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Portman a paranoid wonder in Black Swan

Black Swan
Darren Aronofsky
[Fox Searchlight]

he most rewarding scene in Darren

Aronofsky’s Black Swan comes when Nina
(Natalie Portman), a prima-donna-in-training
with a New York City ballet company, wakes
up one morning in her Manhattan apartment.
The young dancer sleepily contemplates her
room, reaches her hand underneath the covers
and begins to masturbate.

The scene is not rewarding for any trashy
reason, as steamy as it is to see Portman jilling
off. It is rewarding because this girl needs mas-
turbation so badly. Nina is possibly the most
high-strung and obsessive-compulsive char-
acter to ever grace the silver screen. She liter-
ally tears herself apart over her ballet career,
scratching at her skin in anguish over every
botched fouetté. Half of her waking life is spent
in paranoia, while the other half is dedicated to
a masochistic pursuit of absolute perfection.
She is so tense and asocial that she isolates
herself from her fellow ballerinas. When she
finally takes a moment for some much needed
self-pleasure, it’s all you can do not to stand up
and applaud.

Nina is all kinds of crazy, and Black Swan
artfully drags you down into the crazy, too.
Aronofsky’s harrowing psychological thriller
journeys through the tortured psyche of an
artist, making you question what is really real
and what is just in Nina’s warped perception
of reality. The film is as disturbing as they
come, but in a most exhilarating way. Black
Swan is easily one of the best films of 2010.

It must be said that in all fairness to Nina,
headlining Tchaikovsky’s “Swan Lake” at the
Lincoln Center would do a number on anyone’s
nerves. The poor girl is cast as the lead by her
virtuoso director, who finds her a perfect fit for
Princess Odette, the White Swan; her grace and
control lend themselves beautifully to the role.
The problem s that she must also play Odile, the
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Black Swan, who is wild, seductive and malevo-
lent. These qualities are everything Nina is not.

She struggles to master the Black Swan, but
her inability to lose control and dive into the
role leads to frustration. Also stressing her out
is a talented new dancer shipped from the west
coast named Lily (Mila Kunis), whom Nina in-
stantly pegs as a rival. Lily is casual, confident,
friendly and highly sexual, the foil to Nina’s
psychotic insecurity.

The irony is that Nina’s enemy is also the
closest thing she has to a friend, as Lily is the
only dancer amicable enough to approach the
standoffish starlet. There is also irony in that
the chick who played Jackie from That 70s Show
is totally rocking an Oscar-caliber support-
ing performance. Who would have guessed?

Another cause for concern in Nina’s life is
her director, the eccentric Thomas Leroy (Vin-
cent Cassel). The visionary plans to reinvent
the famous Tchaikovsky ballet with a fresh
interpretation, and pushes Nina hard to open
up and embrace the Black Swan. The director
also has a reputation for seducing his protégés;
he certainly seems to have been involved with
Beth (Winona Ryder), a disgruntled has-been
who headlined shows in the company’s past. At
times it certainly seems like Nina is next in line
for Thomas’s affections. Maybe he has the hots
for his prime dancer, or maybe he just wants
to find a way to introduce eroticism to the
asexual Nina (he’s the one who proposes the
idea of masturbation in the first place). Either
way, Thomas is an intimidating figure of fasci-
nation and attraction for Nina, whose approval
she longs to attain.

There’s no respite from work at home sweet
home: The apartment is dominated by her
overly-attentive mother and roommate Erica
(Barbara Hershey). The smothering figure was
a former dancer herself before she became
pregnant with Nina; now she almost lives vi-
cariously through her daughter’s life on the
stage. It’s hard to tell what is worse: the pres-
sures of starring in a ballet or the fanatical par-
ent who won’t give you a moment’s peace.

The trifecta of Thomas, Lily and Erica form
a source of stress and paranoia for Nina to the

Natalie Portman, above, has received an Os-
car nomination for her role in Black Swan.

point where she goes absolutely cuckoo, and
the Black Swan that she longs to embody
soon becomes a dark specter that haunts
her everyday life. It must be said, Nina’s
crazy makes for a thrilling ride. Aronofsky’s
deft directorial hand has crafted a brilliant
mise en scéne that envelopes the vulner-
able Nina in the dark world of the Black
Swan, from the costume to the lighting. The
only thing more impressive than Aronof-
sky’s touch is Portman’s performance. She
brings an intense believability to Nina, and
rocks the ballet choreography that she dili-
gently learned in order to take on the role.

Black Swan nabbed five Oscar nominations
on Tuesday, perhaps fewer than it deserves. Ex-
pect it to represent come Oscar Night on Feb.
27, and think hard about putting your money
on Aronofsky and Portman for Best Director
and Best Actress, respectively. You heard it

Andy Axel "11

“The Sound &
the Fury by Wil-
liam Faulkner.”

“Among the
Thugs by Bill
Bugord. It’s
about British
soccer hooli-
gans.”

Melanie Risch ’13

Lindsey Liese

“Catch-22 by
Joseph Heller.
It’s got a really
biting wit to it.”
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The Vassar Student Association (VSA)
has decided to kick off sesquicentennial
celebrations by recruiting Vassar Col-
lege Entertainment (ViCE) to throw the
biggest, baddest party this institution has
ever seen! The cheekily titled “Sexycen-
tennial” Birthday Bash, inspired by one of
Vassar’s most well-known alumnae, the
so-legendary-she-hardly-requires-formal-
naming Meryl Streep, will ring in the big
150 with a BANG! No party is complete
without publicity, and VSA Vice President
of Operations Ruby Cramer ‘12 and Miscel-
lany News Features Editor and ViCE Pub-
licity co-Chair Mitchell Gilburne '22—along
with the intrepid assistance of Main
House President Boyd Gardner ‘12 and
Louise Dufresne '13—do not disappoint
with the larger-than-life Birthday Card
that has invaded the Retreat and College
Center this past week. The card boasts an
impressive rendering of Vassar’s official
font along with an awe-strikingly faithful
representation of the sesquicentennial
crest. Merging class with sass, it assures
our old girl that everything gets better
with age, reading, “You're 150...but you're
still as SEXYcentennial as ever”. And, if the
card itself wasn’t enough to pump up the
Sesqui-spirit, the heartfelt, clever, indelible
sentiments signed by students ensure that
this will truly be a year to remember.

“The Order of
Things by Michel
Foucault.”

Helen Hofling 12

“We're reading
Sirens of Titan
by Kurt Von-
negut.”

Tim Vigers '13 & Rosie
Achorn-Rubenstein 13

“I mostly read
The Weekly
Squat.”

William Wheeler 14

—Rachael Borné
Arts Editor
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Volleyball embarks on season of renewed confidence

Corey Cohn

AsSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

n a season marked by change, the

members of Vassar’s men’s volley-
ball team are looking for some con-
sistency.

The core of the team is essentially
intact, with six of seven starters re-
turning for the 2010-2011 season.
(Three-time All-American Phil Tully
10 graduated last year.) But although
very little else has remained the
same, the Brewers are ready to take
on new challenges.

One change in particular should
not require too much adjustment.
Jonathan Penn, formerly the team’s
assistant coach, will be serving as
acting head coach this season. (Lau-
ren Goss-Gonclaves, Vassar gradu-
ate, former player under Coach Penn
and assistant coach of the women’s
volleyball team, will be taking over
assistant coaching duties for the
men’s squad.)

Players are excited for Coach
Penn’s increased involvement this
season. Christian La Du ’13, in an e-
mailed statement, wrote that “Coach
Penn is phenomenal. His passion
for the players and the sport, [his]
full knowledge of the game and his
teacher’s mentality are so much more
impactful in the head coach position
this year” Clifford Quinn ’12 added
in an e-mailed statement that under
Coach Penn, “We really focus our at-
tention on ourselves and the way we
play rather than what the other team
is doing.”

The other major difference this
season is not limited strictly to Vas-
sar—it affects all NCAA volleyball.
The divisions within the North East
Collegiate Volleyball Association
(NECVA) have been altered and re-
arranged this season, a change that
Quinn reports is being made to pre-
pare for the official NCAA Division
III Men’s Volleyball Championship,
which will debut in the spring of
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Vassar’s men’s volleyball team is coping with a number of changes this season. Notably, former assistant coach Jonathan
Pennwillnow beserving as acting head coach. He willlead the team through the newly formed United Volleyball Conference.

2012. (Previously, Division III men’s
volleyball had not been sanctioned as
a championship sport by the NCAA.)
The United Volleyball Conference
(UVC) has been formed and consists
of 12 teams, including Vassar.

Both Quinn and La Du acknowl-
edge that this new arrangement
makes for a more difficult schedule
this season. Quinn says that the UVC
is “even tougher than [the Metro Di-
vision],” in which Vassar previously
competed. He makes a strong point.
Of the 16 seeds in the 2010 NECVA
Championship Tournament, six of
the teams—No. 3 Vassar College,
No. 8 Medaille College, No. 9 SUNY
New Paltz, No. 10 Stevens Institute
of Technology, No. 14 D’Youville Col-

lege and No. 15 Nazareth College—all
reside in the new UVC.

La Du adds that the Brewers’
schedule outside of the Conference is
a tall order as well. He is particularly
referring to facing New York Univer-
sity (which will be part of the UVC
starting in 2011-2012) in their gym on
Feb. 1 and No. 1-ranked Springfield
College on March 1. La Du savors the
experience against these formidable
foes, however. “As competitors,” he
says, “it’s great to challenge our-
selves against teams that are strong
and competitive to see how we stack
up.”

Vassar was challenged last year
but came out fairly successfully. The
Brewers had an 18-9 overall record,

with a stellar 9-o record within the di-
vision. They were, however, defeated
in the first round of the playoffs, fall-
ing 3-1 to D’Youville. Quinn calls the
season “bittersweet,” adding, “We
have a lot to be proud of, but there
is a sense of underachievement.”

In order to avoid that disappoint-
ment again this season, the team
will have to make some key adjust-
ments. Some of these involve ar-
eas of individual improvement. La
Du, for instance, cites his position
change last year from setter to libe-
ro/defensive specialist as something
on which he will continue to focus.
“I am constantly trying to work on
my defensive footwork, anticipation
and reactionary speed,” he writes.

He also mentions that the team as
a whole concentrated heavily on
defense during the preseason, since
block coverage was perceived to be
one of their weaker skill sets last
season.

The Brewers are also relatively
young this year, featuring one fresh-
man and five sophomores on a roster
of nine. Still, with most of the team
having experience playing collegiate
volleyball, they will try to build on
their previous success and acknowl-
edge their past mistakes. La Du feels
the sophomores learned a lot during
their first season and that it makes
this year that much more promis-
ing. “Having been through it once
already,” he writes, “coming back
for our second season has made us
much more confident and comfort-
able with our abilities and roles
within the system.”

Overall, though, the most impor-
tant thing for the Brewers is to stay
true to themselves. Quinn notes that
the team has great potential, but
consistency may be an issue. La Du
agrees, and he also emphasizes that
the team must keep its collective
head up even when challenges arise.
Particularly given the array of talent
in the UVC, La Du remarks that “it
is crucial for us to keep a positive,
working attitude and never give up
in a match.”

If all goes according to plan, the
Brewers should continue to be one
of the more potent teams in Division
III. As Quinn has observed over the
past two seasons, the team plays “a
unique brand of volleyball that, when
executed properly, can bring us great
success.”

The Brewers got off to a bit of a
slow start, losing two matches last
weekend to Rivier College and Phila-
delphia Biblical University (while
beating Ramapo College in three
sets), before rebounding for a 3-o
victory over Bard on Tuesday.

Athletics and Fitness Center finds new crowds, new year

Nathan Tauger
GUEST REPORTER

Despite frigid temperatures and mounds of
snow, Vassar students and administrators
have maintained a surprisingly high attendance
at the Athletics and Fitness Center. Whether it
is for sports, dance, recreation or health, the
Vassar community has found plenty of reasons
to trek to the weight room regardless of the
weather.

Kelly Harrington ‘14, a weight room recep-
tionist, highlighted the surprising amount of
turnouts. “I see a ton more people at the gym
than last semester. It’s kind of ridiculous. There
are people waiting at machines for turns.”

New administrative policy now gives offi-
cial warrant to Harrington’s observations. “We
have a new task this semester: We walk around
and count the number of people in each room.
We were told the administration asked us to
do this so they can monitor how much use the
gym is actually getting used, whether it’s worth
the funding,” Harrington said.

“There are a few times when the gym is
dead,” she elaborated. Andrew Jdaydani 14, a
fellow weight room receptionist, remarked that
during Saturday morning the gym is practically
empty.

Why the sudden crowd is a matter for specu-
lation. Jdaydani guessed that New Year’s resolu-
tions may have something to do with the increase,
while Harrington speculated that the surge may
be a result of students returning from abroad.
Joe Karpman 13, who works at the front desk,
said that he suspected the inconvenience of cold
weather attracted runners to the indoor track and
cardio machines of Walker Field House.

While they all have different guesses as to
the new crowds, all three regularly use the gym
for different purposes. Karpman consistently
works out at the gym to maintain his fitness for

rugby, while Harrington, an active member of
Vassar Repertory Dance Theatre, uses the el-
liptical machines for exercise and sometimes
the Walker Multi-Purpose Room to dance.
Jdaydani was in the middle of a recreational
volleyball game during his interview.

Of course some use the weight room just to
stay in shape. Laura “Lilu” Herrera Torres ‘14,
humorously proclaimed her new acquaintance
with the gym is “because the [All Campus Din-
ing Center] made my jeans not fit.” Shruti Ma-
nian 14 gave the following reason for making

the trek to Walker: “It was sort of a resolution
to be fitter this semester. The freshman fifteen
is not something I'm looking forward to, so 'm
working to abate that.” (Full Disclosure: Shruti
Manian is a staff reporter for the Miscellany)
Students are not the only ones utilizing the
facilities. Dean of the College Christopher
Roellke is using the gym too, to prepare for
the upcoming student-faculty basketball game,
dressed in an “Old School” jersey, he acknowl-
edged the outfit, “they’re in preparation for the
student-faculty basketball game coming up on

ADVERTISEMENT

February 1oth. We’ve got everyone represented:
faculty, buildings and grounds, administrators.
We’re practicing now. The students stay the
same age, 18-22, but we keep getting older and
more out of shape. But just like cramming for a
test isn’t a good idea, cramming for a basketball
game isn’t either. We’ll be in trouble this year.”
Roellke’s family also enjoys the space the Ath-
letic and Fitness Center provides. “I bring my
kids here regularly, they love using the swim-
ming pool, the basketball courts; they're a little
young for the weight room, but I use it.”

The Miscellany Netos

Vassar’s newspaper of record since 1866 | miscellanynews.com
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Athletes still productive over winter break
despite allures of couch and television

Kristine Olson
REPORTER

ven when finals were looming and the

weather outside became frightful over
winter break (at least here on the east coast),
Vassar’s winter and spring season athletes
kept training. The question is, how did they
cope with a month-long intermission from
training and competition? For men’s and
women’s basketball, fencing, squash and
swimming, competition for the winter sea-
son began on Nov. 6. Competition for men’s
volleyball began after break on Jan. 21, while
the men’s and women’s track and field team, a
spring sport that began training in December,
will begin competition in March.

Now that student-athletes and coaches
have returned to campus and competition has
restarted, it’s a question of whether winter
break was a period of rest or of workouts.

For most of the teams, the expectation was
to return early from winter break, fully pre-
pared to compete. The men’s volleyball team
returned a week early for preseason train-
ing, which included two practices per day
and weight-training sessions. Both men’s and
women’s fencing teams returned a few days
early before their competition on Jan. 15 at
Cleveland State University.

Men’s and women’s basketball, on the other
hand, had games up until Dec. 7 and 8, respec-
tively, and returned to competition on Jan. 1
and 5.

Some teams including the fencing squads,
men’s basketball team and men’s and women’s
swimming and diving took the opportunity
to travel. The fencing squad made its way to
Cleveland, while the other two teams visited
Florida.

During their few weeks off, athletes were
expected to train independently or with clubs
back home. Fencing Head Coach Bruce Gill-
man shared that some of his athletes compete
in United States Fencing Association compe-
titions while they’re at home. Others simply
practice on their own a few days a week, and
others do cardio to stay in shape. “It varies
and nothing is required, only suggested,” Gill-
man responded in an e-mail.

This is true for the other teams, as well.
However, men’s and women’s cross country
and track Head Coach James McCowan points
out that if athletes want to reach their full
potential and personal aspirations, consis-
tency in (and quality of) training is required
throughout the year—not just during the offi-
cial season. “Being a successful collegiate ath-
lete and really rising to your own individual
highest level of ability is a complete lifestyle,”
said McCowan.

No matter the sport, though, break pro-
vides an opportunity both to relax and work
out gradually without the constraints that
academics provide. And for the track team,
which partially comprises runners from the
fall cross country season, winter break is an
opportunity to gradually increase mileage and
implement speed workouts and weight lifting.
For sprinters and throwers, the expectation is
to get in more intense workouts during break,
prior to returning for team practices.

Men’s volleyball Head Coach Jonathan
Penn said he gives out training schedules
based on a “mixture of factors and somewhat
of a gut instinct thing.” He elaborated in an e-
mailed statement, “If they showed up for our
fall non-traditional season in shape; if I know
the upperclassmen have been organizing runs

and lifts; the class make-up and experience of
the team; even if I want to find out how they
will respond to not receiving a workout. All
those are factors in the decision.”

But even with a training schedule in hand,
athletes are responsible for their personal fit-
ness. Penn explains, “When you get down to
it, no matter what I give them it is entirely up
to them to be self-motivated enough to put in
the work, so they have far more control over
it than I do.”

The results of staying in game form or be-
coming a holiday season couch potato show
early on in team practices. “Those that do
nothing over the break come back rusty and
require some time to get back into form, but
not much,” says Gillman. The level of rusti-
ness depends on the sport, and a combination
of factors: fitness, endurance, technique, inju-
ries and fatigue, among others.

For injured players, the month-long win-
ter break provides time to recover; and for
healthy, serious competitors, it is a time to
continue working towards goals uninter-
rupted by weekly competitions. “It’s a fantas-
tic mental break,” said Brittany Davis ‘i1 who
runs the steeplechase event for the track and
field team. “Although, it’s good to get back to
the team,” she added.

Even for seemingly “individual” sports such
as track and field, squash, swimming and div-
ing, and fencing, it takes a team to win. And
it is generally easier to train with teammates
who provide the greatest source of motiva-
tion, encouragement and amusement—espe-
cially when it’s negative-something degrees
with wind chill outside and the last thing you
want to do is walk through snow to Walker
Field House or Kenyon Hall for practice.

Nik Trkulja
COLUMNIST

Dorell Wright is far from an NBA super-

star. Now in his sixth year in the league,
Wright hasn’t had the stellar career most ex-
pected of him. Yet this year somehow seems
different. The 6’9” starting small forward for
the Golden State Warriors has suddenly be-
come somewhat of a force to be reckoned
with.

Amidst the fallout of LeBron James’ now
infamous “decision,” many chose to ignore
what happened to players already on the Mi-
ami Heat’s roster. Of the 16 players contracted
to the team in 2009-10, only five remained
to welcome LeBron James and Chris Bosh.
Amongst those shown the door was Wright.

Free agency is a normal part of any NBA
player’s career. No matter how bright your
star shines, at some point in your career you
will be let go by your team. Only the very
best get the privilege of choosing to stay.
Wright certainly wasn’t one of the best. Nev-
ertheless, there were things going for him.

He had been drafted by the Heat in 2004
and had had his rookie contract extended, no
small feat for a player who at the time aver-
aged just 19.6 minutes and 6.0 points per
game. Miami was clearly signaling that they
wanted to invest in Wright, and he was ready
to invest in the team and the city. However,
injuries followed and he had a slow run of
form in 2008-09, though he still managed to
claw back and have a solid season in 2009-10.
He seemed sure to get a spot on this year’s
team. Miami was looking to bring in LeBron
James and Chris Bosh, they needed a rela-
tively cheap perimeter shooter and their stars
were even willing to take pay-cuts to make
it happen. Wright seemed like the ideal fit.

Already a long-term member of the Mi-

ami team, having won a championship
with them in 2006, Wright would be inte-
gral in building cohesion in a completely
new team. He even gave his son the middle
name Dwyane in honor of his Heat team-
mate, the godfather to his son, Dwyane Wade.
There was a connection to the team and
the city, but Miami apparently didn’t see it.

Wright was let go into free agency and land-
ed a world away with the Golden State War-
riors, in Oakland California. The experience,
though, left some scars. That’s especially true
when it became apparent that Wade had per-
sonally lobbied Miami to bring in Mike Miller,
Wright’s replacement, and had even taken a
pay cut to keep Udonis Haslem, another of
Wright’s teammates with the Heat.

It was a devastating turn of events for an
up-and-coming player, but it was one he
seems to have taken in stride. Half a season
later, Wright has emerged as a real contender
for the league’s Most Improved Player award.
His production is up over 100 percent in ev-
ery single category compared with last year.
Averaging 16.5 points, 5.8 rebounds and 2.5
three-pointers per game, Wright is now a real
starter in the league. But all this pales in com-
parison to his reaction towards Miami.

In the two games the Heat and Warriors
have played against each other this season,
Wright stood out not only because he was the
best player on the court, but also because he
simply refused to so much as talk to the Heat
players. Visibly swearing after made baskets
by the Heat and playing with a distinct fire,
Wright even scored 30 points in his only game
in Miami.

In the aftermath of the “decision” most of
the Miami Heat’s existing roster was pushed
away into relative obscurity. Even those that
remained seemed as if they were non-enti-
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After being let go by the Miami Heat, Dorell
Wright is now turning heads as a starting small
forward for Oakland’s Golden State Warriors.

ties, scrubbed to the side to make way for his
majesty King James and that other guy Bosh.
Players like Wright serve to remind us that
this obscurity was wrongly imposed and not
merited. Shunned by Miami, Wright has blos-
somed into a serious threat and a player who
keeps getting better with every game. His im-
provement is not just indicative of his misuse
in Miami, but it also serves as a warning to all
other general managers in the league to not
simply take for granted the players at the end
of the bench—they are, after all, some of the
best in the world.

All-star games
need to pique
fans’ interest

Andy Sussman

COLUMNIST

his Friday will be one of the very few times

I will be interested in what the National
Hockey League does. It is All-Star Weekend in
the NHL, but it is not Eastern Conference vs.
Western Conference, or even North America
against the rest of the world. Rather, for the
first time, the NHL will have two team captains
each select players for the game. That’s right,
the All-Star Game is going to be a pickup game,
like a Thanksgiving touch football game with
your friends. I, for one, love this idea, and think
that it should be applied to the other profes-
sional sports’ All-Star games.

For example, the NFL Pro Bowl is this Sun-
day, and I could hardly care less. The players
don’t try and half of the players voted in, with-
draw. However, if you had Peyton Manning and
Tom Brady choosing teams—well, that would
be worthwhile television. After all, wouldn’t
you want to see how the player chosen last re-
acts to his snub? Will the team captain choose
his teammates early on, even if they are not the
best players? Even more interestingly, what if
one captain chooses the other captain’s team-
mates in order to cause a rift between those
players?

The NHL’s newest tweak has made me con-
sider other changes to each sport’s All-Star
weekend. First of all, there should be more of
a focus on skill competitions than on the game
itself. Fans get to see some of the best players
nearly everyday during the season, but how
often do they have the privilege of watching
Dwight Howard dunk wearing a Superman cos-
tume? The game is largely irrelevant, so there
should be more obstacle courses and dunk
competitions in the NBA. To encourage play-
ers such as LeBron James and Dwyane Wade to
enter, have the winner of any of the events win
a substantial prize. It can be cash, a car or even
an endorsement deal, because you know that
some companies would be more than happy
to associate themselves with a popular event
and would be more than happy to increase
the current prize. In addition, the assortment
of events can raise more money for the league
because they will be able to fill more seats in
attendance and gain more sponsors who will
want to prominently put themselves on display
for an event.

Major League Baseball has the most long-
standing tradition when it comes to its All-
Star Game, and I do consider it to be the
competition taken most seriously among
both players and the public. This is not to say
that the Midsummer Classic should not be al-
tered, however. First of all, the All-Star Game
should not determine which league has home
field advantage in the World Series. This is
a game intended for the fans, an exhibition
game. A manager now has the unenviable de-
cision of which players he should play, and
he even has an opportunity to subvert his
own league’s chances if his actual team is not
in the playoff hunt. Although admittedly this
situation is unlikely to occur, the fact that it
could in theory is outrageous enough. Players
will either take it seriously or they won’t, and
Commissioner Bud Selig should not be able
to force the issue by making the outcome af-
fect future terms.

In addition, there should be more events
leading up to the actual All-Star Game. Yes, the
Home Run Derby is a nice event, but the ste-
roid controversy has taken some of the fun out
of it. However, I would love to see skill com-
petitions involving fielding and base running.
For instance, MLB could have a contest to see
which player can run around the bases most
quickly. Wouldn’t you wonder if Jacoby Ells-
bury could outrun Ichiro Suzuki on the base
paths? And there is certainly no reason that
baseball could not have a target contest, where
outfielders have to field and then throw a base-
ball at an exact location. For the past several
decades, each league has taken for granted that
fans will be interested in the All-Star Game.
Hopefully, the NHL will lead the way towards
unseen innovations in every sport.
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Teams spend winter break t_rav_ehng, training, playing

Andy Marmer

Srorts Epitor

hile Vassar students flocked to their

hometowns for a month-long break
from their studies, a small but sizable contin-
gent returned early to continue their seasons
on the court and in the pool. This group is, of
course, Vassar’s winter athletes, who donned
the burgundy and gray throughout break. Let’s
take a look at how each of Vassar’s teams spent
their time away from the classroom.

Women’s Basketball: The women’s basket-
ball team has won seven of their past eight
games, racing out to a 10-6 record. The Brew-
ers had not reached double-digit wins since
the 2000-2001 season, Vassar’s first season
in the Liberty League. The break began very
well for the Brewers, as they rolled to a 68-27
win over visiting Bard College, led by Han-
nah Sentfleber ’14. In just 26 minutes of play,
Sentfleber nearly outscored the Raptors’ ros-
ter, notching 24 points while also tallying 11
rebounds. Junior Brittany Parks, who is cur-
rently 12th in Division III in scoring with 20.8
points per game, also had a strong outing,
scoring 17 points with six rebounds and five
assists.

Three days later, Vassar traveled to Elmira
College for a final tune-up prior to the rig-
ors of Liberty League play. This time Parks
dominated the game, scoring 23 points—I6
in the second half—and leading the Brewers
to a 69-63 victory. Freshman Cydni Matsuoka
chipped in with 14 points and seven assists for
the win.

The first of the Brewers’ Liberty League
weekends proved to be challenging not only
because of the competition, but perhaps also
more so because of the emotional rigors the
games presented. In the opening contest of
the weekend, the Brewers held a §7-47 lead
with just 53 seconds left, only to see Clarkson
University score the next seven points. Still,
the Vassar lead proved insurmountable, and
the Brewers opened Liberty League play with
a win.

The next day, the Brewers found themselves
on the other end of a comeback attempt, trail-
ing St. Lawrence University for nearly the
entirety of the contest. However, Alexandra
Higgins ’13 hit a three-pointer with just 21 sec-
onds remaining to even the score at §8. On the
defensive end, Sentfleber stole the ball, and
a Vassar timeout gave the Brewers a chance
to win. Vassar’s lone senior Carolyn Cramp-
ton knocked down a foul line jump shot with
two seconds remaining to put Vassar up two.
Crampton’s shot triggered celebration from
the Vassar bench, resulting in a player enter-
ing the court with 0.3 seconds to play, an au-
tomatic technical foul. St. Lawrence’s Iris San-
toni hit the ensuing free throws to send the
game to an extra session.

The overtime was dominated by Parks, who

S
0
=
kel
o
i
o
[0
=
=)
n
3
Pl
Ll
)
o
,
§
~
=
=
»

Vassar’s men’s basketball team earned their first conference victory since the 2008-2009 season over
winter break in a 50-49 game against Clarkson University on Jan. 14. Their current record stands at 3-13.

scored a career-high 32 points in the game,
with six coming in the five-minute period.
Still, when the five minutes were up, each side
had scored eight points, sending the game
into a second overtime, tied 68-68. With just
41 seconds remaining in the second overtime,
Crampton hit just her second shot of the game,
a three-pointer to give Vassar a 76-73 lead,
which they would hold onto for a 77-74 victory
and a 2-o start in Liberty League play.

Just three days later on Jan. 18, Vassar
achieved the first 3-o Liberty League start
in program history with a 71-60 victory over
Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI), be-
hind 23 points and 11 rebounds from Sentfle-
ber. A 66-57 loss days later to William Smith
College did nothing to quell the Brewers’ mo-
rale, as they rebounded with a 76-60 win over
Hamilton College last Saturday, behind a ca-
reer day from Matsuoka. The sharp-shooting
freshman scored 33 points—a career high—
on 12-15 shooting, including 6-8 from behind
the arc. Matsuoka also recorded five assists
without notching a turnover. Her backcourt
mate Parks also had a superb game, scoring 23
points and a career-high 10 assists.

Vassar defeated Mt. St. Vincent 71-60 in
their final non-conference game of the year
on Monday. In the contest, Parks became just
the eighth Vassar women’s basketball player
to reach the 1,000-point plateau, scoring 19
in the contest. She now sits in seventh place
on the Vassar all-time scoring list. Sentfleber
also came up huge for the Brewers, scoring 17

points, while securing 15 rebounds. Matsuoka,
played all 40 minutes for the Brewers and
scored 16 points, with six rebounds, four as-
sists, three steals and just one turnover.

Men’s Basketball:

The men’s basketball squad entered win-
ter break with a 1-8 record, with the team’s
sole victory coming against Bard College. It
was a rough start of the break for the Brew-
ers, as they dropped a pair of contests in the
East Coast Athletic Conference Holiday Fes-
tival in Kissimmee, Fla. to Colby College and
Baldwin-Wallace College. Vassar also dropped
a decision to Ramapo College before return-
ing home to welcome the nearby Culinary In-
stitute of America (CIA) to the Athletic and
Fitness Center. Vassar notched its second win
of the season, 88-42, as five players scored in
double figures, led by Evan Carberry '14 with
19 points. The contest against the CIA marked
Vassar’s final non-conference test before the
challenging Liberty League schedule.

The Brewers earned their first conference
victory since the 2008-2009 season on Jan. 14,
defeating Clarkson University 50-49 as time
expired on a runner by Nick Justiz ’12. The
Brewers ended the game on an 11-2 run to earn
the victory, holding Clarkson to just 27 per-
cent shooting for the game.

The next day, Vassar looked to continue
its momentum against St. Lawrence. Despite
jumping out to a 23-16 lead, Vassar was unable
to hang on, dropping a 71-56 decision. Three
more losses have dropped Vassar to 3-13, with

a1-4 record in Liberty League play.

Men’s and Women’s Fencing: Each fenc-
ing squad competed just once over break, as
both teams swept the Cleveland Invitational,
earning decisive victories over Cleveland
State University, University of Detroit Mercy,
Wayne State University, Case Western Reserve
University and the University of Michigan.

On the Saturday after classes resumed, both
squads journeyed to Brown University for
their first conference meet. The men’s side
earned victories over Brandeis University
(17-10), Boston College (15-12), Tufts Univer-
sity (22-5) and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) (20-7). The lone loss by the
men’s side came at the hands of host Brown
(16-11).

The women’s team also had a successful
day in Providence, R.I., maintaining a 5-1 re-
cord for the day with victories over Brown
(by a score of 14-13), Brandeis (15-12), Boston
College (14-13), Smith College (19-8) and Tufts
(17-10). The lone Vassar defeat was by just one
bout to MIT (14-13).

The women’s team now holds an impres-
sive 24-5 record for the season, with the men’s
squad not far behind at 18-8. On Monday, both
squads will travel to Yale University before
continuing conference play at Wellesley Col-
lege on Feb. 6.

Men’s and Women’s Squash: The men’s and
women’s squash teams did not compete over
break; however, on the Saturday following
break, both squads competed against Colby
College. The men’s squad failed to take a sin-
gle match, while the women’s team dropped a
tight contest, 5-4, including a pair of five-set
losses.

Men’s Swimming and Diving: The men’s
swimming and diving squad traveled with
their female counterparts to Florida for train-
ing before returning to the North for the
Kumpf Invitational, hosted by RPI. The Brew-
ers finished seventh out of eight teams in the
meet.

Just two days later, Vassar sent its seniors
off with a dual meet against Trinity College.
Partially due to fatigue, the Brewers found
themselves on the losing side, dropping the
meet, 147-107.

Women’s Swimming and Diving: In addi-
tion to their training trip to Florida, the wom-
en’s team also hosted Trinity, dropping a tight
contest 152-141. Entering the final event of the
meet, the 200 freestyle relay, the two squads
were neck and neck; however, a Trinity vic-
tory earned them the meet, as they edged past
Vassar by just seconds.

This past weekend, the team traveled to
Wellesley, attempting to unseat the host and
12-time defending champion of the Seven Sis-
ters Championship. While Vassar came up
short, their 805 points were enough to earn a
second-place finish.

SpOI'tS Calel’ldarl 1/27 - 2/2 by Andy Marmer, Sports Editor

THURSDAY, 1/27

Men’s Volleyball vs. Hunter College: 7:00 p.m.—Kenyon Hall
The two schools have not met since 2007, a 3-0 Vassar win;
however, both qualified for the North East Collegiate Volley-
ball Association Tournament last year. Vassar posted an 18-9
record, earning the no. 3 seed, while Hunter went 24-11 last
year, en route to a no. 13 seed.

FRIDAY, 1/28

Women’s Basketball at Skidmore College: 6:00 p.m.

Off to their strongest start in a decade, the women’s basketball
team travels to Skidmore College, a team they lost to twice last
year, by a total of 10 points. In their first contest last year, Vas-
sar dropped a four-point decision in overtime, 59-55, despite 18
points from Brittany Parks ’12. The Thoroughbreds are 3-2, one
game behind the Brewers in the Liberty League standings.

Men’s Basketball at Skidmore College: 8:00 p.m.

Trying to end a four-game losing streak, the men’s basketball
team travels to Skidmore, a team that beat them twice last year
and currently sits tied for second in the Liberty League with a
3-2 record.

SATURDAY, 1/29

Men’s and Women’s Squash vs. Columbia University, North-

eastern University and Bard College: 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.—
Kenyon Hall

Throughout the day the men’s squash team will host Columbia,
Northeastern and Bard. Of those teams, the Vassar men have
only played Bard already this season, defeating the visiting
Raptors 8-1 on November 13. Columbia will return to Pough-
keepsie on Feb. 12 for the Vassar Team Challenge.

Women’s Squash vs. Columbia University and Northeastern
University: 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.—Kenyon Hall

On Saturday the women’s squash team will host Columbia and
Northeastern. Last year, Columbia traveled to the Vassar team
challenge, although the two teams did not face. In 2009, Vassar
ousted Columbia in the team challenge 5-4.

Men’s and Women’s Swimming and Diving: 1:00 p.m. at New
York University (NYU)

Last year on senior day, the men’s team was overcome by the
Violets, 140-101. The woman’s team was also overcome on se-
nior day last year, 177-65. The NYU meet marks the Brewers’
final dual meet of the season.

Men’s Volleyball vs. University of New Haven: 1:00 p.m. in Bos-
ton at Emmanuel College: 3:00 p.m.
Vassar will travel to Boston for a dual meet with the University

of New Haven and Emmanuel College. The Brewers last faced
New Haven in 2000, dropping the match 3-o. Emmanuel repre-
sents the fifth team in Vassar’s six games that qualified for the
NECVA tournament last season.

Women’s Basketball at Union College: 2:00 p.m.

With first place in the Liberty League likely on the line, Vassar and
Union will play in Schenectady for the first of two meetings this
season. Both teams currently hold 4-1 conference records, tops in
the league. Last season the Brewers took both contests between
the schools, winning at home §9-46 and on the road 65-46.

Men’s Basketball at Union College: 4:00 p.m.

Vassar will look for another conference win visiting Union
College, who currently sits in last place in the Liberty League
at 1-5. Last season in the second meeting between the schools,
Vassar held a 50-49 lead with under five minutes to play, before
Union came back, prevailing 67-57.

MONDAY, 1/31

Men’s and Women’s Fencing at Yale University: 7:00 p.m.

In a makeup of a previously postponed match, the men’s and
women’s fencing team will travel to Yale, who narrowly de-
feated the men’s team 15-12 last year. The women’s team fared
no better, losing 17-10 last season.
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