the
United States; they will also face a num-
ber of Boston-area teams, including 2010
runner-up Tufts University and Stony Brook
University. However, Vassar will be both
their first American opponent, as well as
their first intercollegiate opponent. Hill
writes: “The Vaasa Centaurs team formed in
December 2010 so the team is quite young.
However, team members have been practic-
ing diligently in the past months in between
studying and preparing for the NMUN. The
games in the United States will be the first
they play against other teams.”

Although the Centaurs will be spending
the lionshare of their time in Boston, they de-
cided to go out of their way to face the Brooo-
ers. Wood claimed Vaasa’s decision to visit
Vassar is one inspired by the similarities in
their names.

When prodded to elaborate by fellow Cap-
tain Nathan Hoston ’13, she continued, “Well,
I think that must have been part of what
makes it fun.“

Hoston offered a different explanation:
“I would like to think it was because of our
reputation.” The reputation, Hoston added, is
one of skill, sportsmanship and friendliness.
He did, however, relent that the similarities
in the names might have also been a factor.

Hill, though, offered another explanation.
“Teams were chosen on a first-come basis.
Vassar volunteered first and offered to host
players,” she wrote in an e-mailed statement.

Those within the IQA are hopeful that this
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The University of Vaasa Centaurs, pictured above, faced off against the Butterbeer Broooers in the first
ever intercontinental quidditch match last night in Kenyon Hall. The Centaurs are visiting from Finland.

international expansion is a lasting trend. Hill
writes, “We have a number of teams across
the world, including teams in Australia, New
Zealand, India, Russia, South Africa, Mexico,
France, Germany and the United Kingdom
and we hope to encourage some of these
teams to travel to the United States.”
Commissioner of the International Quid-
ditch Association Alex Benepe is hopeful
that this international presence might man-
ifest itself at the 2011 World Cup, the IQA’s
next signature event. He wrote in an e-mailed

statement, “Both Vaasa and a team [from]
Auckland, New Zealand hope to attend the
2011 World Cup.”

Although in the Harry Potter books it
is easy for wizards and witches to assem-
ble from across the planet for a quidditch
match, in the muggle world the same feat
is challenging. Still, with Vaasa’s visit to
Poughkeepsie and the United States, per-
haps a trend is beginning, just as a trend be-
gan three-and-a-half years ago on a field at
Middlebury College.

Previewing the NBA
Western Conference

Sports Information connects
Vassar teams with their public

Andy Sussman
COLUMNIST

ast week, I previewed the Eastern

Conference NBA All-Star roster for
the Feb. 20 extravaganza that will fea-
ture more alley-oops than screens. To-
day I give you the Western Conference,
where, unlike the East, more than four
teams are actually represented.

Starting point guard: Chris Paul.
Due to the Big Three in Miami, the
Big Four in Boston, and the big...Shagq,
Paul’s stellar season has largely been
overlooked by casual fans. Despite not
being 100 percent healed from a knee
injury last season, Paul is still third in
the league in Player Efficiency Rating
(PER), which denotes a player’s effec-
tiveness per minute based on the pace
of the game. More importantly, Paul
has his New Orleans Hornets in prime
playoff position after missing out last
year. Also, “Chris Paul” has become
synonymous with “shut up,” as in:

Person 1: Derrick Rose is the best
point guard in the NBA.

Person 2: Chris Paul!

Starting shooting guard: Kobe Bry-
ant. Bryant makes his 13th All-Star
Game appearance as the Los Angeles
Lakers continue to look like a champi-
onship-caliber team. He may not play
as many minutes as he did five years
ago, but Bryant can still score as well
as anybody in the NBA. Since he is hy-
per-competitive at everything, expect
him to go for 100 points in the All-Star
Game, put on a Michael Jordan jersey
and cry. Then, expect him to buy a four
million dollar ring for every fan in at-
tendance so they pretend that he never
cried.

Starting small forward: Carmelo
Anthony. The former Denver Nug-
get...wait, what!? You're telling me he’s
STILL on the Nuggets? After demand-
ing a trade five months ago, and with
half the teams in the NBA interested in

him? Indeed, Anthony is still in Denver,
whether he likes it or not, and he is still
a supremely talented scorer and clutch
shooter. Even though his body lan-
guage makes Eeyore from the Winnie
the Pooh stories look as enthusiastic
as Spongebob Squarepants, Anthony
currently has the Nuggets in the West-
ern Conference playoffs. I am still not
discounting the possibility that he gets
traded to the Eastern Conference at the
end of the first half, gets traded back at
the end of the third quarter, spends the
fourth quarter playing for the Harlem
Globetrotters then decides to follow
Allen Iverson to Turkey.

Starting power forward: Kevin Du-
rant. While there is nothing powerful
about his game, Durant is one of the
most exciting and best young players in
the NBA. In addition to the fact that he
is going for back-to-back scoring titles
at only 22 years old, he also is known
for his great attitude on and off the
court. In fact, Durant is so popular that
Yasser Arafat came back from the dead
to give Durant his Nobel Peace Prize
because Durant deserved it more.

Starting center: Your guess is as
good as mine. Like every other season
in his career, the fans voted Yao Ming
as the starting center. And like nearly
every season in his career, Yao is hurt
and cannot play in the All-Star Game.
Western Conference Head Coach
Gregg Popovich will decide which of
his big men he wants to start. Whom-
ever he chooses to start, however, will
be only the second-best center in the
Western Conference, behind Gregg
Popovich, according to himself.

Now let us discuss the bench play-
ers, one of whom will be starting on
Sunday, Tim Duncan: Dependable,
consistent, fundamentally sound, a
very smart player and still bores fans
as much as he ever has, a remarkable

See NBA on page 19
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Luke Gehorsam
GUEST REPORTER

Even the most avid sports buff would have difficul-
ty following all 27 intercollegiate teams at Vassar.
There are just too many games, too many players, too
many coaches. That’s where Vassar’s Sports Informa-
tion Department comes in.

To succinctly define Sports Information is dif-
ficult, even for its employees, both full-time and
student. But Assistant Sports Information Director
Shane Donahue ’10 took on the challenge: “It’s [pub-
lic relations] for the Athletics Department, and its
statistics, releases, recaps and images pertaining to
athletics.”

If you've never heard of the Sports Information
Department, you're not alone; their contributions to
Vassar take place behind the scenes. Sports Informa-
tion writes player biographies, tracks their statistics
and promotes them to local newspapers like The
Poughkeepsie Journal. They also nominate athletes
for potential awards within the conference and na-
tionally. Additionally, high school newspapers like to
follow their beloved athletes through their college
years, and they will ask Sports Information for sto-
ries.

Any sports enthusiast would tell you that statis-
tics are a vital component of sports. As the official
stat trackers of games, the folks at Sports Information
will sit at the scorer’s booth, intently recording every
free throw, fielding error or goal that occurs. Track-
ing a game is a two-person job: one person watches
the game, calling out statistically relevant events to
another Sports Information worker, who enters the
data into a computer.

Of course, there’s more to a game than just the
numbers. After a game ends, the Sports Information
employee only has a limited amount of time—often
less than an hour—to craft a comprehensive, accu-
rate recap of the contest for the Athletics website.
In fact, everything on the Vassar Athletics website is
produced by Sports Information—from the live stats
down to the player portraits.

This is why Sports Information employs around
eight Vassar students each year. Assistant Director
of Athletics: Communications, Marketing & Promo-
tions Robin Deutsch is very selective about whom he
hires, looking for students with a passion for athlet-
ics that fit into the team environment of the office.

“There are a lot of intricacies,” remarked Sports In-
formation Student Assistant Christina Verdirame
'13. “Everything we do is taken seriously because we
have to have accurate files.” But like the athletes they
cover, Sports Information is quick and flexible. Their
office door is usually open, people flowing in and out.
They have to be responsive to requests from coaches,
newspapers and other schools’ Sports Information
Directors.

“There are so many aspects to Sports Informa-
tion,” said Sports Information Student Assistant Kate
Warrik '13. “It’s always changing. There’s always work
to be done. It’s never boring,” explained Warrik. Be-
cause of their constant activity and communication,
the Sports Information staff has developed a notice-
able rapport with each other. “We’re always in a team
environment,” said Sports Information Student As-
sistant Keiko Kurita ’13.

Deutsch became the head coach of this team in
2004, arriving after working 13 years at the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield,
Mass.

Explained Deutsch, “I got involved in sports at a
young age. I started writing Little League Baseball
for my weekly newspaper for $5 a week when I was
10 years old because I wanted to be a sports writer.
And I just continued to follow my passion, which was
sports and sports writing.”

Vassar didn’t have an official Sports Information
Department until it joined the Liberty League in 2000,
due to league mandations. This policy was designed
to ensure coverage of all games, regardless of loca-
tion. Vassar’s Sports Information Department also
communicates with the equivalent offices of other
schools. When one of Vassar’s teams travels to Skid-
more College, Deutsch can’t go with them, so instead
his office relies upon Skidmore’s Sports Information
Department for accurate game information.

Apart from the day-to-day rigors of publicizing and
promoting, there are specific challenges in trying to
promote a Division IIT school like Vassar. While Divi-
sion I sports often receive more attention, Deutsch
insists that Vassar’s Sports Information Department
works as hard as any Division I office.

Although the position requires Deutsch to commit
significant time, including some evenings and week-
ends, he insists: “It’s a labor of love.” And Vassar’s
community is truly the beneficiary of it.
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Parker continues to build Vassar squash program

Corey Cohn

Sports Ep1rtor

ften, college athletics programs will hire

coaches who have playing experience, the
thought process being that, given his or her
ability to relate to the players, combined with
an increased feel for the game, the new coach
will be able to provide a unique and benefi-
cial perspective. Whether or not that was the
reasoning behind Vassar College’s decision to
hire squash Head Coach Jane Parker before the
2000-2001 season, it has proven to be a wholly
productive move.

Parker has had a tremendous impact on both
the men’s and women’s teams, highlighted by a
current streak of three straight Liberty League
Championship titles (2008-2010) for the latter.

A native of England, Parker was first intro-
duced to the sport at age 12, when her family
moved from Pontefract, Yorkshire to Broad-
stairs, Kent. Their new home was only a quar-
ter of a mile from the Thanet Squash Club. “My
parents played [squashl], and I just fell in love
with it,” Parker recalled.

Her passion and natural skill translated into
incredible success. Parker finished her playing
career as the No. 16 player in England and No.
34 in the world. But as much as she enjoyed
competing, another element of the sport gradu-
ally caught her interest: teaching others the ins
and outs of the game.

In England, Parker did a remarkable job
coaching the boys’ and girls’ national teams.
She led the under-19 squad to victory in the
1998 European Championships and the un-
der-16 team to three Home International event
wins. She also spent the five years prior to com-
ing to Vassar as the director of squash for the
Bermuda Squash Rackets Association. Parker
led the under-19 team to its highest finish ever
in the 1998 World Championships.

It was also in Bermuda where Parker’s career

would take an unexpected turn, leading her to
the path she is on today. For it was here that she
received recruiting letters from Craig Thorpe-
Clark, then Vassar’s squash head coach, asking
for junior players. At the time, Vassar squash
teams were embarking on training trips to Ber-
muda (the men’s team in 1997, the women in
1998). Thorpe-Clark couldn’t make it, so Parker
trained the students for him.

Parker said Thorpe-Clark is a “long-time
friend. We had a lot of interactions as coaches
in the [United Kingdom].” So it was not much
of a surprise when Thorpe-Clark called her af-
ter he took the head coaching job at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania in 1999, leaving his previ-
ous position open. Parker was intrigued by the
opportunity. “I really enjoyed working with the
Vassar teams when they came to Bermuda,”
she said. “It seemed like a good career move to
come to the United States.”

Parker commented that it is a much differ-
ent experience coaching for a college program,
mostly because of the amount of administra-
tion involved. Still, she has sincerely enjoyed
her time thus far and has valued her interaction
with the students.

“It’s great to be able to work with all levels,
from [Physical Education] classes teaching be-
ginners, to teams competing against other col-
leges,” she remarked. “[I like] trying to get each
person to reach their potential during their
four years at Vassar.”

In turn, Parker said, the students’ commit-
ment to the game has evolved during her ten-
ure. “When I first got here,” she recalled, “it
was basically, ‘Hang up your squash racket in
March and let it go until October.” Since then,
though, Parker has noticed a change in attitude,
with teams practicing more often and taking it
upon themselves to improve.

Perhaps this reflects a simultaneous jump in
popularity for the sport as a whole. Parker has

noticed squash’s growth, especially in the Unit-
ed States. She cited a “transition period,” when
most colleges began to convert to international
squash courts, which are wider and use a softer
ball. Vassar itself eliminated their three re-
maining narrow courts in 2005, constructing
the current locker rooms in their place. This
upgrade in facilities, she feels, demonstrates
the more prominent presence of the sport in
this country.

Still, however, Parker acknowledged that
squash is somewhat of an “Ivy League sport,”
meaning that Vassar has some big-name pro-
grams to compete with when it comes time
for recruiting. “A lot [of students] want to go
to an Ivy League school,” she said “But a lot
also want to go to a NESCAC [New England
Small College Athletic Conference] school.”
NESCAC is an 11-team conference that includes
institutions like Amherst, Middlebury and Wil-
liams Colleges.

For right now, though, Parker is focused on
the players she has and the season that is soon
coming to a close. Going into last weekend’s
matches, Parker had said that she wanted the
women’s team to beat College Squash Associa-
tion (CSA) No. 24 Tufts University. She called
it a “psychological challenge—you don’t want
to lose to a school ranked lower [than youl.”
(The Vassar women’s team is currently ranked
No. 22.) Her team complied, defeating Tufts
6-3 on Sunday. During Saturday’s Vassar Team
Challenge, however, the team lost to two high-
er-ranked teams, CSA No. 14 Columbia Univer-
sity (final score 8-1) and CSA No. 19 Wesleyan
University (7-2).

The men’s team, currently ranked No. 42, was
swept at the Vassar Challenge as well, losing
to both Columbia (CSA No. 20) and Wesleyan
(CSA No. 22) by a score of 9-o. The next two
weekends, both teams will be competing for
national championships. Parker’s main goal is
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Jane Parker, head coach of Vassar’s squash
teams, has led the women’s team through three
straight Liberty League Championship titles.

for her teams to improve their overall rankings.

No matter how they finish, Parker just hopes
her players have the valuable experience play-
ing squash that she herself still appreciates. “I
want to get them to enjoy the game and get the
most out of it that they can,” she stated. Parker
is no longer able to play due to knee surger-
ies, which she said were needed because of her
constant high-energy play on the court. She
cherishes her opportunity to remain involved
in the game, however. Helping the students
develop and grow “makes up for me not being
able to play,” she said, “but I do miss it.”

Conference roster

Sports see shifts in aging trends

Nik Trkulja
COLUMNIST

here is nothing athletes fear more

than aging. Age is the career-
ender, the destroyer of dreams and
there’s nothing anyone can do to avoid
it. Each sport has its particular age
thresholds. Football players seem to
last into their early 30s, hockey players
can go until 40 and baseball’s “athletes”
seem to retire by simply becoming
“designated hitters.” But the planet’s
two most popular sports have seen an
interesting change in the age profile of
their players. Soccer, it seems, has be-
come younger while basketball seems
to be aging.

Brazillian soccer star Ronaldo’s re-
tirement on Monday serves as a per-
fect example of what’s happening in
soccer. Ronaldo is possibly the sport’s
most prolific striker. A two-time Bal-
lon ’Or winner, three-time FIFA Play-
er of the Year, two-time World Cup
winner and the competition’s highest
all-time scorer, Ronaldo holds incred-
ible records. To list his accomplish-
ments would take forever. He’s scored
over 300 goals for the world’s biggest
clubs, won every competition there is
to win and yet for the past three years,
he’s been a non-entity in the world’s
most popular game. Now, at the age of
just 34, Ronaldo has walked away from
the game, citing hypothyroidism and
a body too worn and beaten to keep
playing. He’s not alone.

In recent years, soccer has seen its
premier athletes go from heroes to,
well, zeroes. Ronaldinho, at one point
the sport’s biggest star, has fizzled
into obscurity at age 30, as has French
superstar Thierry Henry, who’s now
plugging away for the New York Red
Bulls of Major League Soccer. Soccer,
it seems, has no room for the “elder-
ly” Once a player reaches 30, he’s in
trouble. The pace of the game, the tim-
ing and grace needed have meant that
there is simply no place for players who

are slowing down. While goalkeepers
and defenders can possibly continue to
play, the sport’s most prolific athletes,
attackers and midfielders, are getting
ever younger.

What'’s interesting, though, is that
basketball has seen the opposite trend.
The NBA is now filled with stars above
the age of 30. Kobe Bryant, Steve Nash,
Dirk Nowitzki and almost the entire
Boston Celtics’ and San Antonio Spurs’
rosters are over 30 years old. But rath-
er than beginning to fade, these players
are dominating. In a sport that requires
as much, if not more, physical prowess
than soccer, age seems to be becoming
less of a factor.

At first glance, it seems almost
counter-intuitive. A star soccer player
might play around 50-6o games in a
year. An NBA player will play at least
82 regular season games, and then
playoff games and international ap-
pearances. While a soccer game may
last longer, an NBA game moves at a
faster pace and requires both bulk and
grace, meaning that each player is put-
ting more pressure on his body. If any-
thing, basketball should be less accom-
modating to worn bodies. Why, then,
are basketball players retiring later
than soccer stars?

Well, it seems it might have some-
thing to do with the origin of the ath-
letes. If you take away Dirk Nowitzki
and Manu Ginobili, you will see that
most foreign NBA superstars are actu-
ally fading around the same age as their
soccer counterparts. Players like Peja
Stojakovic, Nenad Krstic, Hedo Turko-
glu and Yao Ming have, if anything,
aged prematurely. Peja, for instance, is
the NBA’s fourth-best all-time three-
point shooter, and was once on pace
to eclipse Reggie Miller’s record aver-
age of three 3-pointers a game. This
season, however, he’s appeared in just
19 games, averaging just eight points
per match. He, like his foreign coun-
terparts, has simply disappeared. But

why have foreign players been falling
earlier?

The answer’s not clear. It could be
that they start playing at a higher level
earlier, putting more miles on their
body at a younger age. After all, many
foreign athletes begin to compete pro-
fessionally at around 16 years of age,
and then tend to play both at the ju-
nior and professional levels. There’s
also the issue of funding. Many teams
outside of the United States simply
don’t have the money necessary for
modern facilities and support staff.
Sports medicine lags far behind U.S.
standards and it is also not as sought
out. While American athletes visit the
team’s trainers regularly, many foreign
players simply do not have a trainer to
go to. In turn, many nagging injuries
are allowed to become much more se-
vere over time. There’s also the issue
of practice. While it’s not uncommon
for professional soccer and basketball
players to practice multiple times in
a day, especially at the lower levels,
in the United States that almost never
happens. In-season practices tend to
be toned down to protect the athletes,
but in the rest of the world that’s not
generally the case.

Obviously though, these are just
speculative answers to what’s none-
theless an interesting question. The
world’s most popular games seem to
be changing and with those changes
we will likely see a mix of outcomes.
Soccer will become younger, but older
records will be harder to beat, leav-
ing those already enshrined as leg-
ends safe in their spots. Basketball, on
the other hand, will see the opposite
development. As Lebron James and
Kevin Durant continue to play for far
longer than Michael Jordan and Magic
Johnson did, so too will we see new re-
cords set and debates erupt over who
the best ever were. The world’s most
popular games are changing; let’s just
hope it’s all for the better.
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mixes young, old

NBA continued from page 18
achievement. While Duncan has
not played many minutes for the
San Antonio Spurs this season,
he has not had to, because the
Spurs have the best record in
the NBA. Duncan is a big reason
why, and not just because he is
two feet taller than Danny De-
Vito.

Manu Ginobili: The best flop-
per who doesn’t play soccer,
Ginobili has played fantastically
in a starting shooting guard role
with the Spurs. He plays hard on
both sides of the floor, gets to
the free throw line all the time
and his real name is Emmanuel.
These three things are equally
important to the Spurs’ success
this season.

Pau Gasol: The Lakers’ seven-
footer started out the season as
possibly the best player in the
NBA. He has since slowed down,
but is still playing at a very high
level. He compliments Bryant
very well, even complaining
when Bryant gets tired of whin-
ing himself.

Blake Griffin: Like every NBA
fan, I love Blake Griffin. His
dunks are unparalleled, he lets
his game do the talking and he
has made the Clippers interest-
ing. Unfortunately, Griffin will
soon be ruled ineligible to play
in the NBA because he is actu-
ally a member of the Monstars
team from Space Jam that nar-
rowly lost to Michael Jordan and
the Looney Tunes in 1997.

Kevin Love: Love may be on
the pathetic Minnesota Tim-
berwolves, but his extraordi-
nary play cannot be ignored. He
leads the league in rebounds per

game by three more than the
nearest competitor, and is aver-
aging over 20 points per game
on 43 percent shooting from the
three-point line. Love gives all
stocky, six-foot-nine sons of for-
mer NBA players and nephews
of former Beach Boys singers
hope.

Dirk Nowitzki: When Nowit-
zki went down with a knee inju-
ry earlier this season, his Dallas
Mavericks played like the 1899
Cleveland Spiders. (Look it up,
they were really bad.) However,
the Mavericks are currently the
second seed in the West, mainly
thanks to the brilliant play by
Nowitzki. He may never win a
championship, but he can safely
say that he is the best German
basketball player ever.

Russell Westbrook: Durant
may be the face of the Oklahoma
City Thunder, but Westbrook
is the reason that the team has
made such strides in the past
two seasons. The electric point
guard is incredibly athletic and
quick, allowing him to improve
his defense rather dramatically.
Westbrook may turn the ball
over 23 times in a game, but he’ll
still have 39 points and 24 as-
sists.

Deron Williams: He may
have caused longtime Utah Jazz
coach Jerry Sloan to resign, but
Williams is one talented point
guard. With the departure of
Carlos Boozer, Williams has tak-
en an increased role on offense,
particularly with his scoring. All
he needs to do now is change
the spelling of his name to “Dar-
ren” so people will finally start
pronouncing it correctly.
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Students avenge defeat in second annual basketball game

Kristine Olson
REPORTER

Tied 36-36 at the buzzer, the

students powered their way
through three minutes of overtime to
defeat “Old School,” 49-41 last Thurs-
day night to win the second annual
Student-FacultyBasketball Game. It
was an “Extravaganza, Baby!” just
like Dean of Students Chris Roellke
promised.

Roellke and the Class of 2010
organized the inaugural game last
year in an effort to raise funds for
the Senior Class Gift. In that game,
the faculty beat the students, 66-65;
but this year, despite valiant efforts,
Old School was worn out by the
students’ speed, youth and endur-
ance.

Thursday’s game was underway
with a tip-off by President of the Col-
lege Catharine “Cappy” Bond Hill.
From the onset, as Wilson Platt '14
immediately tipped it to Old School,
there was no telling who would win.
And with teams of over 20 players—
of varied skill, speed, fitness, size
and age—it was a miracle that every-
one had playing time.

Student players Kendall Cole-
man ’11 (#6) and Ryan Grimme ’14
(#23) proved to be huge for the
student team in regulation, secur-
ing them a three-minute overtime
that led to their win. The faculty
didn’t fade quickly, though, putting
up a fight til the very end. Instru-
mental to team Old School were
Carlos Alamo (“C Se Puede,” #I11,
Assistant Professor of Sociology),

Roellke (“Rolks,” #7) and Jonathan
Kahn (“Wrath,” #8, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Religion) on offense, and
Tyrone Simpson (“Simps,” #17, As-
sistant Professor of English), Ed
Pittman (“Steady,” #21, Associate
Dean for Campus Life and Diver-
sity), and Brian Silvers (“Silvers,”
#31, warehouse clerk) on defense—
making the students work for ev-
ery point.

But what team Old School lacked
in the advantages of youth, they
made up for it in determination and
genuine swagger. From the pushing,
elbowing and dramatized arguing be-
tween players, coaches and referees,
this was almost a legitimate game of
basketball.

A quarter-time show led by
Cappy and a troupe of Senior Offi-
cers masquerading as cheerleaders
evoked a quintessential Vassar vibe.
The inaudible singing accompanied
by a trumpet and the incoherently
flashed letter signs were a success
at subliminal messaging: sesquicen-
tennial. The halftime show, featuring
the student dance group Hype, had
something slightly more explicit to
state: sexycentennial.

Not to be left out, the Office of
Health and Education also did their
part to engage the crowd by hold-
ing a basketball-dribbling relay
race among students ranging from
elementary school to college as
well as a free throw shooting con-
test pitting Vassar students against
faculty.

After a short rest, both staff and
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The students avenged their 2010 loss to “Old School” at last week’s Student-Faculty Basketball Game, winning in overtime
with a score of 49-41. The game also included a quarter-time show led by Cappy, as well as a halftime show by HYPE.

students put on an exciting perfor-
mance of their own in the second
half. The students were able to ex-
tend their lead to as many as seven
points in the third quarter but Old
School battled back to take their
first lead, 31-30 with 6:12 remaining
in the contest. The two teams traded
baskets, with the students tying the
game at 36 in the final minute.

The students dominated in over-
time, as Nik Trkulja 11 (Disclosure:

Nik Trkulja is a columnist for The
Miscellany News) (#24) scored 12
of the team’s 13 points in the extra
session prompting an all-out chant:
“M-V-P!” Old School didn’t go down
without a fight. Most notably, “C Se
Puede” shut down students’ shots
and passes, proving that, yes, he
could.

At the end of the day, the students
evened the series at one game apiece,
sealing the victory.

Vassar students won, but Vassar
College won, too. As Class of 2011
President Moe Byrne announced
at the beginning of the game, the
purpose of the Student-Faculty Bas-
ketball Game is to build community
and to raise funds for the 2011 All-
School Gift. This year, the funds
from ticket sales and donations will
be used to create a new budget for
sustainability for the first time in
Vassar’s history.

Basketball seniors reflect on time playmg at Vassar

Nathan Tauger
REPORTER

ast Saturday, seniors Carolyn Crampton,

Tyler Maland and Chris Whitney played
the last home basketball game of their Vassar
careers. But just listing the scoring and re-
bounding average of these athletes would not
do justice to their time here.

When Whitney arrived at Vassar four years
ago, he had one trait in common with other
Vassar freshmen—he was full of potential—and
one dissimilar: He is 6 foot 8 inches tall. “I've
always been tall and when you’re tall, coordina-
tion can lag behind growth,” wrote Whitney in
an e-mailed statement. But Whitney was able
to work and improve his game. “During college,
I finally stopped growing and had the chance to
become a little more coordinated, a little faster
and a little more athletic.” Whitney’s athletic
development helped not only his defense—85
career blocked shots as of Feb. 17—but other
aspects of his game too: “I handle the ball much
more competently and make a play on offense
from time to time. And though I haven’t done it
in a game, I can throw down a sick dunk these
days. Catch me in the gym this spring for a
demonstration.”

Crampton’s story is also one of evolving to
become a strong defender. She wrote in an e-
mailed statement, “When I first got here...I was
looked at as a scorer and a top offensive threat.
As we grew, better players were recruited
(which I'm very grateful for) and my role as a
scorer was significantly reduced.” But Cramp-
ton’s lower scoring output didn’t diminish her
impact on the court. “My game has changed
to being more of a defensive presence on the
floor and a distributor of the basketball. I'm
still a threat on offense, but my job has devel-
oped from finding my own best shot to finding
the best shot possible on the court in a given
situation, utilizing the talent of my teammates.”
The 5 foot 6 inches Crampton has also proved
malleable to a new task. “This year, I've had to
play ‘big’ for an extremely undersized team.
My game has changed from playing around the
perimeter to mixing it up inside with some of
the bigger players in the league and rebounding
consistently despite my height.”

Maland’s experience with Vassar basket-
ball differed considerably from his classmates.

Maland joined the team his junior year after
playing three years for his high school varsity
team. Maland wrote in an e-mailed statement,
“I love basketball, and to play it competitively
in a good league at the college level is in itself
a privilege.” Despite competing only two years
on the collegiate level, Maland believes his ex-
perience has led to notable improvement. “My
defense has changed the most since I started
playing. Your offense can fluctuate night in and
night out, but I take pride in being a good de-
fender every day,” he wrote. “I want to guard
the opposing team’s best guard and see if I can
shut him down.”

Crampton’s athletic development inter-
twined with the performance of the team,
which improved over her four years at Vassar.
“I came into a losing program and it was really
hard to maintain a mindset that winning was a
possibility and should be expected and not sur-
prising. No one likes to lose and as an extreme-
ly competitive person, I detest it.” Crampton’s
detestation of losing served as fuel to a current
Vassar squad that could now be described as on
fire. “In my junior and senior seasons we have
set all sorts of records and accomplished a great
deal, and to be able to have a hand in turning a
program around and leaving it in much better
shape than it was in when I arrived is a great
feeling.” Crampton can tangibly remember one
particular victory: “Beating Saint Lawrence
[University] in double [overtime] this January
at home.”

Whitney’s experience with the men’s team
unfortunately follows the opposite direction of
Crampton’s. “When I was a freshman, we had
a very talented team and won a lot of games.
We made it to the Liberty League Champion-
ships. My role on that team was minimal—the
coach just asked me to work hard in practice
and develop my skills for future seasons. After
that season, we lost five seniors including Law-
rence Avitabile, the league MVP.” In the past
three years the men’s basketball team has expe-
rienced a downslide. “We’ve won only a small
handful of games in the past two years. While
I don’t play basketball just to win, it’s hard to
lose so much.” But developing a future team
is something that Whitney can smile upon.
“We’ve got a young team and the experience
that our younger players are getting now will
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Christ Whitney and Tyler Maland, pictured above, are both members of the Class of 2zo11 and the men’s
basketball team. Last Saturday, they played the last basketball home game of their Vassar careers.

serve them well in the future. I look forward
to hearing about more wins in the years to
come.”

Crampton, Whitney and Maland have found
the time to balance their basketball develop-
ment with academic growth. Maland wrote,
“Since I started playing, my academic life has
become much more structured. I need to plan
ahead when I can get work done so that if T have
a three-game week or a long weekend road trip,
I won’t fall behind on my studies.”

Crampton explained the personal change she
experienced. “My academic life has changed
over the course of my four years here in that I've
become comfortable in the academic setting,”
Crampton wrote. She was once intimidated
by Vassar’s prestige, but now has “an extreme
sense of comfort in my classes. I have been able
to build relationships with my professors and
engage them outside of the classroom. That is
undoubtedly one of the best things about the
Vassar academic experience and I'm glad I've
learned to take advantage of it.”

While Crampton found academic comfort in
confidence, Whitney found comfort in finding

himself. “I had no idea what I wanted to study
when I came to Vassar. Finding my niche in the
social sciences was a relief. Focusing on study-
ing what I was interested in helped me become
a more competent student and a better writ-
er—I'm really glad that I’ll be able to take these
skills with me to the world outside of Vassar.”

The future for Crampton, Whitney and Ma-
land looks like a continuation of their experi-
ence at Vassar: challenging and engaging. While
Whitney is seeking gainful employment and
autonomy in the long run, he is currently seek-
ing a job with a non-profit organization close
to home. Maland hopes to continue in the field
of sports journalism, something he has already
gotten a taste for while working in the Sports
Information Department at Vassar. Crampton
is hoping to find employment in public rela-
tions and eventually coach basketball at the
collegiate level. But as bright as the future is
for these three, sweet time remains at Vassar.
Crampton expresses the sentiment best: “Right
now I'm really not looking into the future too
much; I want to soak up every minute I have
left at this incredible place!”




